* ** 
Wn. 
* 


\ ao 4 we * o 8 * 
n - * ö 
» . 
ſt Fe 
k 4 0 1." Ms * 
* * af „ „. 4 + 
, * 
5 | 


Were Piber Mn, ant 
. Cap ELI, oppoſite Catharine- 


9 treet, in the Strand. 


„ 


+ clding's Works, 12mo. or any of his 
| * ſeparate. 


The Female Quixote, or the Adventures 
5 phy of Arabella. 2 vols. 2d. Edition. 


II. Henrietta, 2 vols. 2d. Edition. 
7s Hiſtory of Sir George Elliſon, 2 vols. 


V. Hiſtory of the Counteſs of Dellwya, 
2 vols. : 


Es The Old Maid. By Mary Singleton, 
8 Spinſter, 1 vol. A new Edition. 


VII. The Memoirs of the Counteſs of ms 
| 2. vols. f 


ain. The Adventures of David Simple, 
es 5 5 Fg 5 vols. 


. oa 1 . The Adventures of Roderick Random, | 


| * Ed 2 vols, 
7 * The Rambler, 4 vols. 
XI. The Adventurer, 4 vols. 
2 = XII. Sermons to Young Women, 2 vols. 


F) 


1 


= 6 


— 164+ Er tarts, -- 


* * Shs 
* W 


By Dr. Fordyce, 4th Edition. 
* _ r as "I _ 
1 — 6 1 * 8 , 


* ** 
Wn. 
* 


\ ao 4 we * o 8 * 
n - * ö 
» . 
ſt Fe 
k 4 0 1." Ms * 
* * af „ „. 4 + 
, * 
5 | 


Were Piber Mn, ant 
. Cap ELI, oppoſite Catharine- 


9 treet, in the Strand. 


„ 


+ clding's Works, 12mo. or any of his 
| * ſeparate. 


The Female Quixote, or the Adventures 
5 phy of Arabella. 2 vols. 2d. Edition. 


II. Henrietta, 2 vols. 2d. Edition. 
7s Hiſtory of Sir George Elliſon, 2 vols. 


V. Hiſtory of the Counteſs of Dellwya, 
2 vols. : 


Es The Old Maid. By Mary Singleton, 
8 Spinſter, 1 vol. A new Edition. 


VII. The Memoirs of the Counteſs of ms 
| 2. vols. f 


ain. The Adventures of David Simple, 
es 5 5 Fg 5 vols. 


. oa 1 . The Adventures of Roderick Random, | 


| * Ed 2 vols, 
7 * The Rambler, 4 vols. 
XI. The Adventurer, 4 vols. 
2 = XII. Sermons to Young Women, 2 vols. 


F) 


1 


= 6 


— 164+ Er tarts, -- 


* * Shs 
* W 


By Dr. Fordyce, 4th Edition. 
* _ r as "I _ 
1 — 6 1 * 8 , 


HISTOR W's 
o'r” 


Mik PITTBOROUGH. 
In a SERIES of LETTERS. * 


By a LADY, 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


1 hit; 2 
3 


1 —ů —„ 
— — — — — 2 — 


LOND'ON: 
Printed for A. Mitra, and T. Cavperr, in 


the Strand; and J. Jounson and Co, in 
Pater · noſter Row. 


MccLxXVn. 


H- Klaus. 


8 
* 
: - 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
| 
* 
* 
. 
Dei,” 1 
"48 9 
++. ” 4 © A 


* * # kk 
. 7 92 
1 


Sr 
O F 


Miss PIT TBO ROUGH. 


* αę. U 


reer a I: 
Miſs Horenzus to Mi BixrIzTp. 


My dear girl, the criſis is at 
length paſſed, and Miſs Pitt- 
borough as wretched a thing 
as either you or I could wiſh 
her- But my happineſs, 
notwithſtanding, is rather incomplete. 
Methinks it would be the higheſt plea- 
ſure, to be an eye · witneſs of her flouncing 

Vor..II. | and 
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and bouncing ; for I am perſuaded her 
entanglement will he very uneaſy upon 
—_ 


I followed your directions literally with 
reſpect to enflaming her pride, by well- 
timed conyerſations with my Betty, who 
is as fly and artful a young woman, as 
4 ſhe in Chriſtendom, 12 

We diſſembled the AFM apprehen- 
ſions leſt ſhe ſhould obtain a knowledge of 
what we fo judiciouſly prepared for her 
ear; and ſo little difficulty did we find 
In working upon thoſe lively paſſions of 
her heart, vanity and ſelf-ſufficiency, that 
ſhe even went before us in accompliſhing 
her own mortification. 

But what muſt be our next ſtep requires 
conſideration: the colonel has forſaken 
our houſe, and, in order to effectually re- 
move himſelf from objects that are become 
diſguſtful to him (amongſt which number 
| is 
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is your unfortunate friend) is immediately 
going abroad; never more perhaps to re- 
turn. | 


Surely no man alive was fo infatuated ; 
notwithſtanding all the ill treatment he 
met with previous to the grand abſurdity 
of her elopement, nor the elopement it- - 
ſelf, have been able to ſhake his unex- 
ampled affection: he purſued her with all 
the expedition money or impatience could 
procure ; but having been amuſed by my 
dexterity with an opinion during a whole 
day, that ſhe was only gone out with my 
mother, all poſſibility of overtaking her 
was cut off, Well, after all, if I am ta 
be ſo unhappy as to remain excluded his 
approbation, it is infinite conſolation, that 
I have prevented ſome folks, with all their 
haughty coquettiſh perfections, from be- 
ing united to him. 


How amazingly fickle and perverſe are 
thoſe incidents of which Mrs, Fortune is 
B 2 ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to have the regulation ! A bleſ- 
ſing ſhall frequently and repeatedly fall 
into one perſon's lap, though as repeatedly 
| bruſh'd off and diſregarded, which another 
dies with miſery from being unable to ob- 
tain.—And can there be any bleſſing ſupe- 
rior to colonel Dingley's love ?—So hand- 
ſome, ſo brave, fo completely formed for 
pleaſing a youthful heart! But he is loft 
to me, moſt irretrievably loſt :—yet I fear 
I can never wholly ſubdue an attachment, 
that has been productive only of pain and 
vexation. 


1 wonder whit lady Sanxſey will do 
with herſelf:—ſhe can never have the 
confidence to appear in town, at leaſt till 
the matter is ſomewhat blown over; and 
I am ſenfible-the country is her averſion. 
How ſmall and ridiculous ſhe muſt feel, 
when ſhe condeſcends to contemplate * 
huſband's ſweet perſon (eſpecially as com- 
pariſons will be apt to ſuggeſt themſelves); 
and a huſband ſhe will find him in the 
| moſt 
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moſt rigid ſenſe of the word. Pride, pride, 
has, indeed, met with a ſevere fall; but 
I have hope, it will prove an uſeful leſſon 
of inſtruction to her ;—and if giddineſs, 
and vanity were her only faults, as all 
her bright admirers ſeem to be convinced, 
in all probability I ſhall live to ſee her Per- 
fection's ſelf ; for if ſhe will but renounce 
the one, I can truſt the baronet for redu- 


cing the other, 


I wrote an account of her ſlippery con- 
duct to her ruſtic relations; and, would 
you believe it, have thereby incurred their 
mortal diſpleaſure. — But it is pretty plain 
ſhe has painted me in moſt unfavourable co- 
lours, and that prejudice is at the bottom 
of their undue diſſatifaction.— Would 1 
had no greater misfortune to cope with, 
my philoſophy would then approve itſelf 
as unqueſtionable as unſhaken | 


My mother has contracted the utmoſt. 


gloom upon the occaſion, grieves for the 
B 3 colonel's 
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colonel's ſufferings, yet pities the inſolent 

cruel author of them. Ah! had her own 
miſerable child acted a ſimilar part, reſent- 
ment, not compaſſion, would have been 
her portion. Strange! that we can for- 
give in a common relation or friend, what 
we ſhould deem unpardonable in our im- 
mediate offspring. | 


My couſin auh not have choſen a 
more lucky (or, as ſome people would 
call it, unlucky) period for her elopement, 
3f the is averſe to obſervation and cen- 
tire! for there happening to have been a 
deerth of ſcandal for a whole preceding 
week, ſhe has been mauled with unſpeak- 
able ſeverity. Yet J believe there is more 
of juſtice than acrimony in this proceed- 
ing; for as ſhe was expected to ſurpaſs all 
the reſt of her ſex as much in the beauty 
of her mind, as ſhe had the reputation of 
doing in her perſon, you know, to be de- 
tected in fuch an abominable trip, was 
ſufficient to excite amazement, and uni- 
verſal condemnation, 
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I now more than ever ſigh for your com- 
pany ; the world ſhould afford pleaſure for 
our public hours, and her ladyſhip has 
kindly ſecured us from finding a void even 
in our greateſt retirement, | 


; - Indeed; my dear, as your father's health 
ſtill continues, without either rhime or rea- 
ſon, in the ſame ſtrange indeterminate ſtate 
as when J left you, I could almoſt. be fo 
uncharitable- as to ſuſpect, there is more 
of humour than real diſorder in the caſe ; 
however, you muſt allow me to ſay, that, 
at-beſt, there is an equal ſhare of the one 
and the other. How can he be fo unrea- 
ſonable as to require you to waſte your 
bloom in an obſcurity, which, if one may 
judge of his paſt diſpoſition by his preſent 
'converſation, would have been altogether 
inſupportable to himſelf in his day of 
youth and vivacity ? 


If he is diſguſted with courts and cour- 


tiers, can he expect that your blood ſhould 
B 4 receive 
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receive the unnatural contagion ? Upon 
my word, if I had ſuch a father to deal 
with, I would ſoon cure him of burying 
me alive :—but do not let this ſally of 
friendly diſſatisfaction give you the leaſt 
offence, as I am far from meaning to in- 
finuate the moſt diſtant reflection upon 
your ſpirit or reſolution, and only ſeek to 
relieve an overcharged mind, overcharged 
with mortification by the diſappointment” 
of its wiſhes. Accept my beſt thanks for 
the ſervice you have done me, and let me 
ſoon receive your congratulations, 


5 2.4 
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LETTER II. 


Lady Sanx3ey to Mrs, Barson. 


My dear Nancy, tell me no more 

of the impropriety of a ſubject I 
muſt ever purſue ;; my big heart would 
burſt, if it was not for this relief, I will 
be upon my guard with every other per- 
ſon, but into your boſom I muſt pour my 
undiſguiſed ſentiments. 


Can any ſituation have ſuch horrors as 
mine ?—To live with the man I deteſt— 
to ſuffer but I will think no more of it,— 
Where is that amiable, that injured colo- 
nel ?—does he not deſpiſe me as I de- 
ſerve ?—can he ever bear—But what is 
that to me ?—it is neceſſary for my peace, 


it is neceſſary for my reputation, that I 
ſhould 


| 
| 
1 
| 
[ 
' | 
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ſhould never ſee him more. Vet methinks 
it would be a great ſatis faction to know 
his ſentiments.'—' Can he mention me 
without curſes though it is not in his 
nature to curſe even his greateſt enemy? 
Will he ever be ſo far maſter of himſelf 


as to make another choice and entertain 


her with the tale of my ill- treatment of 
Him ? — That, that would be a ftroke 
which would level me with the earth, 


But no: he is too generous, too hu- 
mane,” to ridicule the unfortunate, Tt 
would not be eſſential to the promotion of 
his intereſt—and he could never make it 
his ſport.—Oh ! T have given him a ſuf- 
ficient antidote againſt my whole 'fex':— 
He will not in a hurry approve again j— 
at att, bran? pv muſt 111 at a f 


eee e ee 

+} #311} T8325 > ITE ( o 
What fay ay nter ?LTP he was 
ſo entirely attached as ! nad reaſon to be- 


nere; 5 if he could not only pardon all the 
| effects 
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effects of my folly, but unite himſelf to 
them for ever — can he love again? can 
his heart ſo far ſhake off my remembrance, 
as to receive a new impreſſion ? Surely it 
mult be impoſſible. No other object could 
engage my affections. I am indeed giddy, 
but not capable of playing the general 
lover. He was the firſt of his ſex I ever 
did approve, and his image will .never be 
effaced from my breaſt, whilſt animation 
remains. My God ! I am married 
yet dare to make this confeſſion. But the 
truth of it is moſt inconteſtible, how- 
ever blameably divulged.— The ſecret is 
too conſiderable for me to contain, and 
without your participation I ſhould 1920 
beneath its weight. 


Sir Matthew has roſe extremely in my 
good opinion within theſe laſt four- and- 
twenty hours, as compaſſion for my ſuf- 
ferings ſeems to have ſubdued the pride of 
his heart, and he has condeſcended to 
ſooth, inſtead of reproaching me. This 

behaviour 


behaviour ſhall have proper merit with 
me; I will endeavour to become ſenſible 
of the really difficult taſk it is upon ſuch 
an occaſion to act with generoſity. The 
ſhock his vanity muſt have ſuſtained, 
and the weeping, almoſt lifeleſs compa- 
nion he has hitherto found me, was. more 
than ſufficient to render him moroſe and 
unfriendly; and if he will forget the in- 
diſcretion that has thrown me into his 
power, I will paſs an act of oblivion upon 
all his ſucceeding words and actions. 
i 
But, my dear, dear Nancy, can I ever 
reconcile myſelf to his narrowneſs of 
mind, defective underſtanding, and that 
want of tenderneſs that is evident in his 
nature ?—Is this the companion I muſt 
prefer to all his, ſex ?—You, my thrice 
happy ſiſter, ſenſibly experience the feli- 
city ariſing from the union of the heart: 
Are you not prepared from an affectionate 
deſire of pleaſing, to comply with every 
requeſt or propoſition? do you not be- 
hold 
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hold your huſband's countenance with 


approbation and delight ?—are not his en- 
dearments both acceptable and grateful to 
you! Judge, judge then of the wretched 


con traſt, 


N * 
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Sir Matthew has a ſeat within twelve 
miles of Portſmouth, to which place I 
have intreated him to convey me, no leſs 


for his reputation ſake, than the recovery 


of (at leaſt) my outward compoſure, I 
have repreſented to him, with how im- 
proper a grace we ſhould make our ap- 
pearance in the polite world, under my 
preſent depreſſion of ſpirits; and that by 


indulging me in that trifling particular, 


he would intitle himſelf to my chearful 
acquieſcence with his future commands. 


He did indeed conſent to gratify my in- 
clination, but a denial from many perſons, 
would have been infinitely more enga- 
ging: though it could not perhaps be 
otherwiſe — as his ſentiments were far from 

correſpond- 


- 
4 
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.correſponding with mine :—He gave up 
a point, and I ought to be content, 


I ſhall expect once more to hear from 
you before we quit this place; and if 
you have either love, pity, or  charigh— 
you know my meaning therefore deal 
me out ſome conſolation. f 


1 
9 
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LETTER II. 

Mrs. BArsow to Lady SANxSEY. 


Am afraid, my dear ſiſter, that the mea- 

ſures you are purſuing for the reco- 
very of your peace, will be far from an- 
ſwering your expectations. What charm 
do you expect to find in ſolitude to com- 
poſe your diſſatisfactions? Believe me, you 
will only increaſe them. We may loſe 
our wretchedneſs for a moment in a 
crowd :—but in retirement it will ever 
cleave to us. 


Why, my love, will you perpetually 
harp upon a firing, that you are ſenſible 
can never produce harmony, and without 
being of the leaſt advantage to yourſelf, 
is ſo utterly diſpleaſing to me ? | 
Your 
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- Your own breaſt will find you ſufficient 
employment to fegulate, to repreſs every 
unworthy ſuggeſtion, and to cultivate 
and cheriſh ſuch as are judicious and va- 
Juable—why will you then ſeek to in- 
creaſe your difficulties? Are not your 
hands tied up? your power limited? nay 
even your compaſſion cannot be too ſpa- 
ringly beſtowed : your mind muſt be hard- 
ened into propriety, and every ſoft, every 
deluding ſenſation guarded againſt with 
the utmoſt vigilance. Is it not madneſs 
to —— Fe PA $9155 penn 
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But i in ok to — you far ever upon 
ſo improper a ſubjeR, I will inform you, 
that I have received a very ſatisfactory ac- 
count of that perſon's health, you ſo 
much wiſhed me to enquire after : he 
bears his late diſappointment with all 
manly reſolution, and wiſely determines 
to leave a country (for at leaſt a ſhort pe- 

riod) where his fortune has been ſo unfa- 
vourable. May happineſs and ſucceſs be 
| 6 his 
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his attendants, and the cruel ſhock he ſuſ- 
tained this day fortnight, the very laſt 
that may ever fall to his ſhare! 


I now inſiſt upon his never more being 
mentioned; it is criminal, it is odious to 
know one man the maſter of your hand, 
and voluntarily ſuffer another to be maſter 
of your heart—Be aſſured I will on no 
 conlideration be acceſſary to keeping a 

paſſion alive, that muſt be extinguiſhed, 
or my afſfection will become the forfeit : 
calamities will ever endear you to my 
heart, but guilt infallibly exclude you. 


Vor., II. C | L E F. 
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dear agreeable falſe” er 
VI bow do I congratulate both you 
and myſelf on the invalidity of your pre- 
dictions! The country an unfit place 
for me at this jquncture! my election of 
© it Ifudicious: 1-you was never ſo out in 
your conjectures. It was undoubtedly 
under the influence of my happy wap 
that I reſolved to take the Journey, as 
"have derived a happineſs from i * 
erowded cities could never have afforded 
me. 197qQQO JON 
Oh Nancy, 188 nöt chide me, nor 
ſuffer your ever friendly brow to be con- 
"Hy" 1 Talk "until you have read a 
a aa 


| 
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faithful account of, the hole tranſaction | 
*Zbo take it in due form, as it really hap-; 
12201 
IAI be bod [ 
Sir Matthew and myſelf, after a molt 
diſagreeable journey miſery the compa- 
nion of my breaſt, and mortified pride 
rankling 1 in his reached this moſt, deglo- 
; Table of manſions: The hand of time i is 
every where conſpicuous on the mould- 
* ering walls ;—moths have for years unin- 
| * terruptedly preyed upon the furniture 
Fs owls, rooks, daws, and every ſpecies of 
| ominous creatures ſeem to claim it for 


l eir OWN. 


Jas 
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| | 7 houſe-keeper Zcomparably: well ſuited 
| . de the antiquity of the place: but I will 
| not oppreſs you with hideous deſcriptions. 


The third day after aur arriyal, Sir 
Matthew made an excurſion, to. what 
place, or. upon what occaſion, I never 
gave myſelf the trouble to enquire ; but 
x C 2 abſent 
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Died bas 


4 po ale. „ 
abſent he a 
the evening. 1 


1 began to caſt about for ome: means of 
amuſing myſelf : — to little purpoſe ; — 
for amuſement and this manſion I found 
were incompatible : 1 therefore determined. 
to, order the chaiſe, and take a fol itary._ 
view, of the country. 1 did ſo—telling. 
the man to drive me any where, within. 
ten or twelve miles, that would afford me 
the moſt agreeable proſpect. "We 

ping bag 

. I had travelled about an hour, Win 
finding the deſired diff pation, when, the 
bonus pies communicated a 1 


9 


The man ig we to alight, but my. 
neck was.not of ſuch conſequence to me, 
as for me to de willing to preſerve it, by 
foregoing fo pleaſing a fight as I promiſed. 
oy ( red coat being a feaſt my eyes 

had 
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had long vainly ſought for); and hs 
fore 1-ordered him to go on as he intend! 
ed, for I was not at all afraid. 


| He "obeyed without farther heßitatiöh, 
and at the winding of the road turned full 
upon a little army of men, marching with 
all military parade. The ſtartled horſes 
were pleaſed to take a bank— the chaiſe 
-over-turned—but as the braces were dex- 
terouſly cut by the ſword of a valiant 
Enight, your liſter efcaped every. b bad © con- 
ſequence. _—_ 

The poor n was indeed conſide- 
rably' hurt, and the attending” ſervant 
would have been puzzled which firſt "ts 
affiſt, his miſtreſs or the difabled party, 
had not a hero-like figure apprbached 


' the” chaiſe” to the relief of the fornier; 
who, miſerably frightened by the acci- 
dent, but much more by the 6bje& be- 
fore her, molt ' conveni ehtly 1 as it 
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At length, however, he revived 
but unable to ſupport the ſurpriæe of find- 
ing herſelf .in colonel Dingley's arms, ſhe 
# ſecond time cloſed her eyes, from in- 
comtmunlcable penn ET. 
ws 901 IW O07 gu. ben. vd. Bris Hong 2g 
A Ilttle cottage kale en Tertuhatcly ſitu- 
a near” the road-ſide received us: the 
poor fellou/ bled © ſhieckingly; and the 
other was diſpatched for a ſurgeon, whilſt 
the hoſpitable owner of this uncouth te- 
treat preſented your friend with a cordial 
of her huſband's Preparing.” DONNA | 


A matted chair ( e at wat i in- 
ſtant to a throne): proved a comfortable 
ſuppött, and the compaſſionate colonel, 
forgetting to quit à hand he had for ſome 
time held between his with the moſt 
friendly apprehenſion for my ſafety (tho 
as I wis tolerably well recovered, it was 
then evidently rather matter of civility 
than neceſſity) placed himſelf upon a 
bench that Rood: Genera nt contigu+- 


4.3, . ous; 
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| us: never r finely 
SAL mies voten 
I was however, at lenath, = — 
as to recollect the impropriety of the ap- 
pearance, and by attempting to withdraw 
my hand from. the, colonel's, awakened his 
apprehenſion likewiſe, His countenance 
pierced me to the foul ;—he elaſped bis 
Sands together and turning from mer 
It was a bitter moment. ay 
410102 19 tn 
A ſilence a. 3 2 | lence. that ſpoke 
the anguiſh.of our hearts. 
Ai 16412 . M al! Dem A 
„ I, Sir, am obliged to your care 
<<, unmerited un“ ( Spare me, ma- 
dam, cried he, riſing haſtily, madneſs 
and recollection are with me the ſame 
£$-thing—I am but you muſt it cannot 
-14 be recalled therefore — : He with 
dtew with great precipitation into a miſer- 
able ſhed or out- houſe, and did not re- 


turn until the ſurgeon arrive. 
204 The 


| 
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The good woman, wich a conſideration 


no other perſon; as capable of, told me, 
that if I would pleaſe to follow her I might 
avoid the diſagreeable ſight of the poor * 


fellow's wounded head and arm“ She 
< had a little chamber, though but a lit- 


c tle. one, and if his honour would pleaſe 
« to go with me and partake of ſuch 
* cheer as her hovel afforded, he: ſhould 
not go dinnerleſs that day howſomdever. 
© —God bleſs him, he was a noble look». 


<« ing gentleman, and ſhe only wiſhed 


<< her. poor dear Matt (her fon, who it 


& ſeems. was a ſoldier} was under his 


e command——but God's will muſt be 


ee done.“ 
ii ,atbem 1830 Fir 9 iy 
I attempted to aygil mplelf of e 


agrerable offer, as it was- neither decent 
nor eligible for me to continue where 1 
Was, but found myſelf unable to move. 
A trembling ſeized me: The colonel 
was not in a much better condition: 
and I was indebted to the ſurgeon, wha - 
conveyed me in his arms, 


N — 3 
2 23 


— SS „ = 
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He was for breathing a vein (as he po- 
litely phraſed it) ; but I inſiſted uport his 
taking due care cs wang before ol 
beſtowed any orca madd end och a 

42 ens bis bed babtuow 2 voll 

The- hens aac \ mote in- 
tereſting.—We were alone the colonel = 
unable to utter one ſyllable; and you may 
judge of my mortified and afflicted con- 


dition 1 know not; fir,” whether to 


<< lament or rejoice at che accident that 
e has thus unexpectedly thrown me in 
« vour way, as 1 am ſenſible your opi- 1 
c nion of me muſt be very unfavourable 1 
6 but bot} 60 e 
« My opinion, my dear madam, cried 
<< he eagerly, is by nd means unworthj 
of you. However you may have been 
<« miſtaken, I am cotiviticed you had 
«© premeditated no evil deſign apainit me; 
<« it was our mutual misfortune that I was 
„ day too late in my purſuit, by 2 


* cruel 2 Mig Hitchens Gab 


( pleaſed 


by 
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<2 pfeaſed to prackiſe; —and to that cir- 
e cumſtanlee alone I impute all I have, 
. n i ms 7: 
mos to endJogath drm -+.y 1m 2 
Unfeeling girl! little did I ſuſpect her 
tõ have been te bauſe of my moſt fatal 
difappôintment. L A 100 word | + 
bluo dt Dior vim zoligteb an 7? 
dee You' Are very generous, fir, returnell 
« I, but Feanhot acquit myſelf of the 
« higheſt blame; and Io], I am but 
4c il capable of ſupporting the humiliating 
<« reflection, that you muſt have a ſtrunge 

te idea of that woman's delicacy, who 
eoiild ſacrifice her n Wen her 
* referitrment. \ eq 1 „ 051899 
$03 4 I a6b0uGs 9G nne 359143} -2clt 
bean My heart) dum, bo were Udet 
„ to my peace,) can never be compelled 
et to retain à difadvantageous impteſſion 
6% you; it ever pteſents you to my 
imagination the ſame lovely amiable 
« creature it was wont to conſider you, 
K and * will prove an inexhauſtible 
1 „ ſource 
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4 ſource of anguiſh, Witneſs the change | 
.55, you behold in my whole appearance,— | 
I am ſhattered to death: l abandon my 
% country. Are theſe tokens of diſeſteem? 

Oh Miss Pittborough! (for I never 
will allow / you any other name) — Yet 
know not what I would aſæ but do 
not deſpiſe my memory —and ſhould 
you hear that I have happily fallen as 

_ ${becomes;., my rank. and character, do 

55, not.deny me one valuable tear, as it 
eis the only one I could wal your fe. 
8. to aa enn with 

ON JR! gf; »* 

Here the. a woman 5 Frys ap- 
pearance; and perhaps very ſeaſonably, as 
the ſubject began to be abundantly too 
tender for my circumſtances... She ſpread 

. a-clean,. but coarſe cloth over a table, on 

which ſhe inſtantly conveyed ſome re- 1 
freſhment;ʒ but as I neuer . it, an | 
not aiv 50 hs its meꝛit. 2 | 


7 899 77 17 + i 


1 1 a | 
Wet i) l [tt £7 101 1057 The | 


— 


28 \;-The HISTORY O 


The ſurgeon having dreſſed his patient, 
” 10 on me with an agreeable account 
of bim. 7 No danger upon his bonour— 
« only an, ugly, contuhion :“ and again. 
intreated to breathe, a vein, for me. 


I cndeabogted - to e myſelf; bet 
the worthy old hoſpitable creature * 
ſo many arguments, and the colonel * 

many intreaties, that I at laſt complied. 


The ſurgeon, who happened to be a. 
forward inquiſitive fellow, having long 
obſerved the colonel's anxiety and confu- 
ſon, was for preſcribing for him likewiſe ; . 
intimating, at the ſame time, that he 
ic gentleman muſt be uncommonly in- 
<< tereſted, to occaſion ſuch uncommon | 
< agitation.” The colonel, provoked at 
his boldneſs, ſternly rebuked him. I was 
forry he was ſo haſty, as the fellow foon | 
after withdrew with viſible marks of diſ- 


pleaſure and reſentment in his countenance. 
The 
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The chalet was now in a condition to 


convey me home, and my ſervant had 


provided a proper driver (delays therefore 
would have been prepoſterous). —T in- 
tended to have played the heroine, but the 
colonel's behaviour ſhook all my reſolves. 


6 1 will not, madam, . ſajd he, for your, 


« « fake attempt conducting you to your, 

carriage. ,—T feel I ſhould but ill acquit 
* myſelf; but before I loſe fight of you 
< for eyer, permit me to aſſure you, that 
4 my heart will retain the moſt tender 


4. affection for you—ſo long as its pul- 


"> fation x remains that in every climate, 


CC. j in every / firuation, ) your happineſs will 
on be dearer to me than all 1 my other united. 


« concerns :—and that if ever I do pre- 


6 vail upon myſelf to reyiſit my native 


« country, the defire of learning ſome 


ce happy tidings of your welfare will de 
« my only motiye.—Oh madam | there 
cc was 2 time when, on ſo tedious a ſe- 


% TT a 5 


40 would have honoured me with 1. 
„ mark. 


— — — 
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. mark of your eſteem but I do not 
d now alk it —May you be as bleſfed 
KLE as affluence and a ſmiling world 
can make you and whatever | is my 
0. fate. c ITY As 
mm 2 only garde, and re tired : bad 1 
"ſpoke, I had betrayed 1 ed: to the whale 
| hovel but getting haſtily i into the chaiſe, L 
I gave a vent to my tears nor ſuſpected 
1 had reached home, until the Carriage 
ſtopped to give me that information. 
| I endeavoured to twinkle the miſt from 
my eyes: — but in vain ;—they were per- 
fectly ſwelled up: I therefore complain- 
ed of weakneſs, faintneſs, and was hor» 
ribly inſincere, to conceal my real diſ- 
order. | 


I went to bed, but ſleep you may gueſs, 
did not pay me a very early viſit ;—nay 
I am hardly ſenſible if I flept at all :— 
however, finding my ſight improved, I 

got 


MISS PITTBORQUGH. 31 


got up again at ſeyen o'clock in high 
ſpirits, drank my tea, and took up my 
pen. You, I doubt not, will impute 
the ſatisfaction 1 enjoy to its proper 
"fource.—Ta am ſtill beloved notwithſtand- 
ing I am dead to him :—he will love only 
for me—he will never raiſe another to that 
| happineſs I have ſo wantonly forfeited— 
| Forgive me this one weakneſs: do not 
| condemn me for exulting, that I have one 
"conſolation left, and continue to be my 
tend er and compaſſionate friend. 


* 
7 ict, Tak e , #47 : 
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LETTER v. 
Colonel Divo xv to Mr. BaogxsBANK. 


X RE you, Ned, of the opinion, that 
time is an infallible remedy for 
every mental difeaſe ? or can you perſuade 
yourſelf that ſome caſes are too deſperate 
ever to admit of alleviation ? It is true, I 
am become leſs outrageous, than on my 
firſt experiencing my moſt afflicting diſ- 
appointment, but the weight of it is not 
one jot more tolerable. 


Company diſtracts me — and retirement 
is the haunt of black deſpair the bot- 
tle proves an unvailing reſource, my brain 
bids defiance to intoxication - amongſt my 
own ſex I find only inſenſibility and bru- 


tality—and I will not mention the ſenſa- 
tions 
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tions a female figure occaſions me. The 
dangers of the fea, the dificukies of a 
fiepe, may perhaps prove more ſalutary; 
for, notwithſtanding I have but little of 
that wretch's character about me, who 
boaſts that horrors are not diſpleaſing 
to him, and that the rocking battle- 
“ ments and raging tempeſt ſuit the 
«i yloomy habit of his ſoul;“ yet I have 
rreuſon to believe, that the moſt dreadful 
'objedts/ and moſt daring encounters will 
rat EPs myo weve 
207? TER 

er ede ſome apt: indefatigable 
iniprocuting-att appointment, that, I flat- 
ter my ſelf, will anſwer my every purpoſe 3 
and if the gentleman can be prevailed 
upon to exchange with me, it will not be 
many days before I ſhalt embark for —— 
to reinforce the beſiegers; the paſſage is 
but ſhort, but the ſcenes ate expected to 
be buſy ones: you ſhall hear from me 
again ſo ſoon as we have ſettled the mat- 
ter. How little did I imagine that I 


Vol. II, D ſhould 
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ſhould ever quit England, the beloved 
ſpot of my nativity, and you my much 
valued friend, without regret? But my 
feelings are all abſorb'd by the recent ca- 
lamity that has viſited me; as leſſer evils 
are ever ſwallowed up by greater, 


Had you but ſeen the object of my ten- 
dereſt affection, ſeen her before the rough 
hand of diſappointment had reach'd her 
cheek, I ſhould have been abſolved in 
your conſideration, however, frantic: or 
raſh my conduct: — but I ſhall ramble, 
ramble wide from every rational point, if 
I once touch that key, Oh I am miſery- 
_ ſtruck. !—irreparably , undone ! and thoſe 
years that in the courſe, of nature may be 
mine, can only lengthen out, not abate 
my affliction. Slovenly in my perſon, 
and bewildered in my ſenſes—no trace or 
likeneſs of your once gay friend remains. 


L E T. 
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LE TT ER VI. 
From the ſams. 


Ccording to my promiſe, I once 
| more write to you before my em- 
barkation, nor will I take upon me to ſay 
it ſhall be the laſt time. We know not 
when to bid adieu to thoſe we love 
but you are ſenſible, Ned, that the diſ- 
tance that will ſoon lie between us, will 
prove an impediment to the ſame frequent 
intercourſe—as the winds and ſeas are not 


at all times propitious. 


J arrived at Portſmouth only late laſt 
night, and as the companies are exerciſed 
every morning early at ſome little diſtance 


from the town, preparatory to our grand 
| D 2 review 


& n e of 


review on Monday next (when the re- 
mainder of the regiment is to be aſſembled) 
1 did not ſee any of the officers until 1 
join d them) i in the field. 


As we were returning to our quarters 
in tolerable order, a moſt unexpected ac- 
cident gave new vigour to all thoſe tender 
ſenſations I was ſo induſtriouſly endeavaur- | 
ing to ſtifle. ny Tt 


A chaiſe with only a lady in it tanks 
ſuddenly upon us : the horſes, young and 
high- -mettled, began to plunge, the boy 
was thrown, and as I foreſaw the conſe- 
| quences might not only be fatal to the 
lady, but many other perſons, I com- 
manded a halt, and, with the affiſtance 
of a brother- officer, before the creatures 
could diſengage themſelves from ſome en- 
tanglement of the ſhaft or harneſs, cut 
the braces, and happily prevented all — 
ther miſchief. 

It 
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It was not till after the performance of 
this neceſſary buſineſs, that I perceived 
the lady to be ho other than my Miſs Pitt- 
borough. —I flew to her affiſtance, and 
have reaſon to believe there was more ter- 
ror in my appearance, than the danger I 
was delivering her from ; for having once 
tecollected me, ſhe funk down in the 
chaiſe in a moſt pitiable condition. Some 
of the men conveyed the ſervant to an 
adjacent cottage, in which place I deter- 
mined to lodge his lovely miſtreſs, until 
ſhe might with ſafety be removed : but 
conſcious of the ſcene her recovery would 
produce, and unwilling to have any ſpec- 
tators, both for her ſake and my own, I 
ordered the march to be reſumed, and 
every officer to his proper ſtation, telling 
them that I myſelf would take care of 
the MY: | 


It was ſome time ' befors ſhe began to 
revive, notwithſtanding the beſt aſſiſtance 
I could procure ; and when ſhe did open 

D 3 her 
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her eyes, and again beheld her ſupporting, 
though ſelf-drooping friend, ſhe imme- 
diately turned her dear face from me, in 
apparent embarraſſment and confuſion. 
I knew not how to act; — but to leave her, 
J felt was impoſſible. Indeed I had loſt 


every cruel remembrance, and all my 


heart was tenderneſs and love. But I did 
not long enjoy the happy deluſion; a pru- 
dent reſerve, on her part, conveyed the 
inſtant idea of my wretchedneſs. — The 
rack would have been heaven to what I 
then endured :—but I was ſo far maſter 
of my reaſon, as by a haſty retreat to 


ſpare her the miſery of res my ſe- 
yore emotions. 


A e kind of compoſure ſuc- 
ceeded this grievous agony. I can now 
& look upon her, thought I, in the light 
& ſhe deſerves.— Has ſhe not diſpoſed of 
& that hand to another, that in honour 
«© and juſtice belonged only to me ?—has 
$© ſhe not rendered me miſerable beyond 

&« all 


| 
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6“ all poſſibility of relief and ſhall. her 
c preſence occaſion me ſuch unſuitable 
6 ſenfations, unmindful of ſo great, fo 
< unſpeakable an injury? No: I will 
return and convince her that, notwith- 
«6. {ſtanding all her Jovelineſs, her levity 
and inconſtancy has broke the charm, 
“ and I no longer conſider her as worthy 
c my tenderneſs or affection.“ 


I éwas hurrying into the cot in this ſa- 
vage diſpoſition of mind, when, no leſs 
ſuddenly than unexpectedly, the hero was 
again loſt in the man.—“ And dare 1 
& complain, cry'd I, in an half articu- 
late accent? I, who have brought de- 
& ſtruction upon the moſt valuable of 
her ſex Was it not my own neglect 
“ of her — my preſumptuouſly aſſumed 
and injudicious neglect that impelled 
<« her to take the deſperate ſteps ſhe has 
& done ?—Was ſhe not all amiable con- 
& deſcenfion, all modeſt encouragement, 
before ſhe ſuſpected ſchemes were form- 

D 4 ing 
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cc ing againſt her ? Was it for me to 
< attempt to reſtrain her inclination? 
6 Was not her approbation I then en- 
6 joyed voluntary — and ought I not to 
„ have waited her oπν n time for the in- 
& eſtimable preſent of her hand? She 
4 has only puniſhed the guilty in what 
4 relates to me, and is herſelf an un- 
„happy innocent victim.— What ravage 
© has not diſcontent already made in her 
cc fine face? Where is that bloom, thoſe 
c, beautiful ſmiles,” that were wont to 
„ adorn it? Blaſted, for ever blaſted by 
cc à baſe contrivance; and the wretch not 
4 only lives, but would meanly excul- 
„ pate himſelf T caſting 1 — _ 


6 her.“ 


Some little buſtle in the cottage alarm- 
ing me for Miſs Pittborough's ſafety, I 
inſtantly emerged from my hiding- place, 
but had the ſatis faction to find her greatly 
recovered, and the cauſe of my apprehen- 
ſions no other than the arrival of a ſurgeon. 

A wild- 


— a — —— 
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A wildneſs in my countenance, and 


viſible confuſion in my behaviour, ſoon 
engaged the mortifying attention of this 
ſelf-ſufficient fellow, who, as I afterwards 
diſcovered, concluded I was the lady's 
relation — à relationſhip, Ned, that I 
would have purchaſed - but no matter 
he was to my great misfortune miſtaken 
in his conjectures. Nothing could be 


more aukward and conſtrained than the 


whole ſcene.— l would have given millions 
for one five minutes private converſation, 
but there appeared no probable means of 
obtaining that happineſs - when, beyond 
my beſt hopes, the good woman, by a 
piece of overſtrained civility, procured 
me the wiſh'd-for interview, nor ſhall ſhe 
go unrewarded, 


My military garb fo forcibly recom- 
mended me to her old honeſt heart, that 
Miſs Pittborough ſeemed to have but a 
ſecond place in her conſideration and 
the propoſal of our withdrawing into ano- 
; ther 
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ther little cabbin, was apparently as much 
intended for my emolument as her con- 
venience : The gentleman truly muſt 
not go without his dinner.“ 


Her motive, however, was too worthy 
not to be excuſed :—maternal tenderneſs, if 
a weakneſs, is of the moſt amiable kind. 
An only child abroad, in the army un- 
certain whether living or dead drew the 
tears from her venerable eyes, which I 
will make it my buſineſs, if poſſible, to 


wipe away. 


In repairing to the propoſed retirement, 
the ſurgeon had the honour of aſſiſting the 
lady ;—an honour that my regard for her 
reputation would not permit me to aſpire 
to: the ſelf-denial coſt me dear, but re- 
pays me with intereſt in the conſciouſneſs 
of its piopriety. T1 


The moments that were granted me by 
the abſence of the ſurgeon, and honeſt 
| parade 
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parade of the old woman, were, however, 
far from being employed in the manner 1 
had promiſed: myſeif.—Her pardon, her 
friendſhip were io have been ſolicited; 
but the big requeſt was incapable of find- 
ing utterance. She, rather more col- 
lected, broke the painful filence—expreſſed 
a kind ſenſe of the little ſervice 1 had 
done her, condeſcending at the ſame time 
to intimate ſome delicate apprehenſions 


reſpecting the opinion I muſt entertain of 
her conduct. 


How inadequate my expreſſions to my 
feelings! I would have knelt and revealed 
my whole ſoul to her, had not the place been 
an inſuperable ovjection.—Diftance and 
coolneſs was all I had to depend upon ; 
—and in ſpite of every tender ſuggeſtion, 
I ſtrictly adhered to them. No reſent- 
ment remains in her breaſt ſelf. accuſed 
—T intirely acquit her—and at length was 


a ſecond time deprived of all I hold va- 
luable, 


But, 
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But, Ned, I did preſume to tell her 
that I could never ceaſe to love: — nor 
was ſhe offended z—and I find myſelf 
greatly relieved by that (however una- 
vailing) confeſſion. The opportunity ſo 
unexpected the reception fo favourable 
— may it not prove a happy preſage of 
future felicity?— The gout is not quite 
ſo quick in diſpatching thoſe it attacks, 
as a cannon ball, but is often as ſure.— 
Mean and unworthy ſentiments !—but, 
alas ! they are the ſentiments of my 


heart. 


| The good woman, on returning from 

her departed gueſt, was alarmed at the 
paleneſs and horror of my countenance. 
4 Your honour is ill, cry'd ſhe';z what 
& can I do for . * 


ce You muſt not be uneaſy, returngd I; 
cc ſhall be better preſently. —I will ſpend 
<« the afternoon with you, if you can but 


< procure me a diſh of tea ;—and we 
„ will 


= 
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« will have ſome converſation relative to 
% your abſent ſon ; perhaps, I may be able 
« hereafter to give you a W ac- 
« count of him.“ 


I will not trouble you with the grate- 
ful profeſſions I received from this worthy 
creature ;—the human heart in its natu- 
ral ſtate — where vice has not ftruck 
root—is truly amiable.— I derived more 
real pleaſure from the rude civility and 
genuine gratitude of this cottager, than 1 
ever experienced in any tete-a-tete, except 
with yourſelf, and one certain perſon, 
who mult ever be n. 


ee 1 
pocket - book, and have agreed to cor- 
reſpond with this humble friend. She 
is to inform. me, from time to time, of 
the good or ill- fortune of her fair neigh · 
bour and I am to remit her neus that 
as nearly concerns her. I am by no means 


the * thing I was; perhaps, in- 
deed, 
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deed, I am only feeding a diſtemper, 
that will, at the long run, feed upon me: 
—but I am for preſent eaſe,” whatever 
the purchaſe. 


LETTER VI. 


Lady SANXSEY to Mrs, BAT80N» 


My dear ſiſter, am at preſent neither 

9 in extraordinary health or ſpirits. 
Your kindly intended letter + affected me 
greatly: you ſee things in a ſtrange un- 
natural light, but I am not now capa- 
ble of diſputing with you. The colo- 
nel is embarked. — No more interviews 
need be apprehended ;—and the laſt was 
ſo innocent, from being unſought for, 


+ This letter is not inſerted, 
| that 
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that I ſhall ever remember it with plea- 
ſure, notwithſtanding your ne diſap- 
probation. 


Misfortunes are not now flow to viſit 
me: my life is almoſt inſupportable;— 
but I myſelf have occaſioned my ſuffer- 
ings: —I will therefore ſuffer without 
complaining. 


Sir Matthew, unfortunately for us both, 
has again altered his behaviour, —A ſtern 
brow — unkind conciſe replies — ſhort 
meals and long abſences—are all he gives 
me to boaſt of, What is the cauſe of his 
diflatisfation'I know not: I had almoſt 
ſaid Iam utterly regardleſs of it ;—but if 
he expects to win my affections by ſuch 
rough ' meaſures, he will find himſelf 
greatly deceived. —I can and will forbear 
reproaching him; but if I deteſt and de- 
ſpiſe him, he may thank himſelf, 


His 
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His haggard hauſe-keeger ,officiouſly 
intrudes herſelf upon my privacy, curio- 
fity and ill- nature in her eye; but a8 L 
know not guilt, 1 am not alarmed at this 
appearance of ſuſpicion it may be her 


bs on e Ant 


I have not an enemy upon earth that 1 
would not pity under ſuch horrid Cir- 
cumſtances: =but I am not rigidly di.. 
creet, therefore not rigidly ſevere. 1 
en 42 ile 1108 
How capable I was wont to find you, 
of tender ſympathy; but you have en- 
larged your connexions, and have but lit- 
tle. ta beſtow upon the undeſerving.,, 
nen Nis 5 Iris, 19 aer 
My ink is exhauſted; I. muſt ahtain a 
freſh ſupply before I can proceed. Vet 
what would I ſay? My friend, my ſiſter, 
is no more: to whom then ſhall I fly 
for the balm af conſolation? KR 


-w 


My 


* 
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„* * % „ „ 

My God! what inſolence | my orders 
diſregarded —my requeſts denied but it 
is well ; the mean caution ſuits the nar- 
row Gay that dictates it. And would he 
deprive me of the only happineſs I am 
capable of enjoying ? —Perbaps it may 
not be in his power —my dear, dear pen, 
no ſtratagem ſhall be unattempted no 
means untried — to preſerve thy uſe. 


But what can have ſuggeſted this arro- 
gant conduct ? — With whom does the 
wretch (let it paſs, Nancy) think I would 


© correſpond ? — The colonel is at a diſtance, 


—and for all the reft of his ſex, I neither 


know them, or wiſh to have the leaſt 
knowledge of them, 


I am no but too ſenſible of the impro- 
priety of relying upon that man's honour, 
for the future happineſs of your life, who 
is well acquainted that another is the ob- 
ject of your regard. 

Vol. II. E Sir 


4 _ 


his actions unſpenkably engaging. Hoy, 


be HSTC T (of 1» 1 |/ 


Sir Matthew's vanity was; gratified in 
the firſt inſtance! by my hand: my ſuc»: 
ceeding behaviour excited his malice ang 
revenge. Repent accepting him humi - 
liation and mortification ſhould be my por- 
tion ; nor will he, I fear, be appeaſed, 
but by my intire deſtruction. I can but 
be rebuked; therefore my ſentiments ſhall; 
not be ſuppreſſed. Is this a being that 
I have choſen in preference to nene 
Dingley, - who is not only maſter —_— 
perſonal recommendation, but evidently 
poſſeſſed of humanity, generoſity, and 
love? How: fondly: did he doat upon me? 
and when the hand of ſickneſs; robbed; - 
my countenance of every. attraction for 
the reſt of his ſex, how was his tender- 
neſs and- affiduity -augmented? — His was, 55 
the voice of friendſhip, the moſt endear- 
ing friendſniip . ſoothing, harmoniziug;: - 
his looks replete with benignity—and; 


would he:have hung over me in tender ap- 


44510 r r * the cottage, —/ 
4 8 3 tad 


a * 
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had not his reſpect, his delicacy, reſtrained 


him i My honour was his firſt, his prin- 
cipal care. Oh! I read all the valuable 
meaning. of the reſerve he impoſed upon 


himſelf, and ſhall ever remember it with 


the higheſt e and p IE 


tud ne! 1851 


How diſmal the changed Sir Matthew 
did not return till very late: he was in- 
formed generally of the accident, and 
very Reiber ba me for going out 


alone. 
51s 


e He E punher have: given alty 


% pounds than his horſes ſhould have met 
„with ſuch à fright, — or ſo worthy a2 
*« ſervant received ſuch injury: haped it 
&© would/beacautibafor the future; and 
& if Lehoſe to ride aut when he him- 
<< {elf could not accompany me, that 1 
«© would permit the houſekeeper to at 
tend me, Who would point out a very 
different; and much properer route 


6 "IR Ie could ꝑropoſe to my+ 
E 2 6 ſelf 


ee rp ef, 


ſelf in going ſo near the end of Port- 

„ mouth town, he really was at a Joſs to 
, £ conjecture z but there Was no account- 
| « ing at all times for SP 8 humours 


« and fancies.” ee 
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I made no reply to this very As: 

arangue —** Tispoſſible, thought I, that 
te he has drank too freely, and by reſent- 
e ing incivility, I may expoſe myſelf to 
ce inſult. I am bitterly | conſcious he 1 
& ſome reaſon to be diſſatisfied with me.” 


The morning, at length, arrived. — He 


, haſtily left my apartment, and has - | 
N diſtant, ſullen, and unkin 


fince. But be ſhall meet with, due « . 
pi 06s The woman who vouchſafes to 
ſeek the reaſon of unkindneſs, betrays a 
deſire of removing it; a deſire that he is 
too indifferent to me, and too ungenerous 
ever to excite. e! 1 Hit n 


. 
ry * 
. w 31 L 


"He fets a very pretty huſband-like ex- 


e ee me from the knowledge 


of 


7 
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of whttever paſſes f in his bfeall and is 
undoubtedly too reaſonable to expect a 
contrary conduct from me. — Diſtaſte and 


diſpleaſure will hereafter be the only feel- 
"ol [ ſhall be able to entertain for him. 


p nn 
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| | Prom the l 
H byvirt 
HI my ſiſter, the ſhocking ſecret is 
at length revealed, — and I have the 
Ne” tnisfortune of fuſpected virtue 
to Contend with! How little did 1 fore- 
ſes tlie malicious, the baſe conſtruction 
that Has been put upon the poor worthy 
"eblonel's behaviour! — The whole acci- 
dent, from firſt to laſt, is conſidered as 
the effect of premeditation wand, not- 
"with! anding I was | perfedtly 1 ignorant of 
_ the road the fellow was taking—had from 
E 3 my 
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my firſt ſetting out ſubmitted myſelf eng 
kirely to his choice; — and from my ſitua- 
tion was excluded from every poſſibility of 
learning that the colone! was at Portſ- 
' mouth';eyery circumſtance of that day's 
fatal excurſion has unhappily concurred 
to fix a ſtain upon my reputation, and 1 
am nelther heard for believed. This 
wicked baronet imputes even my requeſt 
of being brought to this odious place to my 
_ expectation of being caſt in the colonel's 
way,—calls me practiſed net —arüif⸗ 
cial deceiver—and himſelf a wretched in- 
, JRreg © N N 1 7 | ; 0 e 
And de 1 Tive to be thus deal ai. 
nocent as I am even in intention Bur 
"that bleſſed" innocence proves my great 
ſupport. Let him denier im vil- 
ny me, agreeable to the rancour of his c own 
+ cortup heart. Colonel Dingle) knbws 
it is unmerited, and his good opinion, and 
conſeious integrity, is more than ſufficient 
to make me ſmile ”M his black vagaries. 


But 
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Hut the world —and what is this wprld ? 
A, bug- bear of the imagination !—I ſhall 
never more be permitted to enjoy it, un- 
leſs my conſtitution, out · laſts this monſter 
of a huſtand nd let it amuſe itſelf 
ſtill remain uncontaminated and xiſe the 
higher in that eſteem, that is ſuperior with 
"M5. every other conſideration. DORSAL 
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I am, however, permitted to write, on 
the pretty modeſt condition that all m 
letters ſhall be conveyed to the poſt-houſe 
either by himſelf or one of his diabolical 
meſſengers —With all my ſpirit! — and 
_ ſhould he be tempted to view his own like- 
meſs from the pen of an injured. wife, —let 
him add another meanneſs to thoſe he has 
already practiſed, and break the ſeals, I 
am not ſufficiently myſelf to draw, him 
at preſent in his proper colours; but he 
may depend upon it, the lines ſhall be 
both dt and kalt. Bey do . him 


* 7 6 30 
E4 But 
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But I ſhould inform you how dumſily | 
he was pleaſed to diſcover his baſe ſuſpi- 
cions to me. 

; SMoIHIFBSQA&915 1 of "ills 10 ig 1 

L.was—fhall I tell you | how I was at 
that/ inſtant employed, when the dinners». 
bell fummonet -me to appear before him? 
Pope's Eloiſe, I believe, by accident,” lay 
open upon my toilet: — ſome lines of it 
are very ſtriking, eſpecially what then more 
immediately engaged my ett as'T' 
was A r rr — jo rg 9 


| ; . 


«Of all aMiQtors dagen a woke gif 55 
* rn. e hardeſt ſcience to forget.” 
Fi nor aims rl to: 1005 4 eo hits 
My 6 would have prompted me 
to indulge a thouſand melancholy ſoft re- 
flections, but I nevertheleſs 2 not 
toi attend my gloomy tyrant. 
ie noir o ns Hommoy 2) 4} Þ 501 2 
On entering the patlour, the firſt ob- 
ject that ſaluted my eyes was that very 
1 re of whom I gave you 
"A a ſhort 
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a ſhort deſcription in my cottage · adven- 


cure Ved if 49465 dy bitestq eur 5 

The fight of him ſo unexpected — ſome 
recollectibns I however bluſhed, and was 
unable to conceal my ſurpriae, or, if you 
| pleaſe; in the baronet's Wer — 
ö 1 ui 5 15 


i nas * ay laid the n 
ling, half. advancing reptile, T ſee you 
ce pretty well recovered from your late 
« accident. —I really had much appre- 
<< henſion of ſome bad conſequence, — 
4 Your fright' He hemmed—pauſed— 
and caſt a look of meaning _—_— the 
a vis Matthews) N 
we Wes A ſaid 1 0 « it 
<« ſeems you was moſt extraordinarily af- 
6 feed for ſo common an occaſion, as 
well as the gentleman) who did me the 
« honour to ſhow you great civility. —[ 
66 $a, indeed, that he was arrived 
6c in 
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in this part of the country,. but | little 
expected to hear that my wife had had 
*© an, interview, with him, or was capa- 
ble ef enjoying a couple of hours pri- 
ate converſation with a man who 19 
« yecently attempted: to murder her huſ- 
band. = But perhaps it was not poſſihle 
do refuſe ſo trifling an indulgence (how- 
« ever inconſiſtent with honour, or, pru- 
& dence) as I underſtand the gentleman's 
<. tenderneſs and aſſiduity was ſuch, as 


naturally enough led my friend, here, 


into the opinion, that you was his pro- 
e perty, not mine. But I am ſurpriſed 


5 ſo well-bred a ſpark ſhould commit 


eugh a breagh of good manners, a8, to 
return only abuſe jor the civil concern 
14. expreſſed for, his, bealth.—It Was no 
less ſoreian to his general character, 
chan impolitic at that juncture, as it 
5 could not fail to convey a prejudice, 
\<, where, it would. have been his intereſt 
« to have recommended himſelf,” “ 


4 74 "; 


. | Aſtoniſb- 
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Aſtoniſhment — contempt — mortifica- 
| tion and anguiſh for ſome moments ſealed 
my lips; and recollection occurring, 
previous to the power of utterance, I diſ- 
dained making à defence at ſo deſpicable a 
tribunal, but, durſting into tears of in- 
dignation, relieved my own' breaſt, and, 
| J believe, both difappoitted and Fung he 
an ne. 10.9714 


The . W ee ee ene 
perfectly frantic with rage and reſentment. 


Mir. Surgeon in vain endeavoured to 
uccount for a ſilence ſo far different to 
what he expected the affair would have 
: proticced. — Fits, revilings, and every ſpe- 
| "cies of low fury, he had prepared himſelf 
| to encounter upon the occaſion, from a 
good woman's having fallen to his lot, 
who was by no means ſparing in either 
violence or ill language, on the ayes 
provocation, | | 


86 What, 


6⁰ te Id Toner e 4-1.1NF 
* Wrhat, madam »” excla Zh med 9144 you 


will find him but b by p prop bel ee <6 — 
al” 


1 not Woltt aft anſwer ?—and do you 
add ne glect to the other i injuries [ have 
lined Fan A pretty return, indeed, 
for my temper and 'forbearance this 
* whole week paſt. — was , convinced 
«you had your private motives for chuſ⸗ 
* ing a retreat ſo ill adapted to your n na- 
44 tural inclination ; ; and, when T found 
«' the enemy was ſo near, "Judged"! it ne- 
«"ceflary to be upon my guard; ;—howe- 
4. ver, as I was far from ſufpecting that 
« you bad been before-hand with all n my 
* precautions, Tobſerved the utmoſt | mo- 
e eration, —and mould have f removed 
ery reſtraint on the removal of the 
« Wand ;—but, not ithſtanding the hurt 
onè of my fervants had received; and 
«the abſence of the other, 3 
« them from t making FO TI on your 
— conduct, vet you ſee the knowledge of 
* jt was not to eſcape 1 me; and, in fpite 
«© of 


6 
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of the gentleman's prudence, in play- 
« ing leaſt j in ſight, and amuſing one per · 
« ſon, , and employing another, to pro · 
« long, his fatisfaQtion ; —there was ſuffi- 
« cient evidence bo bo boch of 1 Jar 
40 unworthineſs. 


5H 13071 * 1 


Sa 


My diſpaſſionate accent, 6 * is not the 
« matter you charge me with, but the 
«yn manner that I contemn, Had you re- 
« quired an explanation of every particu- 
65 lar of my conduct that day, I ſhould | 
« have, conſidered you as entitled to re- 
« * ceive it —l wanted | not to be confronted 
< by ſuch a—gentleman.- had nothing 


3 ther a S996 to. conceal, —and 


1 


5 . 

« by enquiring of your, { ſervants how the 
« accident Was producec let me intreat 
« you, fir, to examine t them their in- 
'« tegrity, their conſequence, their teſti- 


„ mony 


* 


| . convinced will jag e obyiated, 
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« mony cannot be inferior to what hab 
* already had weight with you and 
« am willing to abide by - your juſtice 
« and judgment, when you have thus 
cleared up every ſhadow - ee 

* neee d n9vownert „ieee 


n 10 SIND bot eUODLLEH 
*. You muſt /excuſe me, i tes 
turned the ſneering baronet ö but 1 b 
have not been fo backward in obtaining 
* every poſfible light into this affair, as 
1 you may imagine. I have not only 
4 received: the 'fellows' confeſſion of their 
* fjignotance, from your good manage- 
4 ment, —but likewiſe the honeſt report 
tt of the poor deluded cottager, WM, T | = 
& believe, \ will be ſome time before ſe 
& recovers her ſurprias at your confidence 
© and artifice. Little did ſhe think ſoo 
« young, ſo modeſt a looking lady could 
; « have been capable of ſuch impro- I 
“ per behaviour. Habe you = we ” 
* en A * wo? l e 0 


Gas . Wr 7 [1 * 
> * JEN U . » WT. 
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acknowledge, fir,” ſaid I, 4% that 
& your whole conduct upon the occaſion 
&« is, àdmirable.— Far be it, therefore, 
© from me, to except againſt what is ſo 
&« evidently untexceptiofiable,—T have one 
<« ſatisfaction, however, beyond the reuck 
< of the moſt malicious induſtry, or moſt 
« injurious: attacks, —a conſciouſneſs of 
« my dun but l will not mention it — yon 
4c cnnot, dare not ſuſpect it and as T 
« ſhall never be ſo abandoned, as even to 
ce diſtegard appearances, my future be- 
ce haviour ſhall'be as blameleſs as my paſt 
« intentions ; —and I will compel you to 
ce be aſhamed of your preſent ſuſpicions. 
<& hape you will not inſiſt upon my fit- 
« ting” down With, ſuch à wicked (not to 
& mention how deſpicable a) being, who 
&« has not only attempted to lab an li- 
<« therto unblemiſhed reputation, but to 
ce ſow, diſlenſion between parties whoſe 
„ happineſs ought to be held ſacred!“ 
So faying, I was for tetiring with pre- 
Cipitation ; but my lord and maſter was 
| by 

3 
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err A 

\ no means in the complying — 7 | 

he therefore, by his authority, or Xa er 

my condeſcenſion;” placed me oH my u uſual 
ſeat, and I did the honours of his table 

with the utmoſt grace a proud offended 


«heart would permits 


But, .notwithfanding ny paſſiveneſs 
with reſpect to the aboye - mentioned ar- 
ticle, I was neither, diſpęſed nos cuaſent- 
ing to participate the repaſt. but eee 
filent, reſerved, and unſociable t 
ter of which my unſoiled plate. was ol 
inconteſtible proof. — at length obtained a 
happy releaſe,—and. have, thus preſenced 
you wich a a faithful account of every par- 
ticular. "How it will terminate I know 
not; but as inſlaming his groundleſs jea- 
louſy would but prove a confirmation with 

the world of the juſtice of it, I ain de- 

termined to ſupport every conſequence” in 
ſuch manner us I flatter myſelf will 10 | 


eee n, 
il e eee | 
jen gms bo) ee . Aalen, 


sf 
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| Adieu, my dear ſiſter ;—cruel or kind, 
I find my POR, for, you n of 
diminution. "= 
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L bone ene 


'1'Mifs mere, t0 Nl. fs Brien, 
Lorri oth) $1100 12409497 ” 
Letter from Sir Matthew Saaxley 

to mamma !—what can it contain? 
I die with curioſity, —She cannot ſurely 
be dead—fhe has never run away. —I muſt 


e to learn the en 


| "gw Gl 1 * „ „ | 
FF ry OR 
\ My — beak — pleaſed to u 
ſomewhat of ber reſerve, and, on my 
entering her dreſſing · room, put the letter 
ſhe had juſt received into my hands. 
Read it,” ſaid ſne, Kitty, read the 
„ mortifying contents -I am, indeed, 
Vor. II, F ſorry 
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« ſorry you ſhould purchaſe your know- 
< ledge of an ill-natured world at ſo dear 
« à price, as on .the_ preſent. occaſion, 
That poor thing is. moſt vilely, and, I 
4e do believe, unjuſtly,;traduced, —L can 
| . not trace the leaſt probability of deſign 
&« in the whole affair. and muſt conſider 
« it as merely the effect of one of thoſe 
„ unlucky chances that ſometimes heſal 
t the moſt prudent and conſiderate of us 
« all. Vet, my child, it may teach you 
60 this one important truth, that indiſ- 
60 cretion is as capable of giving an irre- 
“ parable ſtab to the faireſt reputation as 
ec actual crimes as in the latter caſe 
„ the very worſt is public in the firſt in- 
ſtancę, the, former ſeems to imply more 
e than our _— nene. * 
3Janob do 1 10t bigg ar ene N £1 
* kettle of fiſh bas ſhe made of 
it truly! Nothing would ſerve her lady- 
ſhip, but retiring in the dumps to Sir 
Matthew's old manſion near Portſmouth; 
=— N gonyealent ſituation for what 
| ſaon 


- 
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ſdon enſued. The knight had an en- 


gagement left her à few Hours to her 
own inventions: he began immediately 
to exerciſe her authority as miſtreſs. The 
chaiſe by her orders is drawn out, Land 
away ſhe drives * Fable enough In 


waer für er. f Win 
Jin 9 94180 2. 193 57 1 E 1 
The fellow had ede Baß laid 


artifice Vu or IL could by no means 


nave acquitted ourſelves 16 cleverly upon 


ſach.an-oecafiby, He takes a route that 
brings them pop upon the celonel, who 
was either returning from a review, or 
ſome preparatory: parade; and; the more 
effectually to conceal madatm's forward- 
neſs and indiſcretion, at the hazard of 
his own neck, overturns the carriage, — 
and well was he oy for it without e! 
to gbgim 5: bt (it 10 ie 199 

A cottage (y0W ey judge how det 
dentally) was at hand. — The lady is con- 
veyed to it by her gallant lover one 
ſervant is diſpatehed for à furgeon—the 
* F 2 other 


other in * of W to * one 
but e ee the whole care 
of his miſtreſs fell to the Es s thare,” 


T3 YT) 7 (5! 7 190! A F 


The: poor ignorant woman gives a ſtrange 
account of that part of the ſcene ſhe was 
permitted to be witneſs of. —Such loving, 
ſuch ſighing, ſuch _ whining, and 15 
dying, as ſurfeits one but to think 0 

The ſervant, at length, returns with th 

ſurgeon,—who was led into an error by 
(at leaſt A the colone]'s fond behaviour that 
1, ſuppoſe occaſioned my delicate coufin 
—— — delicate ſenſations. As fure 2 as 


you. are alive, he concluded they Were 
man and wife. e £95 ach 
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in 1 iſces the gentleman ſnapped. him 
up very ſhort, on his communicating the 
opinion he had. conceived ; ;—which, by 
the way, was ry impolitic, as. it l 
opened his mouth againſt them both. Ma- 
dam was brought, home in a fine condi- 
—_—_ as * Matthew forbore being 
"248 JL in- 
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inquil tive, and't e ſe rvants told 0 Pa o tiles, 
ſhe hu aged. herſelf \ with the hope 00 all 


would 155 over. 


e hath," b 1e. my 
tar ars, was engaged. that very 440 fortnig 
13 hunting match ;—and who fhould A 


ong | to the fag end of the compatiy, büt 
che very { ſurgeon * 1 ute 


Th W191 27) i 


© The whole party di di ned together, —a "Ih 


the f fellow happening to be naturally volu- 
PH and communicative, and not el 


911 1. 2A p< 


TATE 


their entertainment. 


429 s of all preſent (except thofe of 
30 Thr doating übe) r 

"tickled ; — but 41 unfortunate gentle 
man (Who does not poſſeſs che brigbtelt 
N underſtanding) unable 0 fupportthemirth 
of the company, "tough by no means 
pointed, as the fürgeon Had prudently 
F 3 named 
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named no names, —was ſo mean ond * 
; diculous as to bethreyy his own 81 
| nib ia | 

The company ititiedintel/ bd a their 
features into a leſs rifible form; affected 
10 condolt their neighbour's misfortune;— 
Who, caſting about for revenge, and a 
proper untarelling of every horrid circum⸗- 
ſtance, gave Mr. Surgeon. an invitation 
to dine with him the next day. In X fort, 
my lady, to her unſpeakable confuſion, 
Was confronted and Sir Knight ae 
An. convinced of Wy GOT: wh ; 


800 far for information. He then m- 


TEX 


© = = - 


nor any other of his Wife s relations, wt 
condemn him for ſhewing ſome reſentment, 
where the provocation is ſo flagrant : — 
that he found the colonel was embarked ; 

but nevertheleſs he had retrenched het 4a- 
amin s liberty, and could not ſay when 
| he 


Miss PYUTTBORQUGH. 77 


he ſhould prevail upon himſelf to enlarge 
groſs degree; for, notwithſtanding he 
was ſenſible ſhe had ſome liking for Ding- 
ley, he had ever conſidered her as a wo- 
man of the niceſt honour, and the laſt 
| perſon who would: have brought either 

| herſelf or him into eee n 
ws 1 nde with within he 
at upon mamma to viſit Hamp- 
„ ſhire, in order to ſatisfy: herſelf that he 
| has not exaggerated matters; and, if poſ- 
| ſible, trace out ſome favourable circum- 
ſtance to deliver his mind from the horror 
with which it is oppreſſed. He cannot 
bear to be ſtigwatiſed, as is uſual, in ſuch 
caſes :—and he is convinced no perſon 

but herſelf can; obviate that misfortune.” 

| 199M tot cmd noabro 

My mother inſiſted upon. my returning 
the curious epiſtle (which I did without 
one comment the inſtant I had peruſed 
4 11s it} 
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it) or 1 would have preſented you with 
: affe 8 &> 5" e 


bomething RE eee ae out 
of this incident, — Suppoſe I ſhould be 
able to her to let m r 
, e t A Hen 125 
—— for, though you are many 
miles diſtant from Sir Matthew's, It ſhall 
go hard with me but I will make ye 
viſit. What a happy adventure, if 
ductive of h "Happy" \confequejices 1 
Adieu. bondoiltitmmmog disgs me 1 sq e' VI! 
Unit 2) 228 zlib 19 19 NSY9Y 109 2107 
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1 * Wie - NNO 
Up aneh, 142 mon nattib colic 
T OTWITHSTANDING: your very 8 
teel requeſt to mamma, never more 
to Dn own. child to act the ſecre-' 
tary's part, I am again commiſſioned to bo 
the conveyancer of diſagreeable tidings. 


My couſin has unhappily rendered her- 
ſelf the whole country and town's talk, — 
is a priſoner in her own houſe, —and, as 
her indiſcretions have been moſt glaring, 
it is very uncertain when ſhe may obtain 
her enlargement, 

For my part, I cannot conceive what 
end ſhe could propoſe to herſelf in grant- 
: ing 


11 . IN EE TTY Ä — — 
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ing the colonel an interview in an obſcure 
cottage. Could ſhe ſuppoſe the boſom of 
norance was a proper repoſitory for ſo 
important a ſecret ?—But your very wiſe 
ones are ever the moſt liable to fall into 
crror. It ſeems the colonel was ſo very 
unguarded in his behaviour, as to give | 
the alarm. The old cottager called in a 
neighbour, — who being ſo ſituated as to 

_ wvex-hear their whole converſation, made 
fuck a report,” as I would — 
wu * — _ ru 


It was eee 
filter was by no means indifferent reſpect- 
ing ber colonel, — though ſhe delighted in 
diſplaying ker power, and renderings bim 
xicieulous z—nor was it neceſſary: to in- 
form any beholder. how deeply he was 
caught. I only mention this cireumſtance 
as a ſtronger proof of the impropriety of 
their meeting privately, —I own it is both 
2 mortifying, as well as a very ſcandalous 
affair. 4 am attacked wherever I appear; 

and, 
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and, notwithſtanding all my efforts, am 
capable of VOUS ny en de- 


fence. 


180% 200-—* 19159 | 

, „eee my uncle was to exert himſelf 

upon the occaſion. *- Perhaps he might 
be able to effect a tolerable. accommoda- 
tion z—otherwiſe God knows what may 
he... the, conſequence, — Her reputation, 
however, in all events, is utterly demo- 
liſhed ;—agd though I may be ſo unhappy 
as to incur your diſpleaſure a ſecond time, 
in return for my concern for a thoughtleſs 
relation; I muſt preſume. to repeat my 
-wiſh, that ſhe. had ſtill remained ſafe. in 
your harmleſs village. A diſpoſition that 
is naturally miſchievous, cannot be better 
reſtrained en by _ air * narrow 
res vol ond 


| . joins in ne el * 
this family- misfortune, with, &c. &c.. 
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Mrs. BAT80N to Mis Wass 

do vagsday Hue die. 2d 017 755 
} nau, 421 A 20 t5 Dr 
+SHouLD. think. myſelf. inexcuſable, 
if I was to treat this ſecond friendly 
57 of yours as I did a former one, as 
it really demands a Ni 
Len pn 1 0 bs GETS 115 


 \Novwithitanding I Meath to la- 
ment the opportunity my poor ſiſter's con- 


duct has furniſhed you with, of ſhining 


at ber expence, 1 own you ive Teaſon'to 


rejoice at it, 2. neither 1, nor any ether 


perſon either of your family or acquaint- 


ance, could Dun er have diſcovered the 


N n a 
1419 # 
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0 Kitty, vouthiand, 3 en 


intolerably miſlead you !—But beware of 


misfor- 
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* * * 


misfortunes 0 are by 1 no means the 
—and bitter debt en oc be your 
portion in a fallen ſtate, from your having 
been incapable of fixing one friend, even 
in the day of pur. faiteſt rr NN oF 


2716 


As to the worthy though unhappy ob- 
ject of your former envy and preſent” af- 
feed contempt, 1 muſt tell you, - thyt 
ſhe had ſufficient charity to cover (if pol- 
ſible) even crimes; conſequently the 
few indiſcretions ſhe has committed; earry 
an amiable palliation along with them 
ande do.proteſt to you, that, aſperſed 
and vilißed as ſhe, is at this period, the 
bas ahthouſand times more merit in my 
eyes than the little, malicious, pert, un- 
feeling mortal, that would hunt AE 
only, for her ſuperior, expellen | 


*17 519909} ib D 2 bſuo⸗ 


Come, Miſs Kitty, intreat you wou "4 
come and viſit our little village, Her 
Np tang the dete one that has 
0 2% oV ba | known 


OS | 4 7 
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| ben diſtreſs, would ſoon grate your 
11 unwilling ears. She never exulted in any 
| one's misfortunes, ſhe never handed 
| | about a cruel feandalous tale, whatever, its 
1 foundation, —but-induſtriouſty checked its 
progreſs, Whenever propagated: ſhe was 
a general reſtorer and preſerver of peace; — 
the aged and afflicted found eaſy acceſs 
to her ʒ and ſhe rejoiced in a far gredter 
of the one with J oy, and the other with 
1 | conſolation; than ſuch a diſpoſition as 
4 yours. is capable of doing, even upon fs 
| agreeable 1 as W 
2 + Fs; D 1:8 30: JDNEIGONQOE: 104 
tog 19103 266 4U0Y 19743 
| | 1 have encloſed be jetters to my __ 
1 that will ſet this matter in a very different 
light to what it at preſent appears. — She 
will not fail to do the injured juſtice, — 
| and perhaps you may very ſoon be enabled 
to enter public aſſemblies without your 
delicate and friendly apprehenſions of 
ns 20. An Truth will and muſt 
prevail, 


3 
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prevail, however cruſhed. for a time 3 
and I only hope, for the reputation of the 
family, that your future conduct may 
never bring a greater ſtain upon your ho- 
nour, or wound your 'mother's peace more 
inſupportably, than the late ſteps of my 
eee rer 1910N01 


4 ms 


„ No harden * ever could attain per- 
fection, or I ſhould flatter myſelf with 
living to ſee the only blemiſh in lady 
Sanxſey's nature totally eradicated. As [ 
write to my aunt, I have no commiffions 
ta charge you with; therefore only beg 
your acceptance of all due thanks ſor the 
favour yu have na upon, &c. &c. 
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AM ſenſible bow great a rade 
be to your humane heart, tö Hive 
the reputation of a poor unthinking (tho 
dy no means criminal) creature toſſed 
about ſo mereileſsly as my ſiſter's is at 
preſent. But I will not complain of the 
world ;—what quarter can be expected 
from ſtrangers, when our own family be- 
gn. the WF + ces $71) 42 „tts (2546 


Hoes blameable lady. Sanxſey's con- 


duct, with reſpect to the diſpoſition of 
her perſon, the aceident that has wounded 


her fame is as groundleſs as malicious. 
1 cannot give you a better idea of the 
world's injuſtice, than by putting her un- 
diſguiſed 
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diſguiſed ſentiments into your hands. — 
Her language was ever the language of ſin- 
cerity, and, however ſhe may have de- 
ſcended to err, ſhe ſcorns to deceive. 


As to the wreteh who is now moſt un- 
happily maſter of her fate, ſhe is abun- 
dantly his ſuperior, even in her preſent 

- diſgraceful; circumſtances; — for, at leaſt, 
her manger of ſupporting his ill treatment 
of ber has a merit in it, that his ungene- 
tous ſoul, muſt never pretend to. I have 
hitherto dealt out reprehenſion and in- 
ſtruction with a liberal hand ;—but I muſt 
acknowledge, notwithſtanding the advan- 
tage a, mere ſtander-by bas, upon every 
occaſion, over the parties engaged, (from 
being free from paſſion, and devoid of pre- 
udice,) that ſhe could not have acted more 
properly by the beſt advice I am eapable of 
giving, — than ſhe has now done from the 
dictates of her on prudence and under- 
ſtanding.— Ves, my aunt, I am proud to 
think with how much dignity and pro- 
Vor. II. G ptiety 


i be Hisr on of 1! 


priety he has conducted herſelf towards 
ber canard judge, 9 and wok or ſeientivul 


accuſer, HUN 


«1 CY 4 &. * 7 - 
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ö“ de the pes to veedaclgb 
or juſtify rebellion in à wife; but, con- 
ſidering the natural pride of my fiſter's 
heart (the bad effects of too great indul- 


gence) and the wrong, provoking, and 
illiberal meaſures Sir Matthew has taken 


with her, I could not deny her the aſylum 


of friendſhip, if ſhe Was, to deliver herſe 
from all undue 9 5 e 


unn 13 4 ; F x 


embarked : « by.” am miſtaken if he _— 
not otherwiſe have moſt © feverely chaftif.d 
them not that it would have = 
buted-"in - the Jeaſt to heal her wounded 
fame, —but man hte could PK have” 
g borne ſuch mae. m 
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The teſtimony of the ſervants, the 
poor old woman's depoſition; would have 
more weight with the ſenſible and well- 
diſpoſed, than any other evidence and 
I. ſhall never reſt, until a proper perſon is 
employed to examine them. I need not 
apologize to you for giving you this trou- 
ble, as I am ſenſible your heart is ſuch, 
that you find your reward in the execution 
. er and benevolent ations, 


" 9 i 


44-4 £ 406456544000004 


LETTER XII. 


G00 dy Jacksox to Colonel Dixouyy. 


Is 


1 A + ans. 


5 Erk Voux Hongun, N 
8 the old proverb ſays, When we 
want to beat x dog, We are ne- 

ant at a loſs for a ſtick. That ſweet 
gentle woman that you brought to our hut 
in ſo piteous a condition, has been very 

241 | 62 roughly 
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Rf 34h 


84 The MILF ONS of 
9 


ndughly handled 8 you left theſe parts, 
and for no varſal dates, but W W l. 8 
—— her. nein N 


V3 44/1 414471 [+ 1——- Tr 


Here have I and my hor eee been 
raiſed out of out beds, both early and 
2 to tell gags vt 1 Wer 

45 My Soni Or $91 0 a7 from why 
„ harm being done, there was not the 
«+. leaſt ſign of a bad intention: the gen- 
e tleman, God love him, is but ill re- 
* warded for his goodneſs.— To be ſure, 
] thought he would have died upon the 
« ſpot with grief ;—and when he! went 
es under the ſhed; though I durſt not 
< ſpeak, I ſee'd all through a hole in the 
<« thatch, and verify thought he was diſ- 
4 tracted mad. Ah, that he loves the lady, 
c ig as certain ſure, as that J ſtand here 
alive; but with no more ill than the 
“love of a baby. It pitied me ſorely to 
+ ſee he mene ſhe was in ; and 


8 1 ce then 
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“% then the ſpeeches he made, — and, 
de again, her anſwers, would have pierced 
© a heart of ſtone:—1 am ſure not even 
<« patient Griſſel, or the Chilares: * the 
Mood, was ever. half, ſa . 
* ee al would not do; 
bo] can't ſpeak your gentlefolks lingo, — 
and ſo. they put ill |//rudrons on what I 
ſaid, and turned it all their own way. 
Indeed, I know my own : know—if ſome 
folks (good for nothing as they are) had 
not been falſe-hearted and bribed, as a 
body may fay, this could never have hap- 
pened.— Well, pride and malice ſeldom 
thrive, —I myſelf ſee him o'er- paid for his 
trouble, — and be need not ſure have 
blabbed. But God's will muſt be done !— 
The Lord ſend the poor lady may not be 
brought tõ her grave amongſt them. I 
hope your honour will not blame us, nor 
be leſs kind to poor Matt, if you ſhould 
light of him; for we would ſerve you 
by night or by day, and have reaſon to 
G 3 bleſs 
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bleſs the hour that brought you, to our 
_ 


I walked hs to your landlord at Portſ- 
mouth, as you, directed, and got him to 
write W as, Lad help me, I can nei- 

ther write nor read, or I would tell you 
what he ſays of you ;—but he will 
nothing in that he does not like, —and 
had a deal of treaty to get him to give my 
own. ſtile ; z“ But,” ſaid I, * his ho- 
4 nour knows my heart fo well, that if 
44 you will not write it as I ſpeak it, he 
cc; won't be above half-pleaſed. 80 no 
more at preſent, than kind love i: «Oy 
from your ho! honour's' '&&, be. % 
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Colonel Dns to Mr. BuoorsANE. 


407 7 | 


1 is 3 Ned, chat ! have removed 
myſelf at a cruel diſtance from my 


8 


3 


beloved Miſs Pittborough, but have by no- 


means found the diſſipation I ſought for. 
Hoyever,, 1. am at preſent rouſed from 
my melancholy depreffion, by an unex- 
pected incident. My mind, in ſome de- 
gree, experiences its uſual activity my 
invention is caſting about for ways and 
means ;—and my imagination has ſtarted 
(with ſome friendly affiſtance) an imper- 
fect plan of a purſuit, that will afford me 
much buſineſs, if not amuſement. 


You muſt have learned the termination 
of -our expedition from the public papers. 
Be that as it may, I am not now diſ- 


G4 poſed 
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poſed to enter upon the ſubject; —I have 
more intereſting employment for my pen. 
— Read, read the enelbſed; and if I do 
not fix upon ſome method of puniſhing 
every maliclous accomplice in this laſt 
black affair, - conclude that my misfor- 
tunes have deſtroyed both my capacity and 
ae! 1 60 i431 þ 


Miſs Kiety Eaton as the 3 ori- 
ginal, ſhall alſo be duly remembered. 
The obligations ſhe has conferred upon 
me, ſhall be repaid with intereſt. —I will 
ſecure her from every ſpecies of injury ;— 
but her humiliation ſhall be ſevere,” and 
as conſpicuous as the ſun! My plot is 
pretty well formed with reſpect to her, 
but not yet Tipe for execution: — I will 
not thetefore, anticipate the pleaſure 2 
full communication will hereafter afford | 
you, 'by premature” hints. —As for Mr. 
Surgeon, and his co · operator, Sir Knight 
of the poſt, they may depend Ay: beſt 
fervices, 143 | 
Do | 
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Do you not admire the honeſt ſimplici- 
ties of the poor creature's ſtile : {for j am 
ſenſible every expreſſion is her on) her 
amanuenſis is a worthy hearted fellow, and 
would neither add nor ones 
an he Nen was concerned. 

Little did Ii e 8 I gare ban. 
the injunction to inform me of every 
change or incident, and engaged his pro- 
miſe of aſſiſting her good intention with 
his {kill in a ſcience it is her misfortune: 
to be, unacquainted with ;—that ſhe would 
ſo ſoon have had ſo juſt and ſo extraordi- 
nary an occaſion for complying with. it. 


I do aſſure you, I have gained a treaſure 
in her ſon Matt, whom I have placed about 
myſelf. His diſpoſition is ſo valuable, and 
his underſtanding ſo ſtrong, that (but for 
the cloud of iiliterateneſs) I would have 
made a better proviſion for him; — but is 
not contentment ſuperior to worldly ho- 
nour or affluence? 


I ſhall , 


9% Ther Hus v qny f 


I ſhall return to England in a few weeks 
zt fartheſt/; - but obſerve—incog.—as a , 
report will prevail, and you, muſt. give a 
nanction to it, by affecting to believe it, 

that 1 am making ja ſecond tour to thoſe 
places you and I viſited withrſo much. de- 
light ſome ſeven or eight years ago, to finiſh, 
our education, as the phraſe is. I do not 
mean to truſt myſelf with even one ſight of 
the perſon on earth I moſt wiſh to ſee, what · 
ever opportunities my diſguiſe may furniſh 
me with, as the feaſt would be dearly 
_—_ and” ee revive fatal e 
norfotiocg H 951 > Foruo 2» 
ith My dear Mis Kitty 1 how 
ar was I from conceiving that your idea 

* cον,El ever give me delight l But I now 
, profeſs. myſelf, your very humble ſervant; 

* nor will I renounce the intire. deyotion 
© of my perſon and abilities to prove my- 
«ſelf ſuch, until I have brought you to ac- 

meme of my e 
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«For your Take,” and'the Take of A f 
other perfons almoſt equitlly *beloved} I 
ce fotego all my former teſolutions; f 
45 pour fake I feel Hs bermelt e grtie eg u 

returm to 4 ebtintty 14 lately gditted 
0 with anguiſli ard difguſt ;—Lfor yer ARE 
4e will exert the chbiceſt endo ments a 
« my head and heart; nor will I ſpure 4 
1 conſiderable expence to cohvince yorer 


4 N beſt friendſhip.” 4 

How could I be fo long blind to yo 
et üffderlefs perfections? Are not your 
« eyes brighter than the day, your lips the 
« pureſt coral, your voice the perſection 
<vf Harmony, and your breaſt the reſi- 
< deiice of the Graces? No raſh deſign; 
4 holen ſous ſenfztionz no breach” of ve 
c racity, no malicious pleaſure” ever "oy 
"> TO RFI" He 708 

- 1 

. Ab. why was Widebehey for me to 
«wander far, far diſtant from your habi- 


* tation to diſcover your — worth ? 
12 q 6 — B. ut 
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But do not puniſh me for an involun- 
«tary tranſgreſſion — Blindneſs is a mis- 
* fortune, not a fault. I no ſooner ſee 
«© my error, than it is lamented by me.— 
ny Pity therefore, moſt kindly pity the con- 
« gition you have reduced me to ;—receive 
« me into favour, and prove propſtious to 


was. ter e | 


Prithee, Ned, don't conclude that this a- 
poſtrophe to Miſs Hutchens is the ebulli- 
tion of afrantic brain: no, my underſtand- 
ing bas ſeldom been cleaxer than at preſent.-- 
Zut you need not puzzle your rather ſtupid 
Imagination for a ſolution of the myſtery, 
for.) tell you as a friend, that you would 
ind yourſelf as wide from the point in the 
concluſion as beginning of your conjec- 
tures; and reſt aſſured that in due time el 
will preſent you with a key. 


Is this the language of an undone wretch.? 
A wretch that cannot boaſt even the moſt 
diſtant ray of hope for his ſupport ? — who 
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has ſo recently been deprived of the greateſt 
bleffing nature could beſtow, and not only 
finds it torn from his own hands, but com- 
mitted to the poſſeſſion of - It will not do: 
— how ſoon I am out of my depth, when 
I once venture into this troubled water? 


But let me tell you, notwithſtanding f 
cannot conquer my weakneſs, I have learnt 
to reſtrajn it. A neglected perſon, an in- 
conſiſtent behaviour, no longer tell officious 
tales, and proclaim me unfortunate; but k 
am become ſpruce, collected, chatty, and 
compoſed. —I can aſk a queſtion with tole- 
rable pertinence, and give orders without 
exciting the ſtare of amazement. I can 
ſpend a comfortable hour with honeſt Matt 
Jackſon, who, though my ſervant, is eneou- 
raged to relate his humble adventures with 
the prolixity he loves. 


He indeed is now and then ſo bewildered 
in his relation, he knows not how to diſen- 
tangle himſelf, a perverſe Suſan having led 

him 
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bim. a moſt diſgraceful dance; but a ſmile 
his maſter accompanied with an.* Oh 
<« Matt, never be aſhamed of what emperors 
“and kings have practiſed ages ago. — The 
« little god dglights in fportive;tricks—and 
c the more ſincere the *, the more ridi- 
* culous the behavigur;—* cura the thread, 
and he again runs on a vaſt length without 
any interruption. I know you will rejoice 
at every expedient that contributes t full 
the ſorrows of your friend into a pleaſin 
forgetfulneſs, * for ever ſo ſhort a 
riod. n 111 BOIL LDL HOY DART Of 
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Philoſophers and princes have had their 
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Colonel DrxoLzy een, Hetzer. 
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a Wonrur Orp Friend, - * | wi 
: Sincerely thank you for your kind ler- 
ter, and rejoice that I have the power 
to make you ſome amends in the perſon of 
your ſon. 
id ban tan 25 Aol 
enen had stand n our ar- 
rival, eon ſequently there was no other work 
left for us to do, but to eſtabliſh a garriſon. 
I ſoon found your ſon out amongſt the re- 
covered priſoners : he had languiſhed ſome . 
months with a wound in his ſhoulder. I 
put him under our ſurgeon's care, and he 
is even now ſo well, as to be able to walk 
abroad. He would have wrote to you him- 
ſelf, 
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: 
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ſelf, bat for 8 you need not be in- 
„ of : Nen he will put his mark 
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But r ſtoutly recovered, I believe he 
is diſqualified for his majeſty's future ſer- 
vice, I will therefore take him into mine; 
and if kind treatment can compenſate for 
the leſs honourable appointment, he ſhall 
be no loſer, 
Is 1 F210 

0 am much 8 at che woab you 
mention has been given you; but I hope 
ſoon to be in England with your ſon in 
my hand, when we will forget all former 

diſappointments, and give one hour to the 
honeſt __ that will warm your valu- 
able hearts. 5 


1 oY &c. Kc. 
219 511 

0 #16; pug Settles and good wiſhes at- 
tend my old friend and land lord. 
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LETTER XVI. 


Lady SANXSEY to Mrs. BaTson. 


TILL, my dear ſiſter, things con- 
tinue in the ſame mortifying ſtate ; all 
accommodation I fear is impracticable. He 
cannot forget, and J am incapable of for- 


giving; therefore the breach muſt ever re- 
muin. 


We dined together yeſterday, when he 
vouchſafed to tell me, in a mumbling un- 
friendly accent, that he expected a viſitor. 
received the information with modeſt ſi- 
lence, - which was coaltrued into neglect, 
contempt, and a horrid offence. We had 
a pretty warm altercation on the ſubject, 
. when he flounced out of the room, and 1 
retired to my own apartment, to this my 


Vor. II. H darling 


datling employment: which was moſt 
profitably, or moſt ſatisfactorily entertain» 
ed, * will not preſume to determine. 

11 Jn am n . to . 3 it is 
he can expect; but I dare believe it is ſome 
bottle companion, that, however he may 
contribute to chear his hours, will only 
render mine more miſerable. 

Oh my ſiſter, how does the expreſſion 
of one of your letters written in my day 
of folly, occur to me, whenever view my 
faded form: © It was conſcious. integrity 
alone that could enlighten my counte- 
<,nance.,” I have deprived myſelf of that, 
and every charm is fled, agreeable to your 
fatal prediction. 

I have lately read over the matrimonial 
ſervice, and am aſtoniſhed I was not froze 
with horror at that tremendous charge; 
As you ſhall anſwer it at the dreadful day 
of judgment, Met But though I ac- 
= knowlege 


. as 
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knowlege it is far from being any extenua- 
tion of my guilt, I really was fo agitated by 
reſentment and mortified-pride, that I was 
incapable of attending to one ſyllable. A 
pretty condition of mind, indeed, for en- 
tering into ſo ſolemn an engagement! and 
the event is as happy as ſuch a ann 
promiſed. 


I have been a wife now turned of two 
months, and have never been permitted, 
fince the fatal accident of the chaiſe, to have 
one will or inclination of my own grati- 
fied. I have not a retiring place; my cloſet 
is no longer an aſylum; I am as liable to 
be broke in upon there, as in the moſt pay: 
lic apartment. 


If I attempt to perform any act of de- 
votion, I am ſure to be interrupted; and I 
am ſo diſcompoſed by the ſeveral paſſions 
that are rouſed by a ſenſe of indignities, 
that I cannot return to it. But I have 
heard my dear father ſay, that the duties 

H 2 of 
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of a chriſtian do not conſiſt in outward. 

forms; for that, by conforming to the ne- 
ceſſity of our conditions for conſcience lake, 
and performing the good within our. power, 
will be much more acceptable than the 
barely honouring or praiſing our Creator 
with our lips, when i hearts are far from 
him. | | 4; 


I am much beholden to you, for the af- 
feAionate concern you expreſs for my 
health and reputation: you may depend 
upon it, it ſhall be my care, as far as I am 
able, to heal the one, and preſerve the 
other, But I hear a chaiſe : this ĩmpulſe 
of curioſity convinces me I am by no means 
dead to the world, though n dae 
to all its ee 


„ * 5 » 
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Well: Nancy, Sir Matthew has indeed 4 
taken à moſt effeftual method to recom- 7 
mend kimſelf to my faypur, by the com- 
oY panion 
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panion he has choſe for me. What! w was ; 
the ſavage triumph incomplete, unleſs in 
participation with another? Was it not 
ſuR&ent that be himfelf beheld the cruel 
effects of his ſeverity in my emaciated body 
2 depreſſed ſpirits, but he muſt ſummons 
y conſtant well-wiſher Miſs Kitey Hut- | 
ren to be a witneſs of it? — But I will 
even in this reſpect, as heretofore, defeat 
his malice by patient reſignation, 
She will, I doubt not, be all ill- natured 
pleaſure from top te toe ;— nor will ſhe 
let one opportunity ſlip, of puniſhing my 
well remembered deſpicable vanity and ex- 
ultation at the ridotts, I, indeed, had 
ſome' little excuſe. for my folly ; for T' had 
not then forfeited —the' colonel was my 
own.--But her motive for puniſhing it, can 
have no other foundation than barbarous 
revenge. We were at leaſt upon equal 
terms, and I could only make myſelf ri- 
ue, and co. temptidle; but the will 
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now be guilty <P" 5 4 rare ungenerous 
inſult. 9 4 IA! ne 
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(LETTER . 


"OR HuTcnens to Miſs Bivriktp. 


. 
„ 


8 . * oe 


v My ür viel, 1 date moſt ſacceſs- 
fully carried every point my heart 


Aube upon, and have now the pleaſtite 


of writing to you from Sir Matthew Sanx- 
ſey's. 


Av FF 9 45 1 12 


bens mel mud es 
ors 30 Antoine 
"My e had” a multitude of. reaſons 
10 . the baronet” s, invitation, but 
cloſed with my propoſal of becoming her 
repreſentative, with, all the willingneſs, 1 
could either wiſh. or deſire, 1 ſent. a few 
compliments and apologies to his knight- 
ſhip, 
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ſhip, and intreated him to accept of my 
company in ſuch ſtrains as (if I am not 


amazingly miſtaken in his diſpoſition) wn 
with his higheſt approbation.”” 


I wrote to her ladyſhip's miſerable mop- 
ing, ſiſter previous to my journey, but did 
not mention one ſyllable concerning it : 
I knew her too well to expoſe myſelf to 
the danger of an impediment, I really 
queſtion, ſuch is her diſlike of my hard 
nature (as ſhe politely, calls it), and dotage 
of her ſiſter, but that, rather than not 
have preyented my going, ſhe would 
torn herſelf from — and be 
loyed chimney- corner. 


Well, but I am arrived. Nothing worth 
mentioning occurred in my journey. , Sir 
Matthew gave me a molt genteel reception. 
We talked the matter over, — ſhook our 
wWiſe heads with great judgment, —lament- 
ed our ſhare in madam's diſgrace, —and 
laid the ground-work for ſome future de- 
tections. „ 


H 4 My 
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My lady was pleaſed not to make ber 
appearance until the ſupper was ſerved in. 
She ſaluted me coldly, and took her ſrat 
with well-difſembled dignity. It is plain 
the colonel has told her the ĩmpoſition [ 

practiſed upon his credulity. 13H 8 bomup | 
Fichi nas gran gfdw ,4350q to JD 
Sir Matthew, wich all the indifference 
of a ſeven years marriage, (though you well 
know when he was nooſed) diſregarding: 
his lady, paid me all the civility and court 
imaginable. My taſte, my underftandirig, 
my good - nature, and politeneſs, were very 
prettily complimented by him ʒ and upon 
the whale, I don't think ding Ir de- 
1 as + 1 0 a 

I ,aonvat ld „ Hi notlvr 

Upon my l. "RI ladyſhip is finely 
altered het eyes are ſunk: into her head; 
—the much admired daub of her cheeks 
totally waſlied off; Aber face the length of 
my atm; and her voice humility itſelf. — 


O matrimony, matrimony, what miracles 


e re ae, = 
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dhe retired ſome what ſooner than the 
rules of good · breeding preſaribe hut left 
me her eee eee 
Rialq ei I Mingib bsldgisitib low H 
To- morrow we are eee. g 
quated garden; repeat couplets from a 
variety of poets, who have been fooliſhly 
enamoured- of rural ſcenes; drink our 
coffee in a ruinous alcove; and r r 
mee at er ad i 
11 Mt 
ail nen that take an cking' 
to the cottage of cottages, —where the fur- 
geon of ſurgeons will be appointed to meet 
us, and her proud ladyſhip is deſtined to 
te of the party. Judge of my friendſhip, 
when in the midſt of ſuch buſy ſcenes, I 
with pleaſure devote a not ee 
"_ ” _ hours to pow nge 


Nr CEESTY 


2 noon. 


As Thate to do eg by halves, I was 
pawilling to diſpatch my letter without ac- 
quainting 


quainting: you with the ſucceſs of our ex- 
curſion to Goody Jackſon's, as I think 
the old wretch is called. Behold me, then 
returned, and no great light obtained. 
The woman is partial, the ſurgeon reſeru- 
ed, and my lady as mute as a mackarel. 


he diſdains, you muſt undetſtand, at- 
« tempting to juſtifyherſelf: the world has 
& her conſent to judge her as unfavourably 
4c as it pleaſes. —Unmerited cenſure is but 
<< a flight calamity, —when compared with 
« cruel inſult” {including my behavibur I 
ſuppoſe in the latter.) 


OY ap gad, however, that we have 21 
df up 2 companion that i is tolerably liven 
ly and intelli ent. —We took his ſurgeon> 
thi p Home with us, and, in Mort, con 


trived to ſpend a "very ee kind of; 
an uninfipid evening. 


{fi 14 IQ» ; LOTT I © 1910 3M 


But 1 begin to apprehend that T hall 
1% 3181) 113 0 Y 

ſoon | 3 of, my. ftuation, IL 

an 


i 
at 
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I can- be ſo: happy as to contrive ſome 
means of obtaining your company.— I 
muſt flatter up this mortal of à baronet;, 
and who . oO mn _ 
to bear? is „ats ein. 
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1 0 5 a to Mrs Barson- 


1 AM humbled, my * to ** —_ 


duft. My preſent condition affects me 

beyond what I haye ever yet experienced; 

and T am abundantly convinced, that no 

misfortunes are ſo grievous as thoſe that 

bear a conſciouſneſs along with them that 

we ourſelyes have been the author of them. 
5 I $17 


What was Kek nell tot the Wr 1 now 
endure ; ; ſurrounded by ſympathizing aſ- 


fiſting 


| 
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ſaſting friends j nothing left unſaid, no- 


thing left undone, to ſooth the mind into 
— PA body? 


90160 10 {1OHIGGWO 26 11 
I would gladly ſupport myſelf with re- 
ſolution and propriety, notwithſtanding 
the weight of my mortifications is intole- 
rablle to me, for many reaſons. "Ts make 


| atonement, ' nay, if poſſible, L wipe off the 1 


remembrance of paſt follies; to pteſerve 10 
your heart from too great affliction 3 
merit the continuance of à certain perſon's 
approbation ; and defeat the mafee of tie 
moſt unfeeling wretches upon earth; is 
worth a ſtruggle. They ſhall not triumph 
whilt! my health and reaſon remain un- 
aſſeßted : ſhould they fail, —1 Know fit 


| how do I may link. lg 978! bluor [t @q6 5 


in n = SN b BOX TR v5 bons 


But I am miſerably harraſſed. . 200 fatis⸗ 
faction without, — reproaches and bitter 
repentance within z—bandied and ridiculed 


on the one hand;brow-beat” and miſuſed 


en the other 3s it to be born e? 
n Your 
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VLour conduct as free; from blame, as 
your heart has ever been from unworthy 
inclinations, how inconceivably happy are 
your days in compariſon of mine ! 

n hi lem moqqul ViD8!% bibo 1 

An affectionate, indulgent; and diſcreet. 
child a faithful, obliging, and tender wife; 
— 4 ſincere, conſtant, and invaluable 
friend; and a kind, judicious, nay almoſt 
prophetic, adviſer ; is not the oppoſite fate 

we have incurred moſt inconteſtably juſt? 
ſome. few months ago, how great would 
have been my deliverance— But no. 1 
ſhould then have retained my propenſity to 
error (which nothing but the-ſevere hand 
of affliction was able to eradicate,) and per- 
haps ſhould have plunged myſelf into evils 
beyond even what could reach me in my 

| preſent ſtate. 


4 ' z 


F116 1 4 O19) —= [3 C3:! 31 C4 {4 
Jou muſt allow me to ſay, that the for- 
feiture of one affection, that is ſo unmerit- 
edly continued to me, would have exceeded 

a mil- 
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2 million other calamities; and that the 
certainty, that however I may ſuffer in 
the world's opinion, I ſhall be amply re- 
compenſed there; that my undue perſecu- 
tions, as he was the innocent cauſe of them, 
will not fail to endear me to his heart; 
ſpreads a gleam of ſatisfaction and conſo. 
lation over the whole dark ſcene, and will 
bear me through a lang, war e 
W — WOT 0 ; 216190 

-The . Enight, 3 e 
baſe ſurgeon, are the only companions 1 
Bave allowed me. The ſervants are all 
creatures of Sir Matthew's cbuſing ; Argos 
eyed, malicious- minded, unfeeling. Tears 
would but expoſe me to ridicule ;-ancout- 
rageous behaviour would but furniſh them 
with weapons againſt me 322 and even my 
command of temper, and conſtrained re- 
ſignation ſubjects me to the vileſt of ſuſpi- 
cions and cenſure. Do you not think, my 
ſiſter, I have a hard card to play? — Let 
be aſſured I will play it with judgment, and 

have 
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have hope (however urg that the 


W . RAT URI) 
717 4 


"" high-ſpirit | 8 tg 
me ;—but can any meekneſs, any forbear- 
ance; ſurpaſs what I now practiſe? Who 
would have imagined, that the who was'fo 
ſuſceptible of every the moſt minute indig- 
nity; whole pride was flaming out almoſt 
before the ſhadow of provocation could 
reach it: who vas ſo tenacious of her 
rights and privileges, that, in order to ſe- 
cure them from infringement, ſhe would 
defend them before they could be juſtly ſaid 
to be attacked; could ever have tamely 
ſubmitted to ſuch Were. ſuch uh 
ee 0973 111d bluo: 

«Di FU not * a babe rene on 
my behaviour than it deſerves,” I ſtill ſeek, 
I ſtill thitſt for admiration, though of 2 
more ſubſtantial kind than uſual; for the 
truth is, my ſentiments and inclination 
have taken a quite new turn. 


\ 


What 
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What does my good father ſay of his 
mortified daughter's conduct? In what 
eſtimation am J held by your generous huſ- 
band ? If they are ſevere in their cenſures, 

where ſhall 1 hide my head? But it is im- 
poffible; they are, as far as human frailty 

will admit, the ſame to-day, yeſterday, and 

, to-morfow.—They are endued with the 

moſt lively ſenſations of humanity ;—every 

religious duty is ſtrictly obſeryed by them; 

their hearts, their arms, will ever be open 


to the repentant, conſequently their com- 
paſſion and good wiſhes will be ming! 


How, in the wanton gaiety of my diſpo- 
ſition, have I thrown aſide your ſalutary 
epiſtles, as dull and phegmatic !—T am ſen- 

ſible of the fate ſuch a letter as this would 
have met with from me;—but it is my 

friend and ſiſter who will receive it, and to 
have me fomewhit rational will be a re- 
commendation with her beyond the moſt 
brilliant ſtrokes of humour. —IF I forbear 
writing unt! T ean meet with an agree- 
0 able 
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able ſubject, I fear I muſt wait till, time 
would be no more, at leaſt with 


Your's, Ke, bee. 
2 dtiv LETTER MIX, 
Colonel DIN OLE x to Mr. BROOKSBANK, 


[ Othing new, Ned, under the ſun, — 
Your old friend colonel Dingley 
no longer exiſts; —he has for ſome, days 
been tranſmigrated into John Jones, an 
humble one-ey'd Welchman, and ſervant 
to captain Briton, a gentleman you are un- 
| acquainted with: in which capacity he and 
his wife, a pretty ſpruce handy young wo- 
man, arrived ſafe, late laſt night, at Portſ- 
mouth, accompanied likewiſe by honeſt 
Matt Jackſon, the colonel's once choice 
companion and very great ſavoutite. 
Vor. II. I.. 
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A black bandage over the left eye, an 
intolerable ſtoop in the ſhaulders, and a 
pair of aukward dangling arms, are all the 
perſonal perfections this John Jones can 
boaſt, — How ſtrange a metamorphoſis. of 
your quondam ftrutting friend !— The 
good wife is to continue only one five mi- 
nutes longer in this corrupt place, as ſhe 
has relations to viſit, in a diſtant part of 
the country; but John is to be conducted, 
immediately after her departure, to Jack- 
ſon's cottage, there to enjoy pleaſures un- 
known to aſpiring hearts, 


| However colonel Dingley, by one fin- 
gular attachment, ſuffered his liſe to be a 
continued gloom, in the perſon of John 
Jones, he is far from being an object of 
compaſſion. He can boaſt as indulgent a 
maſter as ever fell to worthy lad's ſhare ; 
has free acceſs to his purſe; their wardrobe 
is in common; and when John is diſpoſed 
to crack a chearful bottle, he is by no 
means deemed an unacceptable tete-a-tete, 
for the captain, 
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The truth is, that this noble captain 
Briton has not a ſingle ſpark of pride in 
his whole compoſition ; nor is it poſſible 
to perſuade him that this ſimple ſervant 
(becauſe he is happily poſſeſſed of the te- 
putation of an honeſt fellow) is not a more 
reſpectable and valuable perſon, than the 
ſimpering countenanced, but baſe-hearted 
lord. | 


Poor Matt was fincerely grieved at 
loſing his patron ; but as the calamity was 
irretrievable, he was too much the hero 
not to ſubmit with a ſoldierly reſignation. 


* * * R * 


Saturday Evening. 


Never was any thing ſo comfortable as 
my preſent ſituation: the grateful cot- 
tagers make but little or no diſtinction be- 
tween me and their own ſon, as they un- 
derſtand I was his friend in his hour of 
affliction, and an equal favourite with 

12 colonel 
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colonel Dingley—which is more than ſuf- 
ficient to engage their, warmeſt ſervices and 
attachment, 

Captain Briton goes to-morrow to Sanx- 
ſey church, on purpoſe to feaſt his eyes 
with /a view of Miſs Hutchens ; who it 
ſeems has been ſome time upon a viſit at 
the baronet's, ſorely to the mortification 
of her amiable couſin. 


From the love I bear her, I have fre- 
quently made her the ſubje& of my con- 
verſation, and have given him an honeſt 
deſcription of both her mind and perſon ; 
and, would you believe it? he is become ſo 
enamoured of them, by the mere ſtrength 
of imagination, that had we not ſo, unex- 
pectedly found her in our very mouths, on 
our firſt arrival, he had reſolved to ride 
poſt to London, in order, if poſlible, to 
recommend himſelf to her favour. 


* 


- He 
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He has a friend or two whom he in- 
tended calling upon in this part of the 
world, when he had happily ſucceeded 
with the lady; therefore, her preſent ſitu- 
ation will ſave him much difficulty and fa- 
tigue. He is a very pretty martial look- 
ing figure, —ſports his Bruſſels ruffles and 
diamond ring, — and has a fund of elegant 
ſmall- talk at his fingers ends; therefore if 
Miſs Kitty ſhould make a conqueſt of his 
heart, and he vigorouſly attacks her's, who 
knows what may happen ? 


$ 4 4 + + 


Sunday Evening, 
The buſineſs is done, Ned. — Miſs Kate 
has ſhot the captain's heart through and 
through, and he is preparing to begin a 
regular ſiege: he was for ſtorm, but I 
ſay, no. I love people ſhould uſe their 
own diſcretion upon theſe occaſions; we 
are ſure no proviſions can be carried into 
the garriſon without our knowledge, as we 


I 3 have 


118 The HISTORY of 


have already ſecured every paſs; therefore 
the lady's ſtrength and reſolution ſhall be 
brought to the teſt, by ite ſtarved into 


— 


He ogled her ſo particularly even on 
this his firſt reconnoitring, as to attract her 
obſervation; and inſtead of receiving re- 
bukive, he proteſts ſhe beſtowed many 
encouraging glances upon him; but how 
far his vanity may deceive him in the af- 
fair, I will not be anſwerable. 


Sir Matthew and a certain lady were 
likewiſe at church. One ſigh for old ac- 
quaintance fake is but natural. — The cap- 
tain deſcribes her as ſtill lovely, though pale 
and dejected.— How the colone] would 
have raved at the recollection of what 
ſhe ought to have been, had he heard this 
report! — He would rather have Joſt his 
life than have ſuffered Sir Matthew to 
perſiſt in this cruel and unjuſt treatment 
of her; — he would have left nothing unat- 

3 tempted, 
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tempted, nothing unaccompliſhed, to clear 
her reputation from that ſlur, the blackeſt 
malice alone could ever have fix d upon 
it; —he would — but as for poor John, he 
can only wiſh it was poſſible to produce 
ſome happy change in her affairs, for po- 
verty and ignorance. muſt reſtrain him 
from even one prepoſterous ſcheme, which 
could not fail to expoſe him to contempt, 
mortification, and diſappointment, in- 
ſtead of rendering him ſerviceable, and 
occaſion Miſs Pitiborough an increaſe; 


of inſult and baſe ſeverity. 


120, (i The) HisToRY of; |/ 


»Ahnotts dite matt bonne gifs 2 ; 


$$4940464450040044 


Jen 969199000 or nont teig ant ber 6 

L. E 1 T E R XX. 
ende 3 0) 9009131919 M1 104 oem 
Miſs — BIxrIEI PD. 
noltela memo DALE 01013097? Gemein 
ESTORED to new „ life, how a- 
greeably was I ſurpriſed, my dear, 
this bleſſed morning, to find a well-dreſſed 
oſſicer in ſo mean, ſo diſmally fituated, + 
a church, as the one I at preſent frequent. 
The congregation, except the baronet's 
family, conſiſts merely of a handful of 
miſerable ruſtics, the inhabitants of an ir- 
regular range of thatched hovels at about 
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The poor e were __ er 
pable of devotion ; — the elegant ftranger's 
dazaling coat, immenſe genteel ſword, 
and, in ſhort, whole appearance ſo per- 


eur nn and conſiſtent with the man 
of 
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of faſhion, petrified them with F 
ment and admiration. 


I had the pleaſure ſoon to perceive that 
he was a man of' gallantry, = He ſingled 
me out, not in preference to the Hotten- 
tots; but het languiſning ladyſhip, as beſt 
meriting his attention and contemplation. 
I proteſt the unexpectedneſs of his pre- 
ſence, and the diſtinction he was pleaſed to 
pay me in the face of all beholders, in- 
ſpired me with uncommon vivacity.—I 
played off a few attractions ; had the ſa- 
tis faction to perceive they were not thrown 
away upon him; — and in our return 
home, putting my head out of the win- 
dow, from a curioſity I could not reſtrain, 
wi:hrapture diſcovered that he was jogging 
after us in cloſe .conference with one of 
Sis ans ſervants 1-14 nc or 


My lady a wholly Ae 
from this ſcene, that communicated ſuch 
delight to my heart; nay, I queſtion if 
TEL ſhe 
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he was ſenſible of the leaſt addition to 
the congregation :—her vanity fleeps, —- 
and ſhe has for ſome time made no other 
uſe of her once killing eyes, than to read, 
_ and behold common Is 


T he knight 5 is a » little ſnare upon me, 
and accuſes me of having committed deli- 
berate murder. He ſays, he never ſaw me 
to ſuch advantage in his life — perfectly ir- 
geſiſtible; but it is both cruel and un- 
< ;uſtifiable to attack a ſtranger in ſo cloſe, 
« ſo vigorous a manner, as to deprive him 
% of all Rs of — 

iis das- en 

— of raillery was gelte . 
the buz that ran through the family, fo 
foot as we reach'd our gloomy habita- 
tion, that Miſs Hutchens had made a 
conqueſt ; but as we are moſt horribly. 
remote from every amuſement, and the 

baronet keeps but little company, except 
his companions of the hunt, I almoſt 
deſpair of this charming adventure pro- 
dueing any happy effects. 


; | ; 
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I own if he is a man of ſpirit! and ad- 
dreſs, it would not be an uneonquerable 
difficulty to introduce himſelf, and a little 
flirtation highly eligible at this juncture, 
on my part; for the colonel's abrupt de- 
parture, — unabated diſlike, — and every 
mortifying and diſcouraging circumſtance 
of that moſt diſagreeable affair, have ſunk» 
my gaiety to ſo low an ebb, that I even 


languiſh for diſſipation. 


Shew me the woman, either in toun 
or country, that can behold a red coat 
with indifference ? — There is a bewitching 
je ne ſpat quai in the very colour, — and all 
your fine tall fellows, from the uniformity 
of their honourable, livery, are in much 
the ſame degree ſtriking. Indeed, I muſt 
allow that the colonel has infinitely the 
advantage of this ſtranger in both features 
and figure ; — but his ſtubborn neglect has 
piqued me unſpeakably, — and I begin to 
be convinced both of the folly and abſur- 
dity of. labouring to fix ſo frigid and ſin- 

gular 
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gular à heart, eſpecially after the ravage her 
kdyſhip's conduct has made in it; there 
fore,” Lam fo far from being averſe to the 
devolrs of this wandering knight, which 
ſome peculiar chance bas caſt in my 
way, —that I proteſt 1 ſhall be ſomewhat 
chagrined, though I cannot fay entirely 
lappointel,” * 1 never 7 behold Him more. 
381 119% 
Sir Inet belomes his railler after 
dinner, far from diſagreeably, and has 
promiſed to do every thing in his power, 
towards procuring me the additional plea- 
ſure of a gay acquaintance :—he ſays, he 
is ſo extremely ſenſible of the heavy dull 
life J lead, and how uneaſily in reality 
(though patiently in appearance) it muſt 
be ſupported, that he thinks it incumbent 
upon him to purſue every ſtep that is in 
the leaſt degree promiſing of amuſement. 


- confeſs his converſation was never 
more pleaſing to me than at that period, 
as it nee. a n hope to 


0 my 


Miss PITT BOROUGH. 125 


my . breaſt, not utterly inconſiſtent, with 
probability. Vou may judge bow de- 
ſirable the enlargement of my acquaint- 
ance muſt be, When I tell you, that the 
baronet and Mr, Surgeon (who ! believe, 
dy the bye, ſeels a growing tendre for 
the wife of his friend) are the only per- 
ſons I have. had an opportunity of con- 
verſing with ever ſince my arrival. —] have 
had a diftant proſpect, indeed, of a whole 
<rowd of bucks, with heated complexions, 
and all the rapture of | eager purſuit 
dancing. in their eyes ;—but the hounds 
have ſoon, forced them from my fight, and 
1 nothing , has remained but odious ina- 
nimates. 


on With. you the caſe wasnvidely Sa: 
we were within a comfortable diſtance, of 
public diverſions 3 and as our diſpoſitions 
and ſentiments were exactly ſimilar, even 
our moſt retired hougs had their pleaſures. 


That we could but be re- united! 


Tueſday 
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yg! _ Tueſday Night, 


i Matthew has proved, himſelf a man 
of honour, and introduced captain Briton 
(the beau already mentioned). at four 
o'clock this afternoon; - to your happy 
friend. Upon my word, he far exceeds 
my molt flattering expectations, and treats 
her ſilent, diſſatisfied, lumpiſh EVE 
with proper W Fl 

Nothing . more lively or aſſidu- 
ous : he ſings ſome very pretty ſoft ſongs, 
—ſays the moſt engaging pretty things, 
and, in ſhort, has diffuſed ſuch an air of 
gaiety-around, that I could fancy it all 
enchantment. He is juſt returned from a- 
broad; — his dreſs and behaviour beſpeak 
him a man of family and fortune; and he 
has innumerable recommendations of taſte, 
e eee e N 5 


I fancy 
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I fancy my lady would rather be ex- 
cuſed giving us her company, but ſhe 
makes it a point to avoid all ſingularity; 
therefore condeſcends to treat this gueſt 
(as ſhe can make no reaſonable objection 
to him) with the utmoſt cold complai- 


' 


. eee 


4 . 


* 


The colonel cannot fail of being 
brought to her remembrance, by the pre- 
ſence of this captain, as their cloaths are 
perfectly alike. —I have obſerved her te 
ſigh many times, —but that is no unuſual 
thing wich her, except indeed, that ſhe 
has breathed them this afternoon with an 
uncommon. degree of ſoftneſs. We are 
to ride out together; to walk, and 
ſweetly conver/ing forget all time; — we are 
to be partners at a ball Sir Matthew pro- 
miſes to procure us and, in fine, lead.a 

life of mortality, not inanimation. 
The baronet pick'd him up, it ſeems, 
in his own grounds; — the captain had 
ſtrolled, 
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| Arolled,. he acknowleged, for many 
hours (you may gueſs the attraction), and 
being ſome what - weary, was ſeated upon 
a ſtyle with a flute in his hand, when Sir 
| mene "popped \ qe n "OY 


2 


. little civilities paſſed abe ba- 
ronet immediately recognized him, and as 
a genteel appearance in the country, eſ- 
pecially of the military kind, is a ſuffi- 
eient recommendation, he invited him to 
his houſe, to partake of a friendly diſh of 
hg and our converſation, 

Sir Mane tells me the captain was 
rather confuſed at the almoſt unhoped- 
for pleaſure he thus kindly offered him, 
and which he embraced with appa- 
rent ſatisfaction and delight, We have 
him here, my girl, however, and if we do 
not keep him, it will be our own faults. 


I ara determined from this very day, to 


baniſh all unayailing wiſhes reſpecting 
| the 
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2 the colonel from my heart z—and te 


(perhaps you, will ſay, like Reynard in 
the fable, but no matter, if it does but "ay 
ſwer my purpoſe) ſince I cannot get him, 
to think no more of him. I will endea- 
your; to perſuade myſelf that he is far from 

the fine looking fellow I was wont to con- 
ſider, him; and as in all probability I ſhall 

never ſee him again, I do not deſpair of 
being ſucceſsful. —No mighty affair for 

à colonel to be ſuperſeded by a captain, 
eſpecially as the one is ſo very forbidding, 
the other ſo engaging in his behaviour, 
at leaſt, ſo far as relates to me. 
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1 ITTY is upon the high ropes;— 

2. ſhe has picked up a ſwain (with 

the baronet's kind affiſtance) that ſhe is 
apparently delighted with. I was greatly 
apprehenſive that her ſatisfaction would 

have been productive of much uneafineſs 

to me, but have been moſt agreeably dif- . 
appointed. un 


My perſecution, for the three days this 
young fellow has been with us, has al- 
moſt totally ſubſided. He treats me with 
all that diſtant reſpect I could either wiſh 
or deſire: and as he has recommended 
himſelf to Miſs Kitty by the fineneſs of 
his cloaths, and a profuſion of complai- 
ſance; - to the baronet, by his facetiouſneſs 

| and 
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and good humour; ſo. from the article a- 
bovementioned, I own, he is not 'with- 
out ſome ſhare of my approbation, 


Captain Briton, though by no means 
handſome; is really very agreeable ; he 
ſcems naturally to have more of honeſty and 
humanity in his compoſition, than folly 
or effeminacy ; but in order to pleaſe Tuch 
ladies as his preſent flame, he renders him- 
ſelf not many removes from a | finiſhed 
coxcomb. 


His behaviour, however, is at times very 
jnconſiſtent and contradictory, from his 
adapting it with great judgment to the 
humour and inclinations of his immediate 
companion. — With Sir Matthew he ſings 
a good ſong ;—takes his glaſs freely, tho? 
not indifcretely ; —atid throwing off the 
fop both in appearance and converſation, 
is quite the plain downright ſoldier (a 
character he has heard that gentleman 
great! 7 exto]) for, however fribbling him- 
| K 2 ſelf, 
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ſelf, he is far from diſliking maſculine 


| company. 


With me, as 11 has happened more than 
once in the three days that we have been 
alone for a few moments, he is ſerious, 
refleQing, and tenderly obliging. Com- 
paſſion ſeems to ſoften his eye; his accent 
is the accent of benevolence; and if I am 
not greatly miſtaken, frankneſs and can- 
dour are his moſt prevailing characteriſtics. 
Vet on Kitty's approach he ſo inſtantly 
and naturally aſſumes that idle gaiety 
peculiar to her taſte, that, I confeſs, I 
know not what to make of him. l 
"Sis Matthew's acquaintance with him 
| was mere accident. He brought him to tea 
with us; and after the firſt ceremonies 
had in ſome meaſure familiarized us, — he 
began to trifle ſo prettily with Miſs Kitty; 
—amuled the baronet ſo agreeably ;—and 
at the ſame time beſtowed ſome little, not 


unacceptable, notice upon your poor long 
_ _ neglected. 
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neglected ſiſter; that in the end we were 
all ſo well-pleaſed with him as to be un- 
willing to loſe him: and on his offering 
to take his leave, —Sir Matthew fo warmly 
ſolicited him to favour us with his compa- 
ny for a few days; obviating every ob- 
jection he made, reſpecting his being un- 
prepared and unprovided for ſo unexpected 
a civility, and that the family he belonged 
to would be alarmed at his abſence, by 
propoſing to ſend a ſervant to acquaint 
them with his place of reſidence, and 
procure him what neceſſaries he ſtood in 
need of ; that he at length yielded, on con- 
dition that he might be permitted to add 
the incumbrance of a favourite ſervant 
to the one he feared he himſelf ſhould 

prove; all which was ſettled to his ſatis- 
faction, and here we have had him ever 
| ſince. 


As an inſtance of his goodneſs of heart, 
I muſt mention the humane attention he 

expreſſed to this favourite domeſtic's hap- 
| " "EY pineſs, 
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pineſs, to whom be profeſſed himſelf 
greatly indebted.— The poor fellow,“ 
ſaid he, © cannot boaſt any perſonal ad- 
vantages z-—he has one misfortune that 
proved a great denial to him for ſome 
© time - (the loſs of an eye, ladies, in 
„an honourable and worthy cauſe). With 
„ me, indeed, it had a contrary effect; 
<< jt was his greateſt recommendation; 
$ as in my opinion, one eye that evinced 
© a valuable heart, was a thouſand degrees 
«preferable to both the former, with 
only a void for the Jatter.—T took him 
therefore into my ſervice ; and he has 
4 on ſo many occaſions demonſtrated an 
c affection for me nearly paternal, and 
cc ig ever ſo deeply afflicted when alarmed 
<c by either the uncertarnty or danger of 
2 my ſituation, that I on the pleaſure 
4 ſhould otherwiſe enjoy in this good 
4 company, would have a continual allay, 
« from the irrepreſſible reſſection of the 
% pain I ſhould occaſion him.” This, 
together, with the behaviour already men- 

tioned, 
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tioned, renders him the moſt approved 
companion I have for ſome time met with. 


There is one cireumſtance relative to 
him, however, that I could wiſh had been 
otherwiſe; as it revives all thoſe ſenſa- 
tions in my breaſt, you ſo ardently wiſh 
me to loſe for ever. He belongs to the 
army, my Nancy, dreſſes agreeable to 
his profeſſion, and has been only one week 
returned from abroad. Can you expect 
my curioſity to ſleep? will you not allow 
it to be both natural, grateful, and inno- 
cent, to wiſh I could with decency en- 
-quire — But do not be concerned; the 
whole world ſhould not bribe me to com- 
mit ſo great an impropriety. —I may feel 
own breaſt, or, what is exactly the ſame 
thing, to the breaſt of my friend. 
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| I Have been a good deal diſcompoſed by 
captain Briton's introduction of a ſub. 
jet I am ſtill unequal to: it might be 
kindly intended; but the effect, for that 
inſtant, was moſt palpably cruel, 100 
We have a ſecond addition to our fa- 
mily, the bleſſed Surgeon, my beſt of 
friends: Sir Matthew could not be content 
without his preſence, We were all 
walking in the garden after tea, con- 
verſing on indifferent ſubjects, when un- 
expectedly the baronet, Miſs Kitty, and 
the laſt arrived viſitant flew away, in or- 
der to decide ſome ſimple diſpute relative 
to a proſpect, or ſome ſuch trifle, | 
| Captain 
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Captain Briton no ſooner perceived we 
were alone, than he rather abruptly*men- 
tioned the poor injured colonel, *,“ 
ſaid he, © madam, was prepared by that 
« gentleman to admire the beauties of 
« your character, long before I had the 
s pleaſure of ſeeing you. Vou are the 
„ continual ſubje& of his converſation ; 
% —and he has repeatedly enjoined me, 
if ever I was ſo happy as to be introduced 
* to your acquaintance, to aſſure you, 
« that his friendſhip and higheſt appro- 
„ bation is as much your's as ever.— 
|< Nay, madam, I will acknowlege that 
« jt was owing to the intereſt he takes 
“jn your happineſs, and in order to ex- 
„ ecute the commiſſion he has charged 
% me with, of remitting an account of 
« your health and ſituation, that I made 
„that ſeemingly acoidental viſit to your 
« church; and whatever attractions Miſs 
Kitty can boaſt, the ſerving my friend 
« jn ſo eſſential a point as his peace and 
« happineſs, was my principal induce- 

cc ment 


Lay 


ment for loitering in that field, where, 
* beyond my beſt hopes, I was fo fortu- 
<« nate as to meet with Sir Matthew; for, 
< notwithſtanding I was far from flat- 
„ tering myſelf with obtaining the op- 
portunaity I now enjoy, of accompliſh- 
ing the utmoſt extent of his wiſhes, I 
„was unwilling on ſo. important a buſt- 
1 neſs to rely upon common report re- 
« ſpecting your health, eſpecially as your 
& countenance, conveyed no favourable 
« idea of it; and my ſcheme was to have 
found means of. chatting with ſame of 
* the domeſtics, from whom I might have 
drawn more certain intelligence. For- 
« give me, madam, if I have diſordered 
4 you, — and be aſſured it ſhall be the laſt, 
as it is the firſt time: but may I pre- 
6 ſume to tell him your good wiſhes at- 
“ tend him? — He was determined never 
© more to expoſe himſelf . to, interviews 
that muſt coſt him ſo very dear, and 
the method he has purſued cannot fail 
of being effeQual; for he is now mak- 
(4.508 wh. | * ing 
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e ing a ſecond tour of Europe. He 
pauſed, and as 0 Was „reep ann 
n 1 e 


ce That T'could not but acknowlege he 
had occaſioned me many mortifying re- 
6 membrances; but as I was now no leſs 
„changed in mind than perſon, fince his 
< friend's acquaintance with me, I was 
& far from being unwilling he ſhould in- 
„ form him of both: That the firſt was an 
e obligation I owed to him; the ſecond 
<< intirely my own work, and I was un- 
„ ſolicitous concerning it:—but that a 
ſenſe of the injury I had done him, and 
<£- his unexampled generoſity in pardoning 
be jt, had taught me the neceſſary leſſon 
of eradicating many errors I had been 
% prone to, and regulating my conduct 
«by the rules of reaſon and propriety :— 
„That my gratitude would ever be his, 
& and that he had ſtill the power of in- 
creaſing it ;—for that, in eftabliſhing 
his own peace, he would infallibly re- 
« ſtore 
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eile myſelf in à great meaſure to the 
bs * moſt ARWor ha action of my life. 
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« the leaſt indecarum, from you, and 
.<< therefore, will forbear mentioning how 
« highly improper it would be for me to 
« liſten to any future converſation of this 
4% kind, — for very many reaſons.— You 
are now in a country where you can- 
* 2 not long be a ſtranger to a ſcandalous 
« ſtory, in which your friend, has no in- 
« conſiderable ſhare; but 1 do beg you 
% will make no other uſe of that know- 

* lege, than ſparing. me, upon. every, fu- 
©« ture occaſion ; as the colonel's s being 
« made acquainted with it, could only 


af 3» 


< he productive of. much uncaſineſs_ o 
ce bim, if no worſe conſequence,” _ 


| : The, . captain palitely 1 bowed, telling me 
in the ſame inſlant, that I might depend 


upon 
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upon his avoiding every ſtep that could 
poſſibly be either offenſive or diſagree- 
able ;—and as our ftrolling company re- 
Joined us immediately, the whole paſſed 
off with a tolerable grace. PEI 


What do you think of my conduct upon 
this occaſion ?—Ought'IT to have ' ſai# 
more? Could I have ſaid leſs ? — Was there 
one article to excite the lighteſt diſplea- 
"ſure ? All that concern in his counte- 
nance, all the little attentions and aſſidui- 
ties I obſerved in his behaviour, are now 
accounted for; —and I have the ſatisfac- 
tion to perceive, that pity not contempt 
informs his boſom, notwithſtanding how 
juſtly I merit the latter. 


Indeed, my dear girl, I find my heart 
more at eaſe than uſual. The diſſipations 
the colonel will neceſſarily meet with, — 
and a long continued abſence, muſt reſtore 
him to that happineſs T had fo cruelly in- 
terrupted. —I have but one narrow, and 


perhaps 
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perhaps improper ſentiment concerning 
him ;—* May he become as cold as reſig- 
« nation and friendſhip can make him! — 
* but fave me, heaven, from the grievous 
« misfortune of living to know he has 
„ devoted himſelf to another!“ 


How little did I expect things to take 
ſo favourable a turn ! I told you I ſhould 
ſurmount my late depreſſion.— Sir Mat- 
thew ſeems to have forgot that ever I of- 
fended him; and the kind Kitty, from 
having neither an opportunity, nor the 
leaſt encouragement to treat me with in- 
ſolence, conducts herſelf * en 
decent civility.” | 

The captain's man has beet . PA 
viſit ſome relations during his maſter's 
continuance with us. I was rather forry 
we did not fee him, as from the mention 
the captain made of his goodneſs of heart, 
T ſhould have taken a pleaſure in looking 
at him ;—but, however, you will believe 

I can 
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LETTER xxUt. 


128 TTY ; 
che Dixouzy to Mr. BRooksBANK. 


T HIS: ws John * Ned, is 2 
lad of inconceivable reſolution.— 
He had a temptation caſt in his way a few 
days ago that brought it to a ſevere teſt ;— 

the conflict was great; a whole army of 
paſſions endeavoured to ſhake it Eben 
it gevertheleſs, came off victorious, 


o7 


Ante Briton, who is a man of a pb 
enterprifing genius, and inſinuating man- 
ners, has not only got footing himſelf at 
Sir Matthew Sanxſey's, — but the dog had 
the modeſty to ſolicit permiſſion to ſend 

tar 


* 
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for John, and the good fortune (as he | 
deemed it) to obtain it. 


But too many objections lay in the 
poor fellow's way; — the hazard witli 
reſpect to his own repoſe, and the lady's 
dearer reputation, — were not to be ſur- 
mounted :—for as the world is ſo ingeni- 
ouſly malicious as to ſtrike deadly ſtrokes 
without even a ſhadow of foundation, it 
was but natural to apprehend its ſevereſt 
cenſure, if circumſtances were once am- 
biguous, or unguarded ;—and it was far 
from being improbable in the preſent in- 
ſtance, if ever a certain frolic ſhould get 
air, that many would conclude there was 
more of love for the one lady, than a de- 
fire of humbling another in the caſe ;— 
eſpecially if ſuch an advantage was taken 
of it, as introducing a ſuſpicious and 
highly improper perſon under the baro- 
net's roof. 


The 
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The buſineſs I am now engaged in, at 
preſent, has ſo far contributed to the re- 
covery of my ſpirits, together with the 
agreeable accounts I receive of the eaſe 
and ſatisfaction Miſs Pittborough ſeems to 
enjoy, that I really have but little tocom- 
plain of. Matt and I paſs our evenings at 
.cribbage, or in ſome innocent converſation, 
over a mug of his mother's own beer. — 
It. would be the higheſt feaſt for your hu- 
manity, could you but behold the change 
that happineſs, and an exemption from 
labour, has produced in theſe worthy crea- 
tures' countenances ; — where the furrows 
of anxiety or old age are incapable of 
being filled up, contentment ſeems more 
immediately to ſmile, as if ambitious to 
make every atonement for having ſo long 
neglected ſuch extraordinary worth, 


Neatneſs and well-regulated plenty are 
conſpicuous in each corner of this late 
unſightly cabbin; whilſt ſighs, tears, and 

Ver. II. L every 


©] KN 


7 
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every 1 2 on cruel diſappoint: 
Hee. 'fhrink behind my chair, in riſible 


rde en of being tota ally diſcarded. 
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Never was woman more extolled for in- 
ternal graces than Miſs Pittborough by 
my happy friend !—Her perſon I have rea- 
ſon to believe has undergone a ſevere al- 
teration, but the beauties of her min 
ſhine forth in all their native luſtre. Vi- 
vacity has given place to matronly deco- 
rum; but as her reſerve is adorned with 
fweetnels, ſenſibility, and politeneſs, not 


the reſult of four diſſatisfaction, or fly hy- 


pocriſy, it is unſpeakably amiable, and 
muſt be permanent. TY | 


boog. 


© The captain, from a too forward zeal to 


| eamiiate a ray of pleaſure to Miſs 


Pittborough's s heart, as he would conceive 
her dejection to be chiefly on the colonel's 
account, ventured to mention him.,—Oh, 

Ned, what Ley, though I apprehend 
8 painful 


U 


N 


— 
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og "confuſion did it not e 
er I but! it Was the cor nfufion f iend 
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ſhip, not diſpleaſure, 
Phe liſtened with willing attention to A 
fiQitious account of his wandering x reſo- 
lution ; and i imagines him by this time on 
ſome diſtant part of the continent; 
where Briton aſſured her, her image 
would be his companion; his undiminiſhed 
love, the quickeſt pulſation of his heart, 
and a knowlege of her happineſs, _ the 


moſt eſſential. information for his peace. 


198 


Shbe not only periitted but deſired him 
to give his friend aſſurances of her good 
wiſhes, her gratitude, and approbation of 
his conduct. How ſalutary, how reyi- 
ving, how Aattering this condeſcenſion ! 
"Chen with a prudence that does honour 


to her ſex, begged, that the ſubjeckt might 


never more be introduced, for reaſons his 
own good-ſenſe could not permit him to 
be ignorant of z— and ſuch traces of ſa- 

L 2 tis faction 
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is faction have ever ſinde been viſible in 

ner aſpect as evinces / the ſucceſs of this 

ſrlendih attempt to comfort her, by put- 

ing period up ora enge * 
4 fügitivelb fate, eee. 
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Delicacy, Ned, is a prime, nay, an 
almoſt peculiar perfection of the fair ſex: 
we admire, we ſubſcribe to the excellence 
of An even n ag e eee * our 
a : q ' 6 10 92896 

PE nature way e been ſparing 
of perſonal "charms, yet with this endovy- 
ment, the young can never fail to pleaſe ; 
und without it, the utmoſt lovelineſs muſt 
ſink into diſeſteem-: it is as imperceptible 
in its operation (where an innate princi- 
ple), yet as active and inexhauſtible as | 
the blood, that now quits, and now / 
returns to the beating heart; and its. 
beauty ig equally senen Tram its 

. ibnogsb H. 
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Did the innocent and inexperienced but 
know its value, what a happy regulator 
it would prove of their conduct H ln- 
ſtead of making unworthy conceſhons, to 
gratify the importunity of the ungene- 
rous and deſigning, it would teach them 
to look them into une _ yon 
rn into virtue. 

Ws, et I's Niere Me 
F how fatal agg ade ſenſibility; chat 
artleſs apprehenſion of wounding the 
peace of a lover, by judicious rigour ! — 
It is a wound that heals without any ap- 
plication ; and ſo far ſrom proving of 
bad conſequence to either party, con- 
firms the attachment of the l 
* the worth of the ene 6 


Such are its Accs in; A — e 
but in the married it becomes of ſill more 
importance. The double truſt a wife is 
charged with (her huſband's honour, no 
leſs than their own, depending upon her 
good conduct) demands a double exertion 

L 3 of 
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of this all-ſaving virtue; ſor it is not 
endugh that her conſcience is free from 
blame, but her behaviour muſt bid N 
eee eee 11 TO! ODrolieft | 113%8Þþ 

Led asd From 5 10109 tt tort 

Whatz in n che! be more 
natural, or innocent, than that Miſs Pitt- 
borough ſhould have expreſſed a friendly 
curioſity concerning the colonel's fate? — 
Where the offence againſt modeſty or de- 
corum? — She was alone with a friend; 
ſhe knew him to be at an immeaſurable 
diſtance, and incapable of every thought 
to the prejudice of her honour or reputa- 
tion; ſhe could rely upon her own inte- 
Frity of intention: therefore, why not 
for a moment indulge the remembrance 
of his love; - and hear his ſentiments and 
declarations once Sp e- Fuge by this 
4 et 
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— no: | deciablitery: ſecured has from 
lag ſo indiſcreet a part.— Might not 
* captain bonds: ſhe had a more 
| tender 
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tender motive than friendſhip for mak ing 
him the ſubject of her converſation = 
Would he not communicate both the foun- 

dation and nature of ſuch an inference d 

Might not the colonel be more than half 
inclined to conſider them as an indirect 
encouragement to flatter himſelf that on 
one contingence ſhe was ready to be his, 
if he even reſiſted the temptation of caſt - 
ing himſelf in her way, from being af- 
ſured he was _ from n indifferent 
to her. 0 | 


Tue captain e — 
his glaſs with a freedom that warms-his 
blood, though many degrees inferior to 
intoxication, Might he not in the over- 
flowings of his good- humour betray the 
diſtinction ſhe paid him by her confi- 
dence, — as from the very nature of the 
ſubject would ſeem to imply, —eſpecially, 
as it was ever introduced at ſtolen periods, 
from a conſciouſneſs of its unſuitableneſs 
for every ear. Theſe friends, in the courſe 
L 4 of 
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of their? congex tons, would probably be 
astunguarded as himſelf; and for the ſake: 
of vndelliſti mant) exaggerate the whole 
matter q- untib he» would be abſolutely 
conſtituied ua qgobetween, a perſon in- 
troduced merely for the convenience of 
interchanging, or communicating the 

parties ſentiments ; — whilſt they them- 


ſelves would be ſo far from ſuſpecting the 


conſequence of their indiſcretion, that 


they would even ſhudder at the private 
idea of ſuch à practice. Notwithſtand- 
ing which, every unfavourable report 
would again be reuived, every little cir- 
cumſtance recollected; — until it was 
worked up into the very worſt that could 
be propagated; — until the _ n 
would de believed. 0 
8014 NAU 1—. bonli gun an 
I need not trace the engste as 
they are ſelf-evident; not even an inci- 
dent common to humanity, by giving the 
colonel a juſtifiable opportunity of re- 
dera his pretenſions, could wipe off 
the 


Miss PITIBQROUGH. 153 


the ſtain - and the mortifying reflection, 
that the cenſure had | appearances; thaugh 
not reality for its foundation, yould de- 
prive them of that all- conſoling conſei :: 
— ever, attends blameleſs in 
nocence. 093 a(t dt hom boguboꝛ: 
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O tell me thas oh die to . 

how I go on, and whether my 
captain s admiration and allegiance is 
augmented or diminiſhed.—I with plea- 
ſure confeſs. the former ;—we, are now 
upon terms, talk over our intentions with- 
out reſerve,—and. are determined ſoon to 
put it out of the Wee to diſ- 


appoint us. 


1 ker 
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Rn not why, but 1 have my fore- 
bodings, that this match would never 
meet with my mother's approbation; < 
therefore; in order to ſave myſelf from 
the mortification of a denial, I do not 
Propoſe aſſcing her conſent; — but ſhall 
make her acquainted with it, — ſo e as 

rp heel 0! 

| I n RANG, 910 1101 
I have no notion, I muſt, confefſs, of 
all that authority your parents aſſume 
upon ſuch an occaſion, eſpecially as it is 
an authority, they themſelves, when under 
the ſame n Mpeg n. ſcruple to 
diſclaim. | | 


My mother's conduct was not unex- | 
ceptionable with reſpe& to this article 
(though it is true, the did at laſt teaze 
granny out of her conſent), therefore, 

you know I can plead indirect — for 
Wy! oma fr 
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My fortune is as fixed as fate (except 
what my mother may have ſaved out of 
her jointure, which is never worth re. 
garding), nor can her moſt inveterate diſ- 
pleaſure cauſe the leaſt diminution in ĩt. 
I. have not enquired into the: captain's 
laſt: penny, according to your prudent els 
derly maxims, nor do I wiſh to give my- 
ſelf any trouble concerning it: his be- 
haviour beſpeaks him a gentleman, —his 
profeſſion intitles him to conſideration; 
and if he cannot boaſt a great eſtate, 
why J think we muſt be ſatisfied with his 
obtaining ſome higher advancement, — 
and I may til] be the colonel's lady. 


In ſhort, you need not now be told that 
my home was by no means to my mind: 
my mother, indeed, does not exact, 
dut inſenſibly ſteals my compliance with 
her will. Now I cannot but be hurt upon 
ſuch occaſions, though I am unable to 
prevent it; for is it not the higheſt re- 
flection upon one's underſtanding to be 

drawn 


3 
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gran, in tg, forego! one's inelinations, 
oygh,, in themſelves of ever ſuch little 
conſequence, by, the artful, management 
any perſon bring en 1999 104 
d AOY hiyo W id LL UOEUDAS OfN ec 91918 
Then I find myſelf 838 im- 
patient to have the whole inſpection and 
direction of my on conduct. — is it not 
mortiſying. when an enchanting party is 
propoſed, to have, mamma referred to for 
her approbation ? to have one's dreſs re- 
gulated by a fancy twenty years oldec 
than one's own ?—to have one's expences 
limited? and, finally, to be watched as 
a cat does a rat, to -Prevdtiteome Span 
improper. connexions ?. | 1 : 


I have often told you what I would 
do, if, L was, puniſhed with ſuch a father 
45 your's,; mand if I do not fit this mo- 
ther of mine, for all the reſtraint ſhe bas 
hitherto heaped, upon me; — why then 
conſider me in the light of a mere. bully, 
Fond of big words, but capable of little 
Practices. | 
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The captain has laid down a very ptetty 
plan of operation. —He is che moſt de- 
tlightful;/- gay, entertaining companion 
you ever met with, and ſo ſiy al wretch, 
there's no enduring him. Would you be- 
eve it, he has the artifice to take her la- 
Uyſhip in her own toils'? — So demure 1 
ſo ſober | — ſo humane 1=ſo' obliging! 
that it is eaſy to perceive ſhe is prodigi- 
ouſly pleaſed with him ; and we have the 
higheſt ſcenes of ridicule; when __ 
—_— ms nn | 


1 the ibpbidon affect 
e friendſhip and have prevailed 
upon Sir Knight to relax an abundant de- 
gree of his ſurlineſs. 


She is really become a very convenient, 
inoffenſive creature, therefore intitled to 
ſome encouragement. Mr. Surgeon be- 
holds ber with different eyes; but ſhe is 
ſo wrapt up in reſerve, chat he is com- 
pelled to remain at humble diſtance : he 
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draws off the lörd of the wanſi eon fot 
want of better employment, who, to com- 
pleat the prepoſterous ridicule of his cha- f 
racter, is now ſtudying anatomy, and the 


mimal &conomy : the good dull ſoul re- 


tires to her cloſet, and leaves us for whole 


ſucceſſive hours, intire maſter of the field. 
Dis us 3 Þ * Wer d 6 ** 4 


*. = neyer was ſo lively, ſo degagee, f in my ; 
- whole life, as "at Preſent; how bappy, 


how pleaſing, the union of hearts The 
ſtiff ſtarch'd irreclaimable colonel. has in- 
tirely loſt my approbation. —To love and 
not be beloved, how unnatural 14 6 am - 
| mende at Foy own idle perverſeneſs. | 


u Hay is grown not only ſedate, bat 
religious. T was in hopes ſhe would have 
compleated her character, by abſolute en- 
thuſiaſm : but, no: ſhe will be equally 
lukewarm upon every occaſion ; exceſs 
even of religion and virtue is held with 
her as the beginning of folly, and I do 


aſſure you, ſhe keeps a ſharp look- -out, to 


prevent a relapſe, 


” 


— 
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Well, I honour her at this period, far, 
letting up for a reputation, ; ſhe will ad⸗ 
mirably ſupport her pretenſions, eſpecially. 
if that bewitching colong] ſhould reyifit, 
England, and once more a BOP 
her feet. 


The war is now happily at an end; 
happily indeed for me, or I might ere now 
have loſt my captain; and yet that fan- 
taſtical fellow, inſtead of repenting the 
abſurdity of a voluntary baniſhment, is 
hopping from Dan to Beer-ſheba, with 
the ſame meaning that admiral Anſon's 
enemies report he made his voyage round 
the world, the merely having got out of 
his latitude. —But Jet him diſpoſe of him- 


ſelf as he pleaſes, I ſhall not now * of- 
fended at it. | 


My captain is prepared to admire you : 
—it is ſettled, that our firſt viſit ſhall be 
to your ſweet ſelf; therefore, you muſt 


not be ſurprized, if you ſhould ſee a car- 


riage 


ml erbkr r 


br 1 — theſe ten days, with all ima- 


bes, expedition flying up yout avenue, 
—T will preſent him, —you ſhall approve 


nini, and then, my dear, my nity 
"Will be Lemming compleat. 


1440 
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* Phey tell me Portſmouth is a miſerable 


town ;—is it not ſtrange that I ſhould 
Have lived five months at the trifling dif- 


tance of twelve miles only, without hav- 
ing once viſited it ? —But what is an ex- 
curſion without a party? Next week we 
are all to go—the ſhips you know muſt 
be worth ſeeing my lady, Sir Matthew, 
captain Briton, Miſs Hutchens, and the 
half-licked / Surgeon. | He is a married 
man ; married, for his ſins I ſuppoſe, to 


the arranteſt termagant in nature. = One 


pr : 


great reaſon, perhaps, that he is ſo cap- 


_  tivated by the oppoſite extream. —His 
 Aneaking kindneſs, as before hinted, is 


very prettily advanced: I have detected 
many ſtriking ſymptoms in his behavi- 
our ; but it is no affair of mine; nor 
would 
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wduld I on any conſideration meddle with 
it: her ladyſhip's own prudence is ſurely 
à ſufficient guard for her own virtue; 
though I muſt own, if I was as groſly neg- 
lected by any he, in his majeſty's whole 
dominions, I ſhould be apt to ſeek con- 
folation whereſoever J could find it, - 
I would not for an eye, an eat, or half a 
dozen of my precious lunbs, have the 
captain equally attach'd to any ſet of pet- 
ticoats, —ſaving your humble ſervant, &c. 


AN . . . . . M M MMM 


LETTER XXV. 
Colonel DIN LEV to Mr. BROOESBAN E. 


5 Y maſter has engaged himſelf to 

1 eſcort the ladies, on Monday next, 
to Portſmouth; nor can my attendance, 
he ſays, be diſpenſed with. -A new li- 
very is beſpoke; a new bandage prepared 
Vol. II. M for 
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for my eye; but how ſhall I ſupport 


No matter, E muſt go through with ien | 


half characters are eaſily detected, and 
who, ſhall oy I act only by halves? 


3 Auen, J fear, will be very un- 
governable, —-my behaviour very incon- 
ſiſtent ; —yet-if I am taken ill, you know, '/ 
— how can I help that? — The good compa- = 
ny will both excuſe and pity me. 4 


This monſter of a ſurgeon, my mortal 
enemy, will, I fear, bring himſelf even 
into a worſe ſcrape than I had intended 
him, if he is not upon his guard, My 
captain has alarmed me prodigiouſly, by 
only a ſlight intimation, that he ſuſpects 
he has the inſolence and temerity to ad- 
mire my colonel's Miſs Pittborough. 
She is too humble, and too little attentive, 
to make the diſcovery; the knight too 
thick- headed, and too proud, to entertain 
the really. prepoſterous idea; and as for 
that devil incarnate - Miſs Hutchens, I 

2 | am 
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am well convinced what uſe ſhe would 
make of ſuch an incident. Heaven pre- 


rwe dhe dear aan 1 — . 
[1.11 
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But, Ned, if he ſhould "pats to inſult 
her, —his heart's blood ſhould make atone- 
ment. Raſh as unmanly reſolution ! — 
his life is not derived from me, nor can 
any circumſtance give me a right to de- 
prive him of it; — I would, however, 
maul his pretty perſon ſo handſomely, — 
that he ſhould retain palpable and viſible 
marks of my reſentment to the end of his 


life, 


But this approaching day, this day of 
jubilee to every heart but mine, = how 
ſhall I ſurvive it? To ſee that loved, that 
amiable woman neglected by the moſt 
groveling of wretches, on the one hand; — 
and ogled by a mean reptile, on the other: 
—to ſee dejection over- cloud features that 
were formed with the moſt perfect ſy- 


metry ; and fo apparently intitled to every 
M 2 peaceful, 
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peaceful every peaking diſtinRion But 
this is an ill preparation, as it impairs my 
already too weak abilities to ſuſtain the en- 
counter 1-—Ah poor John Jones, now, 
and now only, art thou in a condition to 
be pitied } 


(907 DM „01 + | 
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“ Monday Morning. 
as Ned, you may behold honeſt 


Matt and myſelf prepared to ſally forth | 


on this grand expedition.—1 haye not ſlept 
the whole night ; anxiety, apprehenſion, 
tenderneſs, and reſentment, alternately agi- 
tate me; and 1 now repent expoſing my- 
ſelf to fuch unequal conflicts: but we 
muſt experience, before we will be con- 
vinced of our own inſufficiency. 


OO 


Ai ten P. M. 


3 ne words ſhall I relate this day's 
1 an adventure, which, reſpect- 


*\ 
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ige my ſhare i in it, ought to be wrote, in 
letters of gold: but the blackeſt of cha- 
racters are abundantly too fair. to mention 


the infamous author. 


I will only aſk one queſtion, and then 
give it hiſtory-wiſe, - and command your 
attention.— All is well, and now my pen 


is at your ſervice. 


How reluctantly I yielded to captain 


Briton's arguments, reſpecting the neceſ- 
ſity of my attendance, you are already 
well acquainted with : happily, however, 
I did at length yield, and with palpitating 
heart, or rather, in pretty much the ſame 
condition in which a poor criminal (to 
the emolument of each unfeeling ſpec- 
tator) is dragged along by flow degrees to 
Tyburn, did I follow the gaily dreſſed 
captain to Sir Matthew's ;—for as the la- 
dies had offered him a ſeat in the coach, 
from an over- ſtrained point of complai- 


: ſance, he did not think it ſufficient to 


M 3 meet 
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meet them upon the road, and be taken up, 
but he would needs ſtart with them i in 1 the 
firſt inſtance, 


By the time we arrived, the coach was 

in readineſs; and the Surgeon (who had 
| ſlept there the preceding night, and was to 
ſquire them on horſeback) had mounted 
his proud ſteed, which was pawing about 
the court-yard, impatient of reſtraint: 
and I could perceive that Miſs Kitty, 
brimfull of yanity, and the knight grinning 
with ſelf-complacence, only waited for 
the lovelieſt part of the bays rar he to be 
ready alſo, | 


A OO greatly reſembling Mrs. Sal- 
mon's mother Shipton, entered the parlour 
with precipitation, I thought I ſhould 
have fainted. —** No accident, I hope?“ 
cried the Surgeon, as ſhe paſſed the hall- 
door in her return.“ No: only my 
ce lady finds herſelf a little indiſpoſed, and 


ce as ſhe Would 7 not ad an interruption to 
| plea- 
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< pleaſure ſhe is incapable of participa- 
tc ting, begs ſhe may be permitted to ſtay 


& at home.“ 


I revived inſenſibly on hearing a lan- 
guage ſo punctually repeated, that was by 
no means ſtrange to my ears; — but caſt- 
ing a look upon the Surgeon, ſaw diſap- 
pointment and chagrin had driven the 
ruby from his cheek, and that he was pre- 
paring to diſmount ; though for what pur- 
poſe, I was unable to conjecture. 


Some little diſſatisfaction in the par- 
Jour was the conſequence of the meſſage 
they had received. Miſs Kitty flouncing 
into- the coach, declared aloud, that ſhe 
loved airs in her heart, —Sir Matthew fol- 
lowed, proteſting he was quite of her 
ſentiments; but he would endeavour to 
make her amends for the ſlippery trick his 
wife had played her, by procuring her 2 
more eligible companion, at a friend's 
houſe, at ſome little diſtance, — The cap- 

M 4 tain 
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tain caſt a ſignificant glance upon mes 
whilſt Mr. Surgeon, on beipg offered the 
Vacant. place in the coach, until they 
reached, the other lady, declined it with 
viſible. gonfuſion, — ſtammering out, 
That perhaps her ladyſhip might be ſo ill 
56a to require his attendance; and there- 
e fore he would wait an hour or ſo; and 
as the ſight. was nothing new to him, 
« he ſhould be no loſer, as he would do 
<« himſelf the GR of j ee them at 
« dinner.“ F 
Captain Briton again looked upon me 
with meaning:— my heart, underſtood him, 
—and I got off my horſe unobſerved, by 
a fellow, whoſe deep deſigns, and unex- 
pected ſucceſs, abſorbed every other con- 
ſideration. 121 TH (21 


11911 


5 —_— the bent 2 after, at =" 
invitation of Sir Matthew's huntſman ; 
who found me ſo diſordered, that he was 
by no means ſurprized I did not follow 
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my maſter : he kindly conducted me to 
the kitchen fire, and giving me a falutary 
cordial, I began to be more compoſed; 
The Surgeon,” in my hearing, deſired 
Mrs. Hag to furniſh him with proper appa- 
ratus for bleeding her lady 3 telling her 
he would wait in the dreſſing-room for 
her commands: And as it is very early,“ 
added he, „perhaps her ladyſhip may not 
be diſpoſed to riſe ;—you had therefore 
better get your own breakfaſt, before you 
inform her for what purpoſe I remain 
&« behind.” I deſired my friend the huntſ- 
man to go with me into the garden, as I 
boped the air would be of uſe. to me: he 
did ſo, and ſo ſoon as we had gained a 
handſome terrace, that was extended each 
way beyond the front range of the apart- 
ments, I began to enquire into the ſitu- 
ation of the rooms, for entertainment, 
&c.—T he huntſman, in gratifying my cu- 
riofity by a deſcription of the houſe, in- 
formed me, that Sir Matthew's chamber 
windows commanded- that walk, a cir» 

cumſtance 


10 be HIsToA v of 


eumſtaner that determined me not to leave 

it; I therefore prevailed upon him to confine 
himſelf, for my convenience, to that ſpot, 
teft I ſhould have any return of my faint- 
ing fit; - a requeſt too plauſible to be re- 
ſuſed, and we entered into more familiar 
eonverſation. I had the pleaſure to find the 
fellow honeſt-hearted, and well affected to- 
wards his lady, of whom he ſpoke in the 
moſt compaſſionate and honourable terms. 
— The wreteh 1—ſhe has, my friend, been 
a great ſufferer, —and I fear no deliverance 
is at hand. Nothing on earth could equal 
my miſerable apprehenfions ! every noiſe 
threw me into a trembling !—the Surgeon's 
guilty countenance—but the moment was 
not arrived, when my whole ſtock of cou- 
rage and forbearance was to be brought to 
* wed | 


1 believe it was only one quarter of an 


hour in reality (though an age in appear- 
ance) that I remained fo unhappily agitat- 


| ed 1 the huntſman ſtarting, cried 


out, 
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out, 5 Zounds, my lady's in fits that's 
6c her voice, I'll be ſworn for it“ 


„Where, where, my friend,” exclaimed 
J, and ſtaring with horror, — ( let us fly to 
cc her aſſiſtance. -** Weill call the maids,” 
returned he. The gardener's ladder hap- 
pened to ſtand againſt a jeſſamine tree at a 
little diſtance, that wanted his care. The 
huntſman ran into the houſe,—whilſt I 
with all imaginable expedition and dexterity, 
mounted the window, — and providentially 
ſaved the deareſt, beſt of women from the 
laſt deſtruction. Barbarous ruffian ! her 
handkerchief was bound over her mouth 
like a bar of iron; - a work he had but juſt 
compleated, — when I with due vengeance 
ſeized him by the collar; —and the poor 
releaſed half-dying creature haſtened to 
unfaſten the door to procure me aſſiſtance. 
— The women were ſo- terrified at what 
they ſaw, that they were.hardly capable of 
beſtowing proper care upon their lady ;— 
and had not my friend the huntſman, 

prompt=- 


l 1 
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ted by | age e follow⸗ 
tor cloſe at their heels, the wretch, would 
57 on "have eſcaped my hands, but I 
| ſhould 16 have been diſcovered:— 
However, | by his. timely interpoſition, both 
were luckily prevented. — The bandage i in- 
deed, by his ſtruggling, was torn from my 
eye; but, in order to guard againſt a mis- 
fortune of the ſort, I had that morning, by 
Captain Briton' s advice, put on the addi- 
tional covering of a large piece of ſticking 

plaiſter, which remained unmoved. We 
band bound the raſcal hand and foot, 
and locking him, up in a ſecure cloſet, eſe 
him to his Meditations, FT 


"The huntſnan. was ſo delighted with the 
part I had acted, and rejoiced at his lady's 
deliverance, that I was compelled to par- 
take a bottle with him, and his mirth like- 

wiſe, at leaſt in appearance, notwith- 
ſlanding my heart was plecding. for his in- 
jured miſtreſs, FAY LIES | 

ad At 


Miss PIT TBOROUGH. 273 


At length the bouſe-keeper came down, 
—and gave me the comfortable informa» 
tion, that her lady was much better than 
could have been expected, conſidering the 
fright ; but that her noſe and mouth were 
greatly hurt. She had with her uſual good- 
neſs enquired who ſhe was indebted to for 
her preſervation ; and on being told it was 
captain Briton's ſervant, ordered this wo- 
man to beg, that he would wait his maſter's 
return at her houſe, and command every 
thing he ſhould ſtandjin need of ;—adding, 
that as ſoon as ſhe was tolerably compoſed, 
ſhe ſhould be glad to.thank him herſelf for 
ſo fingular a ſervice. Thus, Ned, have 
I a ſecond time rendered myſelf uſeful to 
this angel of a woman. May I not flatter 
myſelf that I am yet reſerved to heal all her 
misfortunes ? . 


I was doubly diſtreſſed by what I heard. 

— To appear before her and preſerve my 
proper character, was, I feared, impoſſible : 
to ſell the ſervice I had done her,—my ut- 
ter 


174 The HisToky of 


ter abhorrence : - but how to avoid either 
the one or the other, I was unable to con- 

jecture. EI 10 001 aUTION: 
- Happily for us both, —when ſhe came 
to recollect ſome few particulars of the 
late dreadful ſcene, —ſhe had unconquer- 
able objections to ſeeing me again; — and 
ſending me her purſe, in which was twenty 
guineas, and a valuable ring I had obſerved 
her to wear in thoſe days of happineſs, — 
that are now no more, — ſhe bid the bearer tel! 
me, that ſhe had too good an opinion of 
my underſtanding, to apprehend would 
* miſconſ{trueher declining her firſt propoſal 
« of thanking me perſonally, —as ſhe was 
<« too weak and low to bear ſuch an inter- 
view: — that ſhe was far from meaning 
« whatſhe then ſent, as a reward for the ob- 
<« ligation had conferred upon her; for that 
_ « ſhe would convince me upon many future 
« occaſions, that ſhe did not think any pecu- 
0 niary return adequate to my merit; and 
that ſhe heartily wiſhed me every happi- 


„ neſs 


-” 
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« neſs this world could give.” The change 
in her reſolution was too natural, and the 
motive too obvious for me to be ſurpriſed act 


it; and thus herdelicacy reſcued me from the 
much dreaded encounter. I only divided 


the money with the huntſman, leſt 1 
ſhould betray myſelf by my generoſity; and 
it was with great difficulty that I prevailed - 


upon him even to accept the moiety of 
what he could not perſuade himſelf he was 
the leaſt intitled to:—he has both a great 
and an honeſt foul. 


$4 + + 
Ten o'clock, 

The company are returned. Captain 
Briton was by no means ſurpris'd at what 


had happen'd; 'acknowleging it was no 
more than he had long expected from the 


fellow's behaviour. —Miſs Kitty declared 


herſelf aſtoniſhed at the wretch's audacity: 


* ſhe had, indeed, perceived he admired 


& her ladyſhip ; but as ſhe had conceived it 
. only 
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. only to be an humble hopeleſs paſſion, 
& ſhe had never thought it neceſſary to 


(é mention it.“ 
556 ens Dl) | 


Te baronet bit his lips, —his com- 
plexion underwent many changes, —but he 
did not favour them with his ſentiments. 
As for the lady who had partook of their 
day's pleaſure, ſhe had luckily been ſet 
down at her own houſe, or ſhe would have 
been a ſpectator of the whole ſcene. After 
we had all been examined and re-examin- 
ed, they began to deliberate concerning 
a proper puniſhment for the delinquent.— 
The offence was inſufficient to bring him to 
the gallows; —his circumſtances and ſitua- 
tion in life ſecured him from every proſe- 
cution for damages, or the more frequent 
ſatisfaction of the ſword. —At length it was 
determined to duck him well in the horſe- 
pond, — give him a genteel toſs or two in a 
blanket, — and oblige him to beg pardon for 
his attempt to affront a worthy family, 
in the public papers :—all of which it ſhall 
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iy ne e ee 
formed. 


Honeſt John received the thanks and 
compliments of every one preſent; but it 
was obſervable, that Sir Matthew's were 
the coldeſt and moſt conſtrained. You 
know how much I deſpiſe him, without 
fy urther comment, 


W --- K-U- -W-. - ---. 
wens ENTTER XXVL 
Mic HuTcnens to Miſs BINFIEI B. 


NOTH ER prettypiece of buſineſs ! 
his curious mortal of a ſurgeon 

has been pleaſed to appear in the character 
of Tarquin,—my lady his beautiful Lu- 
cretia ; —but as there happen'd ſome inter- 
ruption to the performance, they neither of 
them ſhone in any extraordinary degree :— 
a one- eyed fellow, ſervant to captain Bri- 
to, was the hero that reſcued her from the 
.raviſher's hands, What a pity colonet . 
Vor. II. N Dingley 
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Dingley was abſent, at that extraordinary 
period, as the ſtory might then have made 
à very elegaiit appearance, when modelled 
inte coherence by ſome ſłilful hand How 
*untqually adventures, as well as riches, are 
in general diſtributed ! — Many perſons paſs 
their whole days without meeting with one 
that deſerves the leaſt notice; whilſtpthers 
have ſuch a ſucceſſion of them fall to their 
"ſhare, they know not which way to turn 
themſelves: Would J had dend born an 
der the oe: . | we 


41; however, hav; this TORY) dat 
ö it is never too late to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, 
and force one's ſelf into buſtle and obferva- 
tion: the next fortnight, my dear, ſhall 
: crayons woe T an e of. | 
; We had a bvrodigious pleaſant 15 70 of it; 
the captain in high ſpirits; a good, decent, 
- lively, plain girl, proved an excellent foil; 
and even the baronet ſaid handſome things. 
Low little conception had we of the deſ- 
perate attack her ladyſhip ſuſtained ? Sure- 
9 ly 
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Iy this affair will wipe off all diſagreeable 
remembrances; «= Sir - Matthew: can no 
longer doubt her virtue; + She ſcreamed, 
my girl, ſhe ſcteamed ſor aſſiſtance ; but 
the wretch. w a oats make the heſt of 
3 | - | b93zudiftib le noꝝ ni 


(1 ' Y 4:97 
| How . e are der nerves l At 
B ſhe droops, ſhe dies. Captain Bri- 
ton rather hangs his ears with concern for 
| her z but pity is peculiar to the brave. 
| How do I rejoice at the whole train of in- 
cidents that have conſpired to bring me 
to this once hateful place! I uſed to wiſh 
that this lady couſmm had never flipt from 
under her father's wing; or at leaſt, that 
my mother had not ſo officiouſly foſter- 
ed her; but had things been only one jot 
otherwiſe than they are, I had ſtill vainly 
ſighed for the colonel, and the captain 
would never have ſighed for me: ſo that, 
upon the whole, I muſt deem myſelf a con- 
ſiderable gainer. They have pronounced a 
ſevere ſentence upon the culprit z—for my 


Nast 156 2; part, 
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part, I wonder his ears were ſpared: and 
if he does but get out of their hands in 
whole bones, he can never be ſufficiently 
chadlkeful.” TG be ſure, it might have prov- 
ed far from a laughable affair; but as it did 
turn out, I can ſee no harm in confeſling, 
that the deplorable object, when he was 
dragged from his den, excited both my ri- 
dicule and compaſſion. His neck and heels 
were within an ace of meeting; half un- 
dreſt, —half ſtarved ;—for he had lain in 
that condition the whole day, without be- 
ing allowed the leaſt refreſhment : he was a 
ſtrange ſpectacle ! — And then his mean 
ſubmiſſions, and meaner intreaties for par- 
don, rendered him thoroughly deſpicable, 


Mamma begins to hankerafter the Egyp- 
tian onions ; or, in other words, is become 
impatient to behold her darling daughter. 
. —Your pardon, my good madam; but I 

fear we ſhall not be ſo happy as to meet at 
preſent :—There are more words to that 
baren than you are aware _” 


MB na Me, Do 
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AAPL 


to ſy for me, . 
abſolutely demonſtrated, can eyer be ex- 
tinguiſhed by one ſingle act of diſobedi- 
ence ?—Can ſhe abandon. me to all the 
miſeries of matrimony, without the leaft 
compunction ? Be it ſo then; for if mar- 
riages and hanging actually depend upon 
deſtiny,—it would be in vain to endeavour 
to avoid either the one or the other, — That 
ſame doctrine of predeſtination, is a very 
pretty doctrine for people under my cir- 
cumſtances; “ It was my fate, ſay they; 
te how therefore could I, weak and frail 
&« as I am, in any degree refiſt ?” 


What a happy man this ſame captain, 
in fixing his affections upon ſo rational a 
being as your humble ſervant ! I neither 
expect nor require perſection; unteaſonably 
require what I am ſenſible I myſelf can 
never attain, Not one unneceſlary . pang 
have I given him; played off none of my 
couſin's enchanting airs and graces ;—but, 


N 3 in 


% Thb Hf E 
in conformity to the digtates of an honeſt, 


uncorrupted nature, have neither too ſtu- 


diouſly cyngealgd, nor foo glaringly reveal- 
ed my approbation and 75 e 
Mo2TAG .z 21M OT. 7 | 


I - apprehend I have acted 4 more 
2411 hat — : 


propri 2d upon this "occaſion, than Any 
iber in my whole life; and J have reaſon 
to believe, the captain is equally fatisfied 
with my conduct and love. So far T have 
condeſcended to obfer ve my mother's 
wholeſome lectures, Never to give pain 
eto that man's heart I meant to make my 
e huſband; as 1 might depend upon it, that 
ce the injuſtice at ſome future period would 
ce be retaliated ;” with a thouſand other 
articles, duly remembered, 'tho' not worth 
2 place: in this letter: —I have, or rather 
hall reap the benefit of them all, as I 
have moſt ee, avoided preparing a 
"rod for myſelf. © 
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LETTER: XXVII. (Awo 


do 0 hs Vier ba 


3 SANXSEY to Mrs BATS0N, 


'LAS, my dear ſiter | for whas {afults 

. am I reſerved Was it not ſuffici- 

ent that I ſubmitted, with almoſt more than 

human patience, , to every bitter conſe- 

quence of my unhappy folly ?—was not 

the ſubduing my pride, vanity, and ſelf- 

ſufficiency, a, taſk I found myſelf but ill 

| able to, perform? that this new calami- 

ty, this new humiliation, ſhould fall upon 

| me, to {well the triumph my wretchedneſs 

but too evidently gives to many hearts. I 

ſhall not, however, long complain of A fate 

I haveſo juſtly merited ;—a flow, but ſure, 

working deſpair already preys upon my 

vitals ;—and the arms of death will prove 
my leaſt deceitful aſylum. | 


But 9 wretch that I am, to 
look only to the misfortunes, —ynmindful 
N 4 of 
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of the mexcies I have experienced. It muſt. 
be acknowleged, that a froward heart is 
not eaſily corrected: evil habits, when 
N confirmed by long practice, cleaye 
cloſe, and the rent that ſeparates them from 
our nature, muſt be both reſolute and ſe- 
vere. But Iwill endeavour, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to methodiae my thoughts, for your 


better camprehending them. 


The gay, the all- prevailing Kitty had 
formed a party for an idle excurſion; and I 
was deſtined to participate, or atleaſt diſ- 
ſemble a participation of her pleaſpre ; but 
when the morning arrived, I found myſelſ ſo 
ill- affected to the journey, that I ventured 
under the ſanction of my friend captain Bri- 
ton's preſence, to beg the company's excuſe, 

and the baronet's neben. 


He ſurlily complied * what he called 
my perverſe fanc ies; Kitty was ſmart, as 

uſual upon ſuch occaſions; neither of 
which reached my repoſe: and as it was 


very early in the morning, and I found 
mylelf 
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myſelf inclined to ſleep, I made no ſcruple 
Ann to ſo ſolt an influence,” 8 


ry = "9 
110 Its TOR 


nar 42: 
I never at any time was press a6: pl 
ſelf; and in order to avoid every ſpecies of 
ſuſpicion, or diſagreeable treatment, I had 
made it a point ever {ſince my diſgrace; to 
leave the door of my apartment at the mer- 
cy of my inquiſitive duenna, and equally 

inquiſitive huſband. . 


How long I had ſlept I am wholly igno- 
rant I was however at length awaken- 
ed, though not alarmed, by ſome one's 
entering the room: but before Thad time 
to enquire what her diligence ſought after, 
(concluding it was the houſe-keeper) and 
why I was diſturbed, contrary to my orders, 
U heard the door bolted, and locked on 
the inſide. 


I drew open the curtain with precipita- 
tion; but judge of my horror and conſu- 
fon, (for J am incapable of deſcribing it) 
when 1 beheld that forward, bold ſurgeon, 
5 ts 
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to whoſe report, of me I am, indebted for 
all the mortifying reflections my character 
has ſuſtained, was the perſon who had thus 
ſecured me to himſelf, as I doubted! 80 
for the a mt + ya 

an 10 e215! on s{dit19) 

* e AS n . of 
my temper. and apprehenſions as I could 
poſſibly aſſume, hy I ſaw. him there? He 
drew inſtantly to the bed- ſide, and violent- 
ly ſeizing me, cried, My dear creature 
4% ſhall be informed ; only don't betray 
« yourſelf, and your honour is ſafe but 
<« if you are ſo weak and ſimple as to 
« diſregard the voice of reaſon and love, 
* you muſt take: the conſequence, both of 
e my roughneſs, and the world's cenſure; 
<< a world that is prepared to judge you 
< with. the utmoſt ſeverity, from errors in 
your conduct in which I had no ſhare. 
« —I was charmed with you the firſt mo- 
« ment I beheld you, and have long wiſhal 
« foriſome ſuch happy opportunity of be- 
ing upon the maden terms with you, as 

i Trad c muſt 
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ce muſt hereaſter be the caſe; unleſs you 
We dene _ Jour mn Levee e 
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88 Hear me, ſir,” eedl fel 3 
cc to hear my fixed determination. I a6- 
„ knowlege I am ſenſible no leſs of the 
«© power you have obtained over me, 
6 than the good- nature of the world. 
c —Mour generoſity upon this occaſion 
«© would intitle you to my higheſt grati- 
& tude ;—nor would 1 ever complain of 
&« what is paſt: but as to purchaſing the 
& ſhadow of a reputation at the expence 
e of my honour, — be aſſured I never 
«will and if you do oblige me to alarm 
<« the houſe, my cries ſhall never ceaſe 
until they have brought ſome one to my 
« aſſiſtance, or my ſtrength entirely ex- 
&« hauſted ; and perhaps, in ſo great an 
* exigence, I may find it little inferior 
«© to your own.—Spare, ſpare me, there- 


* fore, the neceſlity of exerting it j— 


leave my room immediately, and every 
return you can reaſonably nn I with 
**' propriety grant, ſhall be yours.” 

«© Madam, 


— —— 
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„ Madam, returned the villain; “ as a 
& proof how much rather I would owe 
«© my ſueceſs to your favour than com- 
% pulſion, I will for a few moments de- 
« Jay ſhewing you what J am capable of 
« performing. —I have contrived my mat- 
<<. ters too well to apprehend interruption : 
“ conſider, therefore, how idle it is to re- 
« ſerve yourſelf wholly for a man who 
„ neglects and diſregards you, and for 
«© whom you never had, nor ever can 
<«< have the ſlighteſt degree of affection. 

“Jou have ſuffered in your reputation; 
« if innocently, revenge yourſelf on a 
<« baſe world, by an action that can never 
« tranſpire to glut its malice, and make 
« me who love you, and am capable of 
« ſerving you in many particulars, com- 
« pletely happy.” 


„ My God!” exclaimed I, clapping 
my hands together, what an alterna- 
tive !—either to tear open the late 
* wounds of my reputation afreſh, by 
„ furniſhing the public with a new fund 

| „ for 
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te for ſcandal, or, in ALT to . it in 
<« its. preſent, doubtful ſtate, ſubmit to 
0 every kind of abuſe brutality and luſt 
« are capable of exciting. No, fir, I 
<« have nothing more to * _ know 
00 my final reſolution.“ u_ voll ys! *? 


st vir 


A — anderst which 10 bad 


o TY 11 


drawn out of his pocket during my laſt 


ſpeech, and, unperceived by me, rolled up 
to a comfortable thickneſs, was now un- 
expectedly clapped before my mouth, 
which (except by one loud ſcream that eſ- 
caped me in the ſame inſtant it reached 
my face) effectually deprived me of every 
power or poſſibility of calling aſſiſtance. 
He was ſo inhuman as to tye it in ſuch a 
manner, that I concluded I muſt die for 
want of breath, my noſtrils being "_ 
confined, 


He held both my hands in one of his, 


without procecding to one liberty; and 


coolly taking my garters from a chair, 
6 K ſaid he, will anſwer the pur- 
| cc poſe 
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<« poſe of fetters; and ſo, mygood madam, 
* will be quite rede bns Hol 
in DI093K2% Ty NN 
I now gave Aytelf over ue 8 
-agony of my mind is inconeeivable; when, 
beyond probability or expectation, a man 
ſuddenly bolted in at the window, and 1 
Hvered n mo _ en ewe evil./ 
He was fo 0 a allow, _ dif 
pointment had rendered him ſo deſperate, 
that had I fainted; I know not what might 
have been the conſequence to my deli- 
verer ;—but happily I had both ſo much 
ftrength-and preſence of mind, to unfaſten 
the door, and let in half a dozen people, 
who were liſtening to, though unable to 
comprehend, the noiſe they heard, — The 
women ſoon got me to bed, whilſt the 
men took proper care of the monſter. 


They with great difficulty removed the 
obſtruction of the handkerchief, and I 

was once more permitted to breathe. 

But 
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But I haye received great. hurt my 
noſe and mouth bleed an alarming quan- 
tity, which has ſo weakened me, that [ 
apprehend; (in conjunction with a flow 
fever: that hangs upon me) nothing leſs 
than a conſumption will be the conſe- 
quence. The worthy fellow who was ſo 
actiye in my deliveranee, proves to be 
that valuable ſervant captain Briton once 
mentioned with peculiar, regard. Great, 
unſpeakably great, are my obligations to 
bim; and I will ſtrain a point, rather 
than he ſhall go unrewarded. 


Sir Matthew has not ſhewn me the leaſt 
. tenderneſs, notwithſtanding all I have ſuf- 
fered however, as he is ſo gracious as to 
refrain from unkind reflections, and trou- 
bles me with but little of his company, 
I will be content. | 


I know not how to act with reſpect to 
the captain. Surely he will have ſo. much 
| diſcretion as to conceal the matter from 
his friend: —it would be very aukward 
| for 
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for me to intimate any concern about it, 
as it would ſeem to imply an expectation 
I would not be ſuppoſed to entertain.— 
Yet I know the colonel to have ſo nice a 
ſenſe of honour,—and I do believe his 
regard for me is ſuch, that he would not 
forbear chaſtiſing the villain with his own 
hand, if Sir Matthew does ſuffer him to 


| eſcape with too much lenity, But why 


do I encourage ſuch unneceſſary appre- 
henſions? — Perhaps, before the news can 
reach him, I ſhall have paid that debt of 
nature, the demand of which has already 
ſtruck my heart. Alas, my Nancy, I 
fear we ſhall never meet again !—Misfor- 
tunes, like vices, are progreſſive ; a great- 
er and a greater have ſucceeded ; —until 
this laſt has wound up the whole, and will 
inevitably cruſh me to atoms. 


' Preſerve my letters, my ſiſter, for the 
benefit of your poſterity.— Let them read 
what I was ;—let them read what I be- 
came; and do you inform them of the 
termination.—Tell'them that vice had no 

place 
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place in the catalogue of my tranſgreſſions, 

and yet that death alone could ſecure me 
from cenſure, or heal my peace, — Tell 
them how much ] loved their valuable mo- 
ther; how ſenſible I was of the juſtice, 
ptopriety, and neceſlity of her advice; 
but that vanity and ſelf-ſufficiency ſteeled 
my heart againſt it, - or I had eſcaped 
every misfortune, —And oh ! do not let 
me at laſt die in vain ;—but conjure them 
to reap the advantage I have procured 
them,—in teaching them to ſhun ſo fatal 


an example. 
Ee --- . 
LETTER: in. 


Mrs. BAaTsoN to Lady SAxxsEv. 


Intreat my dear fiſter, notwithſtand- 

ing her recent mortification, not to 
forego her worthy reſolution, of bearing 
every calamity with firmneſs and reſig- 
nation. 


Vol. II. O Do 


1 3 — — _ 
- 
= 
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101 Dq pot now leave the victory incom- 


pleat ;—a well regulated corps recgſyest re- 
peated ſhocks undaunted; and it is that 


Fr alone that can ſave them from 
OF 


ECOMUNE, A prey to the enemy. — Ii they 
but once, turn their backs if the order 


* of, their ranks is but once too much bro- 


Kenz 4 precipitate, confuſed, and fatal 


retreat muſt be the conſequence: and. af- 


ter having ſuſtained the heat and fury of 


the battle, until, the ſignal was already 
given for flying before their conquering 


arms, they in one unguarded moment 


ſuffer the palm to be ſnatched from their 


hands; and their lives and liberties be- 


come one horrid. ſacrifice. 


My patience, I confeſs, in:pne reſpect 


is perfectly exhauſted. —Your native air, 
1 and the ſoft ſoothings of friendſhip, would 
de highly ſalutaty in your preſent circum- 


ances. — Propoſe making, us a ſpeedy 
It, e to your haughty monarch ; he muſt 
bei incapable of oppoſing ſo reaſonable an 


1 inclination ; or * he ſhould, I myſelf 


- 


| | will 


* 
-- 
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will immediately come and fetch you, for 
. ſhall not be loſt. f — 22 85 
i 41 DOK bann ba 2101 on 51899 

"0 He either knows not your valde, or His 
heart is moſt baſtly Grrüpt to ſuffer you 
thus to wither in your bloom, unſhel- 
teted and unpitied. Indeed; my good 
girl, your day of pisbüwon has been of 
long continuance, but depend upon it 
your reward is at hand. I have watched 
over your conduct with both a ſteady and 
anxious eye, and have had the happineſs 
to find it, ever ſince you became a wife, 
ſuch as J could have wiſhed ; and one-and- 
rwenty is but an early period, to have run 
the race of folly to an end. 


My father, my huſband, join with me 
in beſeeching you not to diſregard my re- 
queſt of coming to us. Our affection for 
you is increaſed by your increaſe of merit, 
and I once more repeat, that if it is poſ- 
\ fible to ſave you, you ſhall not be loſt. 
As to your ambition of ſtanding fair in 
the colonel's opinion, it is both natural 
| O 2 and 
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and laudable.— How Providence diſpoſes 
every thing in your favour is ſtrikingly 
evident, f from your accidental acquaint- 
ance, with Captain Britan. Not one of 
your perfections : are to be unknown ; your 
prudenc by your reſighation, your delicacy, 
and your Tore of virtue, even for its own 
ſake, are al happily « evinced by your-late 
condudt ; and | think it is moſt adviſeable, 
to leave, the concealment or divulging of 
it intirely to the captain's own option :— 
be undoubtedly knows the man he has to. 
deal with, and Whilſt he does juſtice to 
your reputation, muſt be incepable of 


wounding your repoſe. . Tg 


I am greatly puzzled to divine what ſo 
good a kind. of man, can find in our 
ſtrange unfeeling couſin Kitty, to attach 
him. —How will his friend ever be brought 
to approve ſuch” a choice ?—Willi it not oc- 

f caſion: an infallible | breach between them? 
1 could almoſt be tempted to wiſh, from 


e malice, that he would change 
his 


+ 
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1 . 
his mind, and leaye her in the lurch! = 


ſhe deferves ſuch treatment * more, than any 
young woman I am  acquajgt ed" with. 
Keep up your ſpirits, m my love, we muſt 
ſee her puniſhed, mortified at leaſt: nor 
will ſhe at the long run eſcape ;—ſhe has 
apparently a bad diſpoſition, | All your er- 
rors, by playing merely upon the ſurface, 
were ſoon brought to light, and have as 
ſoon dyed away; but her S will never pet- 
fectly be eradicated; they are interwoven 
with her nature, they are commixed with 
her blood, and lie too deep ever to be ex- 
hauſted. — Another and another will ſuc- 
ceed ;—yet another and another remain 
until the end of her life, Nor will that 
laſt ſcene, I am afraid, afford either more 
inſtruction to her acquaintance, or honour 
to herſelf, than thoſe ſhe has already | 
paſſed. 1 am ſurprized my aunt can ſuffer 
her at ſo early an age, to be thus giddily 
miſtreſs of her own inclinations, eſpecially 
as ſhe has not only an extenſive know- 
lege of life, but human nature itſelf; — 
but, in ſhort, that is her foible : — ſhe is too 


O 3 partial 
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partial to ſee errors, ſhe would be too 
tender to correct; therefore, | to avoid 
giving pain to her own heart, or vexation 
to her child ſhe is content to remain in 
à paſſi ve half blind ſtate, and leave her to 
mer on inventions. 1 beg I may hear 
from you again very ſoon.— Make your 
* propoſal of viſiting us with becoming cou- 
rage ; do not be frowned into mean con- 


ceſſions: the [tyrant would tremble, if 


the coward dared but once to rebel. Shew 
him the difference between voluntary ſub- 
miſſion and undiſtinguiſhing implicit obe- 
dience, and let me ſoon embrace wy long 
loſt fiſter. 199) 


KA x. 5 T3 N 
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= g Horcuens to Miſs BInFIELD. 


VERT. „eu! 


K \"NOTHER letter from mamma, 
teplete with the dire ſummons of 

" return, return What can I do ?—I 
am ſomewhat ſimilarly cireumſtanced with 

| your 


— 


— 


1 
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your heroines in romance; — and the 
queſtion is, Shall L break mother's heart, 
or my o rn? Why truly, between you 
and I, I have no ill deſigu upon either; 
dut as I am ſenſible of the means of de- 
ſtroying or preſerving the one, and can 
only gueſs at the effects my conduct would 
produce upon the other; you know it 
would not be politic to quit a certainty 
' for an uncertainty. I am, however, mi- 


ſerably ſtreightened ; turn to the right, 


the left, or follow my noſe ] proteſt I 
know not which to prefer: — love pulls 
one way, duty another. I cannot long 
bear the ſevere conflict, but muſt yield 
to the moſt 8 power, 


Almighty Love, is it potible I i ſhould _ 
ever renounce thee ? and ſober duty, how 
ſhall we break hands? — Yet, when were 
we ſo familiar? - Cramp my genius, my 
inclination within the narrow rules of 
duty? I ever ſcorned the thought and 
as I proved ſuperior to every ſuch paultry 
feen at fifteen, would it not be ſcan- 
O04 dalous 


2 
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dalous to ſuffer myſelf to n * | 


it een. * 


* 31 ſ:31 8 het 


ES if laben will deal me out 


a long, long lecture tell me ſhe has re- 


mained ſingle ever ſince I was two years 
old, ſot my ſake alone; devoted all her 
wiſhes, all her attention to my welfare; 
watched over me with the unwearied eye 


of parental tenderneſs; and ſuffered me to 
enjoy my unxeſtrained inclinations, ex, 


cept when they glaringly demanded re- 
ſtraint; and even then, ſhe was far from 


ſtepping in with the authority of a parent, 


intreaties, not violent oppolition being her 


reſource upon ſuch occaſions, in order to 
convince my reaſon, and obtain her purpoſe 


by voluntary conceſſion.“ So far good, 
mamma; but have not 1 repeatedly pro- 
felled myſelf obliged.to you for your care 
and kindneſs ?—and have L any other re- 
turn in my power? Did you not find a 
ſecret, gratification , in my infantine en- 
dearments ?—and did you not rather loye 
me for your's, than my own ſake ? — Was 
| not 


| 
| 


— 
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not my happineſs an eſſential ta your hap- 
pineſs ? — for could you have enjoyed 


peace, if | had been afflicted with ſick- 
neſs or misfortune? — Did I not ſubmit ia 


— 


thereby render the exertion of that authority 


you mention -unneceſlary ?—and if my rea- 
ſon remained-unconvinced, my compliance 


was yours.” —** So far good, daughter.” | 
Well now, with reſpe& to the ſingle ar- 
ticle of matrimony, which of us ought - 


more immediately to be conſulted —lt is 


not a point to be trifled with, or compli- 


mented out of one's on hands, —as re- 
pentance would but ſucceed in vain; 


and as I do know mamma ſo well, (ſhe 


would eaſily be reconciled, my girl, when 


fhe found there was no remedy ; but 
would never be brought to beſtow her 
ſanction upon this choſen ſwain, without 


ſpending an age in enquiries reſpecting 


his diſpoſition, character, fortune, con- 


nexions, I &c. &c.) ſhe ſhall hear no more 
of me, until I have aſſumed the peni- 
| tentials, 
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= ph "_ converted. into lar. 
Rricen. ls ! vhs 
_ 615% Their” | 
es, ſhe ſtill de 2 high. o opinion | 
of my dainty; couſin's wiſdom, and would 
infallibly- conſult her upon the occaſion. —- 
Revenge, I know from experience, is ſweet; 
ſhe would either ſet her face wholly againſt 
the match; or, what is exactly the ſame 
thing, throw out inuendos of its. impro- 
priety ; and ſo, in order to pleaſe: her, and 
compliment her judgment, I ſhould be 
n ny pre all OY life long. 


60 but we are to have a funeral er 
$5dylhip i is going faſt, at Jeaſt in imagina- 
tion; though it is moſt apparent, that her 
lord and maſter, from the conſequences of 
former irregularities, is in much the greater 
danger. Ihe captain almoſt offended me 
laſt night. I was adviſing him to embrace 
the oppottunity her death would furniſh 
him with, of diſplaying his wit; “ You 
cc ſhall compoſe à ſoft elegy, ſaid I, and 
„ will ſet it to ſofter muſic.“ 
| 3 He 
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He appeared chagtin'd, actually ſighed; 
—*< Poor lady ! alas, ſhe deſerves a better 
&« fate !” How, Sir,” cried I, I thought 
46 her ladyſhip poſſeſſed no larger-aMhare 
„ of your approbation than mine?“ 
« True, madam,” reſumed he, „but ap- 
proaching death will awaken. compaf- 
„ ſion in breaſts 2 W — | 
to _ it,” [238 


ak pretty rebuke uri but ] paſſed it 
over unnoticed, or rather unreſented. 


How different her character and mine! 
She was ſo ſimple as to defeat her own pur- 
poſes, by fluttering out of due ſeaſon; but 1 
reſerve my eclatuntil the gentleman is fairly 
nooſed, —when | mean to appear in my own 
proper colours, I would pipe and whine in- 
deed | anddie of the pip, becauſe ſpouſey 
would negle& me, or was incapable of kind- 
neſs! No: I would run here, there, and 
every where in queſt of diſſipation. If my 
home was unpleaſant, it ſhould be no home 
for me, I would not fink beneath the weight, 

but 


lead; and for want of proper capacity, 
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but rattle my chains aloud, until T brought 
ſome gallant knight to my aſſiſtance, who 
break ing tiem afunder, ſhould lay both my 


on and his liberty at my feet. —I would 
ſmile encouragement upen him,—accept 
of his proffered ſervices, —keep the brute in 


awe; by having my Ciciſbeo (agreeable to 


the prevailing cuſtom of Vienna, as de- 


ſcribed by a certain lady) to attend me 
whereſoever I was diſpoſed to appear. A 
married woman, if ſhe has but ſufficient 


ſpirit to caſt off the yoke of unjuſtifiable 


authority, has a thouſand advantages un- 
unknown to a virgin-ſtate. — A huſband 
command ] a huſband govern! A very pret- 


ty ſtory truly ; but let them, they would 
have my conſent, provided they wiſely 


choſe a proper dominion : —their own vi- 
olent tempers, and perverſe narrow incli- 
nations, would find them full employment. 
J will ſet you ſuch an example of conjugal 
affection, and female power, that you ſhall 
bleſs yourſelf that you did not take the 


and 
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judgment, and ſo ſorth, —fall into fatal and 
irretrieveable errors. Murr ns 7110 
ig. ol 
How I ay to rev int the circles, I: was 
wont to frequent, under petticoat govern 
ment, to give them a ſpecimen of the wide 
diſtinction I make between a dependant 
and an independant ſtate I will ſo teaze, 
ſo pleaſe, and fo aſtoniſh a little multitude - 
of butterflies, that but lately forſook me, to 
ſwell my lady's pride | —eſpecially if ſhe 
ſhould live and ſuffer, herſelf to be hauled 
with her pallid, death-like countenance a- 
mongſt us; for I believe I may without 
vanity pronounce, that her ſuperiority re- 
ſpecting your humble event. has attained 
a final period. 


She is. -offeſled of ſome very handſome 
jewels ; her grand-mother's, I think (for as 
to her own mother, a more complete coun- 
try mopeneverexiſted). They were new-ſet 
when ſhe was ſuppoſed to be upon the brink 
of ſuch a match as would have effectually 
- deſtroyed me, had it taken place. Now, 

"= 
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if one was ſure ſhe had not above a montlſi 
or ſo to live, and that her queer baronet 
would ſo far open bis heart, as, by way of 

reward for the ſacrifice of time 1 have 
made him, preſent one with them, it would 
be a kind of temptation to poſtpone one's 
intentions for that period. - But I fear it 
would not anfwer :—ſhe is delicate in ap- 
pearance, but tough in reality, and may 
creak on many a long year. — I will not 
therefore hazard the loſs of a huſband, for 
a precarious proſpect of a diamond neck- 


Jace: —ſothat, if ſhe will not lip off in ons 


poor, week, ſhe may live, ſeven years for 
aught I care. The ſurgeon-fellow has 
undergone a diſcipline, that, if I am not 
greatly miſtaken, he will be far from 
loſing the remembrance of in a hurry, and 
has been ſuffered todepart.—His conduct, 
however, has given ſuch offence, and his 
treatment ſo ſunk him in the good opinion 
of his friends and patients, that it is 
chought, he will not be able to continue 
in the country, but muſt ſeek a ſettlement 

Our 
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Our late harmony has been torn from us 
by his clumſey rough paw z my lady is 
inviſible, the knight ſurly, the captain 
ſerious, and your friend I don't know 
howiſh.—W hat the muddy calm will pro- 
duce is yet in embrio, 


S E - . k &. & &. K K -N. 
AE TTA A. 


Colonel DIxOILEY to Mr. BRooxsBANK. 


| ILL you not be ſurpriſed to hear, 
that John Jones, notwithſtanding 

his ſeveral attachments to this part of the 
country, is about to remove, — having de- 
termined to fix his reſidence (accompanied 
by his loving wife, and much valued friend 
of the cottage) at Edinburgh, at leaſt for 
ſome time. No great preparation is neceſ- 
ſary ; poor folks are eaſily tranſported 
from one quarter to another,—But how 
comes he to quit captain Briton's ſervice ? 
Only in order to render himſelf more ſer- 


viceable to him, as will be ſeen hereafter. 
He 
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He has already given his wife due notice of 
dis deſign; nor doubts her acquieſcence, 
as the never yet attempted in one ſingle in- 
ſtance to oppoſe his -pleaſure. The ſtate 
of ſeparation ſhe has for ſome time expe- 
rienced, muſt have been very painful to 
her, Poor dear ſoul, how does ſhe not 
long, to behold my face ? 


You cannot conceive what a ſmart, ſen- 
ſible, good - natured thing it is ;—ſhe would 
throw herſelf away upon me, contrary to 
all her friends advice: — they thought pro- 
per in return to renounce her; — but I 
happily found means to reconcile them. 
She underwent much fatigue during her 
abſence from England ; but bore it with a 
magnanimity peculiar to herſelf ; —nor 
ſhall ſhe ever repent. either her choice or 
conduct. If ever I ſhould reviſit Wiltſhire, 
I will bring ber in my hand ; —and, in the 
mean time, beſpeak your friendſhip and 


ſavourable conſideration for her. I intend , 


to take Sir Matthew's houſe in my way ; 


one parting look, —one farewel ſigh, — 


at 


"ww 
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at leaſt to the walls, is all I promiſe or dare 
truſt myſelf with. If you ſhould have much 
leiſure, and ſome little curioſity to enquire 
into particulars, let me hear from you a- 
gain by the return of the poſt: —delays 
will be dangerous; for perhaps this very 
John Jones may ſoon be taken off the 
great ſtage of action, and dwindleoncemore 
into an abfolute nothing. 


ie oe tr tee te eb re te 
LETTER XXXI. 
Mr. BROOKSBANK to Colonel DiNGLEY. 


P O N myhonour, Charles, you trifle 

moſt intolerably with a heart that 

has ever beat with friendly anxiety reſped- 
ing your affairs. I know not what con- 
ſtruction to put upon your preſent frolic'or 
phrenſy:—you are rational and intelligent, 
except in the articles of your change of 
name and condition. — Why will you tor- 
ture me with ſuſpence? hy will you not 
reveal your whole deſign ?—It- cannot be 
. P from 
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from want of confidence in me; and as to 
your playfulneſs, it is utterly inconſiſtent 
with the character of my friend. I have 
never before heard of a captain Briton, or 
at leaſt that you had an acquaintance of 
that name; where can you have pick'd him 
up? and what can be your view in aſſuming 
the habit of a ſervant? You are a man of 
honour, or I ſhould be alarmed at your 
proceedings, ſkulking about the country 
in diſguiſe ; and more eſpecially a country 
that you ought, for your peace ſake, above 
all others to ſhun. —Putting your friend 
upon making love to a woman you deſpiſe, 
and now ſleering off for Scotland at an 
hour's notice, are circumſtances ſo myſte- 
rious, that I am unable to unravel them. 


Believe me, Charles, the wiſeſt ſtep you 
could take is to fly to me ;—there is dan- 
ger in your preſent ſituation no leſs to lady 
Sanxſey than yourſelf : —you have been 
happily ſerviceable to her ;—let that con- 
tent you, and do not ruin with one hand, 
what you have accompliſhed with the 

other. 
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other. I will not much longer keep your 
(perhaps unwarrantable) ſecret How do l 
know but I may be indirectly carrying on 
ſome horrid plot, - and, as an acceſſory, be 
brought in for a ſhare of the puniſhment? 
If you do not explain yourſelf, by ſome 
early opportunity, to my entire ſatisfaction, 
I am determined to apply to a magiſtrate, 
—lay the whole buſineſs before him, and 
having obtained due authority, apprehend 
you for a vagrant. As for your Dulcinea, 
ſhe may troll at large; —I know her not, 
- nor will I concern myſelf about her; — 
ſome camp-trull I ſuppoſe at beſt :—but 
for you, depend upon it, I will blow up all 
your ſchemes, and oblige you to produce 
my friend colonel Dingley upon the ſpot. 
What have I to do with your John 
Jones's, Matts of the cottage, or foppiſh 
captain Britons? — They have amongſt 
them, I fear, murdered the man I love; but 
I will call them to a moſt ſevere account. 
* 
To be ſerious: Your letters are ſuch a 
mixture of the comic and tragic, that I 
P 2 know 
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know not whether to laugh or cry at 
them. 


If theſe declarations do not bring you to 
reaſon, violent methods muſt. Can you 
not conceive the ſatisfaction you deprive 
me of, by thus unkindly abſenting yourſelf, 
if not from my knowlege, at leaſt from 
my ſociety? Nor can it be poſſible to 
make me an adequate return. My for- 
bearance has been hardly conſtrained. I 
would have chid you weeks ago for your 
cruelty, had J not flattered myſelf ſome in- 
nocent conſpiracy was maturing againſt fine 
miſs Hutchens. —I own I could not even 
have wiſh'd to prevent your humbling her 
by every juſtifiable means ;—I would have 
her ſmart in her vanity, and pretenſions to 


. ſuperiority, where ſo few can be ſuperior ; 


buther perſon, fortune,and reputation ought 
to be ſacred. Let me receive an immediate 
anſwer from colonel Dingley, a categorical 
anſwer to the following interrogatorics. 


Is he, or is he not ſtill my friend? Is my 


peace and happineſs ſtill of any conſequence 


1 to 
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to him? Does he mean to perſiſt in enter- 
taining me with only whipt ſyllabubs, when 
my conſtitution evidently requires more 
ſubſtantial food? Let him anſwer theſe 
queries in the firſt place, and perhaps I may 
extend my demand to the ſolution of many 
others remaining in the m of his highly 
tantalized friend. 


* ATT 44444444 
LETT ER ANNIE 


Colonel DixnGLEY to Mr. BrRooksBaANK. 


HY, my good, honeſt, teſty Ned, 
—what a buſtle doſt thou make 
about the moſt innocent, the moſt triffling 
affair in nature ?—MuſtT repeat all that I 
have already ſaid ? — As how that colonel 
Dingley is no longer colonel Dingley, and 
that John Jones is literally John Jones, 
and much at your ſervice, —What a deal 
of unneceſſary trouble could you now find 
in your heart to give a poor, harmleſs fel- 
low, who is your entire well-wiſher, But, 
EY. fer 
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for your comfort, the, farce is almoſt ripe for 
exhibition, — and you ſhall be permitted to 
ſhoye in your miſerable long lean face, for 
your entertainment and ſatisfaction, the au- 
thor's night; — but ſooner I cannot promiſe. 
I fee] unuſual pleaſure at the near approach 
of my wiſhes; but what will become of 
me, when they are accompliſhed ? —I can- 
not live without employment my diſeaſe 
is diverted, nay almoſt ſuſpended, amidſt 
buſy ſcenes ; but on my return to idleneſs, 
would return upon me with double vigour. 
You ſurely can ſtrike out ſome little office 
for me; a whipper in, for example, an aſ- 
ſiſtant in the ſtable, or at worſt recommend 
me in your neighbourhood as an able hand 
at taming a ſhrew. I will not truſt myſelf to 
be ſerious: you know not how much depends 
upon my ſupporting my preſent character 
with proper dignity, - or you would never 
attempt to make me relinquiſh it. Do not 
write to me in a rational ſtrain, until I {et 
you the example; — the ball, alas! will 


drop too ſoon, I fear, for my repoſe. 
: Miſs 
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Miſs Kitty has conſented to favour cap- 
tain Briton with her hand; —and he, I 
hope, is too much the man of honour to 
treat her unworthily. 


My wife arrived laſt night in order to 
accompany me. —I told you how impati- 
ent ſhe would be to return to my arms, 
after having once made her peace with her 
relations. She approves my ſcheme ia 
the higheſt degree, and is now anticipa- 
ting her future happineſs, 


The fair ſex are abundantly more 
prempt to take felicity upon credit, than 
us heavy phlegmatic mortals, — Their ima- 
ginations are both ſtrong and lively: —un- 
cloyed with buſineſs, unincumbered by re- 
flection, on they go. The proſpect is de- 
lightful and extenſive; they enjoy it to the 
utmoſt.— A cloud ſuddenly ariſes. — No 
matter: it will never reach them in their 
preſent ſituation.— They do, however, get 
well ſouſed; — whimper a little, ſhake their 
ears but the next hour as fondly em- 


P 4 brace 
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brace ſome new infatuation, — Whilſt we, 
weighing ways and means, —circumſtan- 
ces and events, —probabilities, poſſibilities, 
and their contraries, — neither taſte the 
paſt, preſent, or future, in an adequate 
degree. Wiſdom, my friend, is but a 
troubleſome companion in this path of 
life. How many evils does it not unne- 
ceſſarily make us attentive to? how many 
dangers does it not alarm us with ?—how 
many deaths does jt not occaſion us to die? 
Without it our "ſight is happily con- 
trated :—we feel the calamity only when 
it reaches us — (and who can deny but 
that the evil in expectation, generally ex- 
ceeds the reality); we loſe it the inſtant 
it is ſurmounted; — and again look for- 
ward with joyful, and unapprehenſive 


hearts. 


Take my advice, Ned. Vou are diſ- 
poſed to change your condition; prepare 
the collar, — ſlip your neck without heſi- 
tation fairly into it ;—it is time enough to 


complain, when it becomes uncaſy: — 
but 
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but if you once fancy that you can ſepa- 
rate the convenience from ſome little in- 
conveniences, good bye to you, your fate 
is determined. Perhaps this is the laſt 
rambling letter you may receive, though 
not the leaſt pleaſing; for when I fall 
again, I never more ſhall-riſe. 


Ah, woe is me that have a wife | — What 
an impediment to my advancement |—Sir 
Matthew's old toothleſs houſekeeper was 
inclined to behold me with an eye of ap- 
probation. She has feathered her neſt 
pretty handſomely ;—an endleſs ward- 
robe; many valuable pieces of furniture; 
two hundred pounds judiciouſly tyed up 
in the foot of a worn- out ſtocking be- 
ſides India bonds to a very conſiderable 
amount: — but as it is impoſſible for me 
to give myſelf a legal claim to all this 
treaſure, I muſt endeavour to content my- 
ſelf without it. f 

Nor, indeed, to confeſs a truth, would 
1 forego the poſſeſſion of my tender, my 
ſenſible 
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ſenſible Fanny for all ſhe can, or may 
be able to beſtow. My Fanny! who is the 
ſofteſt, the moſt endearing companion; — 
the moſt indulgent, moſt compaſſionate of 
friends; and the moſt grateful and obli- 
ging of wives, that ever fell to wicked 
mortal's lot. Nay, ſhe is abundantly too 
good for me; nor can I make her amends 
for all ſhe has done and ſuffered for my 
ſake. She preſerved my life by her care 
and aſſiduity ;; ſhe revived” my ſpirits by 
her vivacity ; - and if my ſcheme ſhould 
be productive of the expected ſatisfaction, 
it is to her alone that J am indebted for 
it. Do not, therefore, I conjure you, de- 
ſpiſe her humble birth, or obſcure deſtiny; 
let the goodneſs of her heart obtain fa- 
vour in your ſight ; you will never repent 
aught you may determine for her advan- 
tage. I could expatiate whole hours upon 
her perfections, — yet leave the theme un- 
exhaulted : ſhe is a pattern for wives; — 
a treaſure to her huſband; and from being 
poſſeſſed of that ineſtimable gem, con- 
tentment, is herſelf as happy, as ſhe ren- 

. ders 
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ders all thoſe who have connexion with 
her. But I ſuppoſe you are heartily weary 
of my unintelligible jargon ; - yet reſt aſ- 
ſured, that I have a, recompence in nine 
for all your ſufferings. 


n een cer w cc 


L'ET TER” XXXIII. 


Miſs HurchENSs to Miſs BinFIELD. 


EDINBURGH. 


ELL, my dear, I have at laſt 
| {truck my threatened bold ſtroke 
for a huſband, as you will find by the date 
of my letter; but ſuch a huſband is worth 
procuring on any terms. His ſervant was 
diſpatched laſt week, in order to ſettle 
himſelf in ſome decent habitation for our 
reception, an inn being a prepoſterous 
place, in the captain's opinion, to convey 
a lady to. We have laughed all the way 
at the thoughts of the heavy buſtle our 
flight will occaſion both in town and coun- 


try, 
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try. My lady, notwithſtanding ſhe was 
pleaſed to take the ſame route ſome ſix 
months ago, with a perſon no more to be 
compared to captain Briton than Ito Hercules, 
will, I doubt not, be very liberal of her cen- 
ſures. It will prove a cordial to her 
drooping ſpirits ; diſpel thoſe vapours that 
have for ſome time overwhelmed her; — 
and in fine, reſtoge her to new life and vi- 
gour. Nothing can be more engaging 
than the captain's behaviour, or more en- 
tertaining than his converſation. He was 
acquainted with every town through which 
we paſled ; —pointed out every proſpect 
worthy obſervation; and told me every 
gentleman's feat, with little agreeable 
anecdotes relative to the families, the flying 
carriage gave us a tranſient view of. Com- 
mend me to your ſober timid laſſes, who 
never have the courage to leave mamma's 
apron-ſtring ; —who accept a clumſey an- 
cient batchelor of her providing, without 
either offering the ſlighteſt objection, —or 
even wiſhing ſo to do ;—who ſubmit to 
be led to church, paſſive, eaſy victims, in 
the 
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face of an odious congregation; — and ex- 
change her roof for that of their newly 
elected, or rather conſtituted, tyrants, as 
a matter merely of common accident and 
neceſſity. 


As for my own part, I now declare, 
in the prettieſt, ſnuggeſt, neateſt of apart- 
ments, that if it was poſſible for me to 
be removed by enchantment into my mo- 
ther's houſe - and I was convinced that 
ſhe would: not only approve and promote 
the match I have now travelled ſo many 
miles to bring to a concluſion, — but that 
ſhe would honour the ceremony with her 
preſence, and ſmirk, as mothers are wont 
to do on ſuch occaſions ;—I ſhould a 
thouſand times prefer the plan I have 
purſued ; — expoſe myſelf to ſome few 
frowns, a very inſupportable lecture, and 


all that diſagreeable round-about I appre- 
hend I ſhall be obliged to take, before I 
ſhall be able to eſtabliſh myſelf once more 
in her good graces ;—and ſhould even 
think the pleaſant journey I have enjoyed 


moſt 
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moſt cheaply purchaſed, with even the ad- 
ditional ſevere penance my very good 
friend lady Sanxſey may per her to 
inflict. 


To- morrow morning the bleſſed knot 
is to be tied. — How differently do differ- 
ent optics repreſent one and the ſame ob- 
jet !—Some girls flounce and fluſter them- 
ſelves with the notion of forfeiting their 
liberty, and foregoing all the pleaſures of 
their lives, —I confeſs that ſeems to have 
been the original intention of the ſolem- 
nity ;—but if we had not innumerable 
inſtances of a contrary conſequence, ma- 
trimony would have but few votaries, 
eſpecially at my age. What at twenty, 
like the ridiculous Jeweſles, carry a badge 
of my ſlavery about me, and {till lick my 
lips at ſcenes I am far from having loſt 
my reliſh for, from idly ſuppoſing them 
inconſiſtent with the dignity of my ma- 
tronly character | But I have already ex- 
plained myſelf ſufficiently upon this ſub- 
ject. I deſire you will be prepared for ac- 

company» 
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companying us in our London journey; I 
poſitively will not appear without you; — 
and if you are not conſenting to your own 
happineſs, — my hero ſhall carry you, off 
by violent methods -—and 1 will under- 
take to reconcile you to your fate. 


* * * 


Afternoon. 


The good father who is to perform the 
ceremony, and a friend of his procuring 
to act the beſtowing part (vulgarly called 
giving one away), have been introduced 
to me. How little does my eaſy undi- 
vining mother conceive the ſituation her 
daughter is now in, or the buſineſs that 
engages her On my word, if it was not 
for the utter impoſſibility of the thing, I 
ſhould have her ſlap upon me at the moſt 
unfavourable of junctures, and my whole 
ſcheme diſconcerted in a twink. 


LE. T- 


224 The HrsTORY of 


1890 7 * b 
£5 'P Þ. {ik 1 * 4 


LETTER DN 


my Banxonr' to Mrs, BArsox. 


; I TRANGE news, my dear ſiſter ! The 

- worthy appearing captain Briton has 
deſcended to fo mean, ſo ſcandalous an 
action, as carrying off a raw unthinking 
girl, who, regardleſs of the conſequence, 
has conſulted no other monitor than her 
vanity, and is captivated by no other 
charm than a gay outſide. 


Jam both mortified and aſtoniſhed at 
being made the dupe of his artifice How 
cid he impoſe upon my eafy credulity,— 
engage my approbation and good opinion, 
by a conduct fo uniform and unexception- 
able, that | confidered him as abundantly 
too good for the creature he has made 
choice of !—But to ſteal away in fo un- 

genteel, ſo ungentleman-like a manner,— 
| | and 
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and never having revealed either his cir- 
cumſtances or intentions, beſpeak him of 
a very different compoſition to what 1 
imagined. | 


There muſt, my Nancy, be ſome de- 
fet in his fortune, or deception in his 
practices, —or he would never have en- 
tered a family in the diſadvantageous, the 
deſpicable light of a run-away and ſedu- 
cer; for ſuch I am perſuaded my poor 
aunt will conſider him. I every day was 
expecting proper propoſals to be made by 
him, or I ſhould not have ſuffered matters 
to proceed the viſible length they even 
had done. 


I am grieved to think, how the fond 
mother's heart will be wounded by this 
premeditated a& of diſobedience ; — nor 
can I give her other conſolation than aſ- 
ſuring her, that his behaviour was the be- 
haviour of a gentleman, —his converſa- 
tion agreeable to every tenor of propriety 
and honour, — But this will little avail 


Vor. II. Q her, 


W. 
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her, when ſo recent an inſtance of his 
deviation from every favourable appear- 
ance,—contrad; As what he would have 
intimated were his real principles. Dat 


I know not how to conduct ye upon 
this occaſion. — Confefling the hint he 
once gave me reſpecting the colonel, can 
be of no ſervice to either the afflicted mo- 
ther or misjudging daughter, and might 
too probably draw, ungenerous refleQions 
upon m me, | 


The unn we know is malicious, and 
Has ſo fruitful an invention, that I ſhould 
not be ſurprized (on ſuch a circumftance's 
tranſpiring) if it was to charge me with 


being acceſſory to the whole ſcheme, if 


not the ſole concerter of it; - with encou- 
Taging the captain to viſit at our houſe ; — 
teaching him to recommend "himſelf to 
Sir Matthew, in order to ſecure his foot- 


ing and by diſplaying the charms of 
Miſs Kitty's handſome fortune, inciting 


him to the bold ſtep he has ſo ſacceſs- 
fully carried into execution. 


« A 1 rr a 
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I am ſo weak and low, that [ will not 
anſwer for the conſequences of an addi- 
tional ſhock ; but if you thipk i it neceſſar 
I ſhould expoſe myſelf to it, I will gl: 
run all hazards. My — are 55 
ſo, impaired, I dare not rely upon my 
own, judgment in any, caſe ;—therefore 
ſhall come to no abſolute determination, 
until I receive your friendly and judicious 
advice. Sir Matthew, by his invitation of 
her to his houſe, has rendered himſelf j in 
ſome meaſure anſwerable for every evil 
that may befal her ;—nor am [ ſorry, that 


he ſhould bear the burthen, 


As to your very kind, your very agree- 
able requeſt of ſeeing me at your village, 
I own it grieves me that I cannot comply 
with it; but I will give you my objections, 
and exculpate myſelf from every undue 
charge by anticipation. In the firſt place, 
then, I have reaſon to believe that I am ſo 
much reduced in my ſtrength and ſpirits, 
as to be unequal to the Journey ;—and as 

to obtaining Sir Matthew“ 8 conſent, I am 
| Q 2 con- 
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convinced I could as eaſily level moun- 
tains, and reſtrain the impetuous waves. 
I would nat be uncharitable, but the man 
who could for ſo long a time behold the 
viſible decay that has overſpread my coun- 
tenance unmoved,—muſt be incapable of 
giving into any propoſition merely to 
prevent its fatal continuance, 


Be content, my ſiſter ;—peace and this 
world are irreconcileable :—T fall a mar- 
tyr to my own indiſcretion ;—but what 
my bloom and years have loft, I hope 
my mental part has gained. —I have made 
the beſt preparation I am able, as I can 
perceive no poſſibility of avoiding the 
blow, to ſupport it with due reſignation, 


But I have a ftronger motive to detain 
me, than either of the foregoing. 


Sir Matthew has ſo heated and fretted 
himfelf for ſome time paſt, that he has 


: thrown his whole maſs of blood into a 
ferment.— His head and ſtomach have been 


more than once ſeverely attacked, though 


for 
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a ſhort period; and unleſs the diſorder can 
be brought into the extreme parts, and 
terminate in a good ſharp fit of his gouty 
diſtemper, the odds are greatly in his diſ- 
favour ;—and notwithſtanding I ſeem to 
be in almoſt the laſt ſtage of my exiſtence, 
I may yet ſurvive his diſſolution. T have 
hitherto ſupported my character of a wife, 
with all the decency and propriety my 
unhappy circumſtances would admit. —1 
certainly injured him, in making him 
only a tool of my reſentment, and have 
much to be forgiven. The proſpect of 
death may occaſion a change in his ſenti- 
ments ;—and if we can mutually pardon, 
and mutually aſſiſt each other, —in this 
moſt trying, this moſt important of exi- 
gencies ; we may, perhaps, in great 
| meaſure atone for our mutual tranſgreſ- 
lions: | 


I believe Sir Matthew has been very 
faulty in the beginnning of his life. — May 
all his errors not only be recollected, but 
expiated ! But fo far however from pro- 


23 moting 
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moting this neceſſary work, by yielding to 
ſelfiſh conſiderations, and abſenting myſelf 
at this juncture, I ſhould drive him to all 
thoſe Paſſionate extremes a weak mind 
and ſuffering body are ſo liable to fall into. 
I know the goodneſs of your heart too well, 

to apprehend you will either diſapprove or 
attempt to ſhake 1 my reſolution, — eſpecial- 
ly as, you may reſt aſſured of this me- 
lancholy truth, that it is beyond the power 
of medicine, or the moſt friendly aſſiduity, 
to reſtore me. —1 am a mere walkin g ghoſt, 

and actually totter on the v verge of eternity. 


Adieu, my belt beloved, my moſt valu- 
able of ſiſters, — Our ſeparation will beonly 
momentary ;—when you have fought your 
£009, fight, and finiſhed your courſe, —We ſhall 

again be re- united for ever and ever. Do 

not let the dropping off of ſo miſerable a 
weed affect you beyond meaſure: the fault 
was in the ſoil ;—but by being tranſplant- 
ed, its rancour will be loſt, and it will then 
ſhoot up to full TY | 
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LETTER | XXXIV, 


Cdn Dixcuey to Mr. WOE 


bes 
EDINBURGH. 
GREEABLE to my promiſe, T am 
now ſet down to unravel that my- 

ſtery that has ſo long perplexed you,— 
eyery circumſtance of which has concurred 
to my entire ſatisfaction; and you may 
judge of my preſent rapture, by the con- 
tinual hints I have thrown out reſpecting 

the importance of my ſucceſs. 


T arrived in this town, in the character 
of John Jones, on Tueſday laſt, accompa- 
nied by my loving ſpoufe and honeft 
Matt, whom I before informed you were 
marked down for my fellow - travellers. 
We found bur little difficulty in obtain- 
ing a tolerable habitation ; and with great 
diligence, began to prepare ourſelves for 
our maſter's arrival. 


24 | He 
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| 
He was a day later than we expected: 
however, the ſmoaking horſes, and enflam- 
ed complexion of his lady, beſpoke their 
expedition. Never did I think that Kitty's 
eyes were capable of ſuch agreeable viva- 
city,—as the only ſparkle L had ever ſcen 
them adorned with, was what malicious 
pleaſure communicated. She paſled the chief 
part of that afternoon in writing.— The 
captain did me the honour to make me his 
companion over a bottle, and a chearſul 
one it was; nor did we either diſhoneſtly 
or churliſhly exclude my worthy Fanny 
from her juſt participation. 


—_——— Ä 
_ —  — — — — §— 


The evening arrived: — pleaſure till 
danced in her countenance; —ſhe was ſu- 
perior to all your little ſqueamiſh fancies 
aſſumed upon thefe occaſions :—fancies, 

that, notwithſtanding their folly, are not 
without their beauty; and retired to reſt 
with heart-felt ſatisfaction. The clergy- 
man had paid his compliments to the lady, 
and engaged to have a friend of his ready 
in due time in the Leg to afſiſt at the 
appointed ceremony. 


At 
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At — the morn arrived, and 
Heavily 3 in clouds brought on n the FEY 


Breakfaſt waited ſome time: no parſon 
made his appearance. The captain ſtorm d, 
—the lady intreated him to be compoſed. 
Delays in their circumſtances were by no 
means dangerous: it was impoſſible they 
ſhould be purſued, —and ſhe was an utter 
ſtranger in that part of the world; there- 
fre it would be a2reeable to her to take a 
little walk, and perhaps the gentleman 
might be ready by their return. — The cap- 
tain acquieſced, on condition that he was 
firſt permitted to enquire into the cauſe of 
his diſappointment. —** Some indiſpenſible 
„ buſineſs had called him abroad, but he 
<< had left word he would attend them in a 
couple of hours,” Miſs Kitty's counte- 
nance rather lowered ; the captain once 
more began to fly out; whilſt poor John 
Jones retired in ſullen diſſatisfaction to his 
apartment, from whence he never more re- 
turned. You,Ned, are perfectly unacquaint- 
ed with Edinburgh, —its ſituation, — &c. I 


need 
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need therefore only tell you, that the cap. 
tain and his elected bride, having ſtrolled, 

by way of: amuſement, over the greateſt 
part af the town: ere moſt unfortunate- 
hy met in their return, on the moſt populous 
ſpot, by your friend colonel Dingley, who 
#arted;:{ftared, and for ſome moments re- 
gained incapable of ſaluting them in a 
proper manner. 


Miſs Hutchens, from an opinion of her 
ſecurity, was far from being diſconcerted 
at the encounter ;—but tofling up her head 
with a contemptuous and ſelf-ſufficient air, 
pulled her captain by the ſleeve, and deſir- 
ed him . not to take any notice of that fel- 
* low's inſolence;“ (the colonel obſtructed 
their paſſage, and rudely enough attempted 
to ſeize her hand) © I will give you his 

60 hiſtory,” added ſhe, at a proper ſeaſon, 
< and account for this extraordinary ill- 


breeding.“ 


Hold, miſs Hutchens, “ cried the colo- 


nel, preventing her ſlipping by him, as 
was 
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was evidently her intention; * you may 
« ſpare yourſelf a relation that would be 
te neither new nor entettaining to that 
« gentleman.“ Then turning to Briton, 
he jocoſely accoſted him wich, “What, 
Tom, are you aſhamed of your old ac. 
c quaintance? I remain the fame man 
« you ever knew me; but Jon, it was 
not without much difficulty that I dif- 
covered the drummer thro? this fine diſ- 
« guiſe. What buſineſs can have brought 
« you here? Do you know that lady? 
Are you not a finiſhed raſcal, to be im- 
« poſing yourſelf, as it is plain you have 
& done, upon her eaſy credulity for a per- 
tc ſon of conſequence ?—Woas it for this 
you ſollicited your diſcharge ? —and 
© made free But no matter, your life is 
„as much in my power as deſertion 
« would have rendered it; but“ | 


A numerous crowd had aſſembled dur- 
ing this harangue.— The captain fell upon 
his knees, and, in the moſt ſervile terms, 
intreated pardon and mercy, mercy and 


par- 


| 
1 
1 
1 
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pardon; acknowleging in the face of the 
whole mob, that he was the moſt hardened 
of ſinners: for that he was already married 
to an | honeſt, ſober woman, who loved him 
to diſtraction. The mob, enraged by this 
confefſion, having learned his buſineſs at 
Edinburgh from the delighted Matt's of- 
Acious communicativeneſs, were for treat- 
ing him very roughly; but the colonel 
humanely prevented their intention, by 
beckoning his ſervant, who he perceived 
on tip- toe at ſome little diſtance, a happy 
ſpectator of the whole ſcene, and delivering 
him to his care until further orders; who, 


with the afiſtance of two fellows he had 


ſome little knowlege of, conveyed him 
ſafely to the colonel's inn, though not 
without a rude ſalute or two from the at- 
tending rabble, who with loud huzzas 


and hiſſings accompanied him to the very 


entrance, 


The ſtory was in every body's mouth; 
* How that miſs Kitty Hutchens, a 


„young lady of great fortune, had narrow- 


40 ly 


Miss PIT TBO ROUGH. 237 


&« ly eſcaped marrying a drummer,” with 
every poſſible aggravation ; © and all by t the 
& accidental interpoſition of one colonel 
„ Dingley.” The mortification and con- 
fuſion of Kitty's aſpect is unſpeakable :- — 
the colonel was apprehenſive, leſt the vio- 
lence of her paſſions might have ſome bad 
effect, unleſs timely dilcharged; he there- 
fore addreſſed her in a ſneering kind of 
accent, and offered her his protection, until 
ſhe, could conveniently return to London. 
« Take me,” ſaid ſhe, ©* takeme but out of 
ce this mob; I have nothing further to aſk.” 
—He tucked her arm under his, (as ſhe 
apparently ſtood in need of ſupport) and 
conducting her in ſuch a manner as to gra- 
tify the ſpectators with a view of her per- 
ſon, lodged her ſafe in a houſe of reputa- 
tion; when ordering coffee, he moſt pro- 
vokingly congratulated her upon her happy 
deliverance. It anſwered the deſired pur- 
poſe. —Oh, how ſhe ſtamped and raved, 
and played the heroine |—laying it thick 
upon your friend for the part he hat acted, 
* To expoſe her !—make her a town's 

e talk! 
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4c talk !—furniſh a paragraph for the pub- 
& lic papers and render it impoſſible for 
6 her ever to ſhew her face again, was the 
height of malice and cruelty ; — but ſhe 
<< ſuppoſed he took a pleaſure in beholding 
«her diſtreſs, the moſt cutting part of 
<< which was, the owing an obligation to 
« ſuch a” —ſhe look'd the reſt, and a moſt 
infernal look it was. He begged her to 
be compoſed;—told her, © he had ſo great 
& a regard for her mother, that he rcjoiced 
c in the ſervice he had done her, notvrith- 
& ſtanding ſhe was ſo offended at it; and 
cc if ſhe would honour him with any com- 
„ mands to that worthy lady, they ſhould 
te be faithfully executed, —as he was g0- 
<« ing to write to her that very moment.” 


Here her proud tears burſt forth again. — 
& What a repreſentation he would make of 
< the affair! - She could not expect him to 
ce conceal, —ſhe could not expect him to 
s extenuateafinglecircumſtance ;—ſhe was 
© undone ; — and neither time nor chance 


$6. TNA her peace. But however, a 
diabo- 
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diabolical pleaſure informing her every fea- 
ture, 4 ſhe had one conſolation even be- 
« yond his power; — Lady Sanxſey, the 
« woman. on earth from whoſe knowlege 
« ſhe ſhould be moſt anxious to keep an 
cc affair of that fort, was in no condition to 
ce exult; — nor did ſhe believe ſhe could live 
4e till the news reached her.“ | 


This ſtab went deep. The triumph for 
ſome minutes was wholly her's ;—but the 
pleaſing hope immediately ſuggeſted itſelf, 
that ſhe had only mentioned that cruel 

circumftance,—in order to wring his heart 
in return for the mortification he had oc- 
caſioned her, You may gueſs the effect it, 
however, produced on the colonel's mind. 
With reſpect to herſelf, he even wiſhed it 
was poſſible to aggravate every pang ſhe 
endured, and puniſh her with a repetition 
of the late ſcene ;—but was obliged to 
content himſelf with only writing to her 
mother in much more unfavourable terms 
than he otherwiſe would have done: and 


incloſing a Paragraph to the printers of ſix 
different 
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different news-papers to be inſerted imme- 
diately. 


Thus by the fly, artful, and indefa- 
tigable induſtry of poor John Jones, has 
the proudeſt, -vaineſt, and moſt unwor- 
thy heart that ever woman poſſeſſed, been 
moſt palpably humbled ; for every circum- 
ſtance in appearance merely accidental, — 
as the parſon's failing his appointment, 
&c. &c. was all the effect of his well- 
timed policy; and as the joy of her having 
eſcaped fo fatal a ſnare will be a compen- 
fation, in the fond mother's opinion, for 
the diſgrace and diſappointment of young 
madam; the fellow is ſo hardened as to 
believe he ſhall never repent his frolic. 
The ſecret is in ſo good hands, that it is in 
no danger of tranſpiring; and the laugh 
will be miſerably againſt the unhappy Kitty. 


All her ſeverity reſpecting her amiable 
couſin, muſt infallibly be recollected upon 
this occaſion ; which will tend to the ag- 


gravation of her own proceedings: nor 
can 
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can ſhe ever again dare to decry the errors 
of her ſex, who had herſelf ſo egregiouſſy 
crred ? — What! conſent to gooff with a man 
upon a two months acquaintance only! his 
family, his connexions, 'his fortune un- 
known !- What inexcuſable indiſeretion, 
and abominable abſurdity !—eſpecially 
as the event ſo glaringly evinces the blame- 
ableneſs of her choice: — for it muſt be 
acknowleged, that ſuch is the candobur of 
the public, that, however unworthy the 
cauſe, if the effect is but advantageous, it 
looks no further, or at worſt is eaſily 
appeaſed. 


And now, Ned, if you pleaſe I will in- 
troduce Tom Briton to your acquaintance, 
in his own proper perſon, —But as I have 
already ſwelled this letter to an enormous 
length, I will diſpatch it for your peru- 
ſal; nor ſhall you long wait for the hero's 
| hiſtory, | 


Vol. II. R LE T- 
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e eee eee 
LETTER XXXV. 


Colonel ; II to Me. BROOKSBANK, 


CONE. my * we will ſouſe into 


the tale, without either preface or 
introduction. 


On my arrival at Portſmouth, in order 
for my embarkation, in the ſame houſe 
where I was accuſtomed (and on this oc- 
caſion lodged) lodged alſo this worthy 
young man. His aſpect was clouded with 
dejection, —his mind viſibly diſturbed, and 
his fortune, from ſome hints my landlady 
had obtained, to the laſt degree deſperate. 


An air of gentility in his perſon, and 
engaging candour of his countenance, in- 
elined me to wiſh for ſome converſation 
with him.“ He is unfortunate,” ſaid I, 
© conſequently compaſſionate ; and by find- 
ing a comforter himſelf, may be taught to 
80 aſſume that character, and in ſome mea- 

&« ſure 
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« ſure contribute to heal my deep wound- 
e ed boſom.” 


I in vain, for ſeveral days, ſought an 
opportunity of caſting myſelf in his way 
without abruptneſs; his modeſt, reſerye.. 
and honeſt ſhame inciting him to fly an, 
however, kind purſuer. 


I mentioned my ill ſucceſs to my land- 
lady; who having conceived a high opinion 
of her gueſt, and at all times deſirous of 
obliging me, very readily undertook to 
bring us together, 


The firſt interview was mutually pain- 
ful; a difidence on his part, and a fear of 
oppreſſing the unfortunate on mine, laid 
us under great conſtraint. 


We repeated the ſame ſcene again and 
again; until I by a frank communication 
of my own circumſtances, brought him to 
diſcloſe the nature of his. 


He was, I found, ſo unhappy as to loſe 
a good father in his twelfth year ;—his 
R 2 mother 
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mother naturally gay, and only then in 
the prime of her life, looked out immedi- 
ately for a ſecond partner. Nor was ſhe 
long unſucceſsful: —a fellow of great volu- 
bility,” and ſome ſmall {kill in phyſic, paid 
his addreſſes, and ſoon became maſter of 
her perſon and fortune. 


Her firſt huſband, a mercer, was ſo in- 
fatuated as to leave her a diſcretionary 
power reſpecting all his affairs; as like- 
| wiſe of the education and diſpoſition of this 
his only ſon. She, with the ſame genero- 
roſity, made no terms with his ſucceſſor ; 
but became, with her child and fortune, 
entirely at his mercy. The man was, 
however, far from ill-natured, though pro- 
digal and foppiſh : he inftantly parted with 
the honeſt ſtock in trade, — ſet up his equi- 
page, —and was dubbed phyſician. He 
continued the boy at ſchool until he at- 
tained his ſixteenth year, and then removed 
him with great eclat to the univerſity. 
Tom (tor that is honeſtly one of his names) 


concluding from his father's manner of 
living, 
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living, and the almoſt extravagant ſupplies 


he received, that his fortune was conſider- 
able, did not ſcruple to indulge a youthful 
inclination. His ſtudies, indeed, were not 
neglected, as they proved his delight; he 
purchaſed a handſome library, dreſt with 
elegance, gave pretty entertainments to his 
brother ſtudents, and was well received by 
eyery female within ten miles round. The 
vacations were ſpent in London; at one 
of which periods his father kindly inti- 
mated, that he did not require him to 
<« apply himſelf to any particular branch of 
<< literature, as he was far from intending 
to clog ſo promiſing a genius with the 
„ trammels of buſineſs ; but when he was 
* ſufficiently qualified, would purchaſe a 
ce genteel employment for him under the 
e government, that ſhould not fall ſhort of 
his moſt flattering expectations.“ Thus 
entirely releaſed from every doubt or ap- 
prehenſion reſpecting his future proviſion, 
and naturally gay, facetious, and enter- 
taining, he devoted a larger ſhare of his 
time to pleaſure, than he had ever before 

R 3 ven- 
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ventured to do; nevertheleſs always keep- 
ing to the windward of extravagance; or 
in other words, regulating his expences by 
hig remittances. In this round of diſſipa- 
tion, love, however, paid a viſit to his 
heart: the lady unexceptionable; the 
relations of each party upon amicable 
terms. He made no ſecret of his prepoſſeſ- 
ſion in her favour, and was encouraged to 
hope ſhe would one day be his; her father 
only prudently promiſing, that he would 
ſee what Mr. Blake would do for him, 
before he conſented to the matter being 
carried further than friendly viſits: — 
which viſits were little Jeſs than ſpending 
their whole time together, and could not 
fail of increaſing their mutual approbation. 
Thus ſmoothly did they glide on for four 
ſucceſſive years; when Tom having at- 
tained the period of three-and- twenty, be- 
gan to preſs his father ſor the promiſed 
eſtabliſhment; who with an agreeable 
... ſmile. aſſuring him, every thing ſhould be 
ſettled to his entire ſatisfaction within the 
enſuing fix months, rendered our lover 
completely happy. 
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The coxcomb had ever affected to boaſt 
of his great intereſt with perſons in pow- 
er. My lord-duke was ſpoke'to upon the 
occaſion, and no doubt remained, but that 
Tom was born to be à great man. His 
miſtreſs's father, delighted with the proſ- 
pect of his daughter's ſhining at court, re- 
doubled his careſſes of the young fellow, 
voluntarily telling him, “ That the day 
« that put him in poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
« place as would ſuit his purpoſe, ſhould 
<< put him likewiſe in poſſeſſion of three 
de thouſand pounds, and his Fanny's 
e hand,” What could be more flatter- 
ing than his proſpects My lord-duke 
puſhed with great vigour,—every hour 
was expected to bring welcome tidings ;— 
and in order to be prepared to keep his 
word, the old fellow had Miſs Fanny's 
cloaths made, and held in readineſs. But, 
alas! that day of happineſs had never 
been enrolled in the book of Fate ;—for, 
on returning one evening from viſiting the 
young lady, and anticipating in idea the 
felicity that awaited him, he found a ſurly 

R 4 fellovs 
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fellow ſeated in his father's hall, who 
roughly demanded his buſineſs. 


Provoked by his inſolence, yet diſdain- 
ing to auſwer him, he would have ruſhed 
into the parlour; - when an ugly ſalute 
from the gruff meflenger's club felled him 
to the ground, from whence he was raiſcd 
only to learn the {tory of his ruined. for- 
tune, and fink again beneath that more 
powerful blow. 


The caſe was, that execution upon ex- 
ecution was out againſt his father, who 
had thought proper to abſcond that very 
afternoon with his wiſe lady, without giv- 
ing him the lighteſt intelligence; —carry- 
ing off every thing of value they could 
lay their hands on, 


The king of night he paſſed is, much 
eaſier to be conceived, than deſcribed. — 
He repaired. early the next morning to 
the houſe of his miſtreſs, in order merely 
to acquaint her with the cruel change he 

had 
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had experienced, and take a laſt farewel ; 
for he was too ſenſible of her father's turn 
of mind, to flatter himſelf, that any cir- 
cumſtance could compenſate the Joſs of 
fortune, in his ſight, But the taſk of re- 
vealing his unhappy fate was not reſerved 
for him; — the news had flown ſwifter than 
love; and thoſe very doors that were wont 
to open almoſt ſpontaneouſly at his ap- 
proach, were now as ſtrongly barricadoed 
againſt him, as if he had been a robber. 


As he well knew the narrow ſoul he 
had to deal with, this ſhock was by no 
means ſo ſevere as might have been ex- 
pected; — but to loſe fight for ever of his 
beloved Fanny, the object of his tendereft 
affection, was not ſo eaſily borne : — he, 
however, reſolved, upon fome little recol- 
lection, never again to expoſe himſelf to ſo 
groſs an indignity, but to ſhun the face 
of every former acquaintance. He wrote 
to Oxford to his tutor, begging him to 
diſpoſe of his books, furniture, and 'apart- 
ments to the beſt advantage; and after 

diſcharging 
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diſcharging a few little bills, remit him 
the overplus immediately. This buſineſs 
was ſoon performed, though not at all to 
his ſatisfaction, as he had promiſed him- 
ſelf a much larger ſupply than he found 
he was intitled to: for ignorant as he 
was of every method of procuring a live- 
lihood, and entirely friendleſs, he found 
his whole poſſeſſions did not exceed two 
hundred and ſeventy pounds. 


He took himſelf a little lodging, where 
deſpair was his only companion ;- nor 
had he ſufficient ſtrength of mind to fix 
upon one ſcheme of future proviſton. As 
he was muſing late one evening in his 
chamber, with diſtraction, horror, nay, 
guilt in his heart, — ſor it had occurred to 
him, that his life was of no conſequence to 
any one; that he had a hand to execute, 
Sand was entirely, in his own power; — 
when the maid of the houſe, gently tap- 
ping at his door, delivered him a letter. 
The hand was not unknown to him ; he 


broke the ſeal, trembling with a varicty 
of 
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of paſſions, and to his unſpeakable aſto- 
niſhment, read that his Fanny waited in 
the parlour, until that note had prepared 
him to give her a welcome reception. 


Half frantic with joy, he was flying to 
receive her; but was prevented by a fe- 
male figure that ſtood without the door, 
and in alow voice intreated him not to be- 
tray himſelf, — I can gueſs your feelings,” 
ſaid ſhe, *© by my own; — but our prudence 
6 js all we have at preſent to rely upon.“ 


They then ſat down to conſult what 
ſtep was moſt eligible, under their critical 
circumſtances. She informed him, << That 
one of her father's ſervants having by 
accident ſeen him in the ſtreet, and out 
* of mere curioſity traced him to his 
lodging, had mentioned the circum- 
** ſtance only that very day in confidence 
to the upper-maid, who kindly revealed 
* it to her, though far from ſuſpecting the 
conſequence it was of to her, or the 


effect it produced, She ſaid, ſhe had 
long 
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“ long been clear in her reſolution of 
46 ſharing his fortune, if ſhe ever was ſo 
be happy as to learn the place of his re- 
treat; that ſhe had brought away in 
«© money and effects about three hundred 
« pounds, which the conſidered as no leſs 
< his property than herſelf ; — that their 
<< engagement was not of ſuch a nature 
4 as to be diſſolved either by misfortune, 
< or the prudential views of a father, 
% who had no one reaſonable objection 
* to offer; concluding with begging he 
would think of leaving England with 
_ 66 all poflible expedition,” 


Poor Tom was ſo ſtruck by this proof 
of her attachment, and ſo greatly affected 
by ſome reflections upon the miſery he 
ſhould reduce her to, by availing himſelf 
of her partiality and generoſity, that he 
was unable to reply. She, who poſſeſſes 
an uncommon ſhare of vivacity and good- 
nature, rallied him upon his gloomy re- 
ception of an offer, that ſhe expected would 


have procured her many fine compliments; 
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—Wwhen, recollecting himſelf, and being 
abundantly convinced that ſhe could not 
return again to a roof ſhe had abandoned ; 
and from ſome other convictions, the pro- 
priety of which he had not leiſure to con- 
ſider, he at length yieided to the tide of 
joy that he had been labouring to ſtem, 
and all his foul was gratitude and love. 
She had given herſelf for his ſiſter to the 
people of the houſe, and as ſuch was 
treated with great civility, during ſome 
part of the next day, in which time he 
prepared a proper place to convey her to, 
but judged it beſt to remain himſelf in 
his old lodging, to prevent ſuſpicion. 


He enquired at the Jamaica coffee- 
houſe for a paſſage in the firſt ſhip deſ- 
tined for that iſland, and by the expira- 
tion of that neceſſary period (or rather, 
what the new and extraordinary laws of 
this country require, previous to the per- 
formance of the marriage ceremony), 
met with one to his wiſh : and the third 
day after that event bad taken place, em- 

barked 
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barked in high ſpirits with his lovely wife, 
at Graveſend; mutually flattering them- 
ſelves, that they ſhould leave every miſ- 
fortune behind them, 


But unhappily there was another dif- 
ficulty in ſtore for them, which they but 
little apprehended ;—they were wrecked a 
few leagues beyond the Nore, and with 
the utmoſt hazard eſcaped with their lives, 
and the little money they had in their pock- 
ets; their danger having been ſo extreme, 
that no one thought of any thing but per- 
ſonal preſervation. Unknowing what to 
do in this exigence, and meeting with a 
conveyance, they had come to Portſmouth, 
from whence Tom propoſed working his 
paſſage to ſome of the new colonies, — 
and there eſtabliſhing himſelf in the beſt 
manner Providence ſhould enable him. He 
had applied by the name of Brown to 
ſome perſons in London, whom he knew 
were acquainted with the neceſſary ſteps, 
and was waiting their anſwer with a great 
degree of impatience, when I became ac- 

quainted 
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quainted with him, from the double ap- 


prehenſions of his unprotected fituation's 
expoſing him to being preſſed on board a 
man of war (a circumſtance his wife de- 
clared ſhe could never ſurvive), and the 
certainty that they were exhauſting their 
little fund, without the leaſt degree of 
probability of obtaining a freſh ſupply ;— 
but as they conceived a decent appearance 
would be their beſt ſecurity, however 
cutting their reflections, they had perſiſted 
to ſupport it, except ſome intimations, 
which in the anguiſh of his heart Tom 
had let fall, and had not eſcaped the ob- 
ſervation of his landlady. 


Such is the hiſtory of Tom Briſtow, 
alias Brown, alias Briton; you cannot, 
therefore, be ſurprized to hear he found a 
tolerable friend in me. I eaſily perſuaded 
him to become a volunteer, as I promiſed 
to ſupport him with my friendſhip and in- 
tereſt, 0 


Content 
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Content ſoon bid the roſes reſume their 
former ſeat, and never was there a more 
pleaſing or agreeable companion than 
the reanimated F anny.—Her vivacity has 
frequently beguiled my misfortunes, and 
the ſcheme I have ſo recently carried into 
execution, was intirely of her planning. 
To heighten the ridicule, Tom inlifted 
himſelf, on a vacancy happening, as 
drummer ; which office he occupied one 
whole month before our return to Eng- 
land, when I civilly preſented him with 
his diſcharge, having by the intereſt of a 
friend of mine in Ireland (to whom I re- 
lated the ſtory of his misfortunes) obtained 
him a very genteel poſt in the Iriſh Cuſ- 
toms, to which country he is now repair- 
ing with all poſſible expedition. Fanny's 
father, overcome by my interceſſions (or 
rather by the all-prevailing appointment 
his ſon-in-law had procured) conſented to 
receive a viſit from his child (my reputed 
wife). He returned her with his bleſſing, 


and five hundred pounds in her pocket, 
| promiſing 
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promiſing from thenceforward to con- 
ſider her, as her huſband ſhould continue 
to deſerve. 


You muſt and ſhall ſee them before they 
quit England, and to them I refer you 
for a more minute account of our plot : 
and | am certain you will acknowlege a 
more amiable couple cannot exiſt. 


He was formed by nature for the com- 
miſſion I intruſted him with, as he was 
not only maſter of every neceſſary quali- 
fication, but loved a frolic at his heart. — 
Had we by any perverſe accident failed in 
our deſign, and detection, inſtead of ſuc- 
ceſs, been the fruits of our labour; it would 
have been evident that no real evil could 
be intended the adorable Miſs Kitty, as 
her lover was not only prediſpoſed of, 
his wife attending on his every ſtep, but 
moſt unqueſtionably in all his former con- 
duct, a man of true and nice honour. But 
as her whole puniſhment will depend upon 
the affair being kept a ſecret ;—I reflect 
with pleaſure, that no one has been in the 
Vor. II. 8 ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt reſpect intruſted, but thoſe who 
can be relied upon, 


To this couple I owe every ſatisfaction 
I have ſo unexpectedly taſted ; they have 
proved the indirect means of preſerving 
me from the moſt dire deſtruction, in the 
perſon of my Miſs Pittborough ; you will 
not, therefore, deny them the next place 
to her and you in my friendſhip and af- 
fection. I muſt add, that, notwithſtand- 
ing I had not the leaſt reaſon, to doubt 
the young man's veracity, I fo far acted 
the ſuſpicious part as to write to his tutor, 
and ſome perſons in London, to enquire 
his family and character. From them I 
received many lights into his real merit, his 
modeſty was far from communicating, as 
never mortal was more extolled for every 
valuable endowment, or more compaſſion- 
ated under misfortunes. 


I hope, Ned, I have now made ample 
amends for all former triffling ; — and 
proved myſelf both a rational,. honeſt 
man, and your ſincere friend, 
| LET- 
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LET TER XXXVI. 


From the ſame. 


Have received a letter of thanks from 

Mrs. Hutchens, for my care of her 
daughter. ——She looks (according to my 
prediction) rather to the greatneſs of her 
deliverance, than the greatneſs of her in- 
diſcretion, and has diſpatched her woman 
to convey her ſafe once more to her ma- 


ternal arms. Another happy point gain- 
ed! for I could not have exulted, if her 


peace had been deſtroyed. She informs 
me, that Sir Matthew's health is in a de- 
clining ſtate.—I am a man, Ned, not an 
angel; - but as pleaſure's cup is ever daſhed 
with care, ſo this piece of intelligence is 
accompanied with mot alarm ing accounts 
of Miſs Pittborough's decay ! — She is, 
alas, ſuppoſed to be far gone in a con- 
ſumption. 
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The wings of my vivacity are totally 
clipped. —I cannot bear the thought; and 
if I loſe her a ſecond time, no means on 
earth can ſave me from diſtraction. I 
have ventured to write her a long letter, 
in hopes to amuſe her, —exculpating the 
late captain Briton from all blame ;—have 
deſcribed my motives for putting him upon 
acting the character in which ſhe knew 
him, —and Kitty's mortifications, in the 
moſt lively colours; —acknowleged my- 
ſelf to be the very John Jones, for whom 
ſhe - expreſſed ſo much kindneſs and ap- 
probation ; — preſented my beſt wiſhes 
for the reſtoration of her health, in ſuit- 
able terms to our preſent ſituations ; and 
do flatter myſelf ſhe will not be diſpleaſed. 
A proper perſon will be employed to de- 
liver it into her own hands, ſo that I have 
no diſagreeable conſequence to apprehend 
on that account, And now, Ned, having 
nothing more to purſue, (the Surgeon, you 
know, has met with his ſmall reward ; 
and Sir Matthew's ſeems to be approaching) 
and I intend to make you an early viſit ; 

| and 
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—and if Heaven ſhould prove ſo gracious 
as to call the Baronet hence, and afford 
the moſt diſtant probability of Mifs Pitt- 
borough's avoiding the ſame fate, you 
ſhall not find me an unpleaſant companion, 


Tom and his wife have quitted Edin- 


burg incog. ; - and will ſoon reach your 


hoſpitable dome: Kitty and I lead a whim- 
ſical kind of life, —I cannot give you an 
idea of the hatefulneſs of her diſpoſition. — 
I have ſerved her, and yet ſhe ſeems to 
conſider me as her mortal enemy. l verily 
believe the loſs of her drummer fits heavy 
upon her heart, in ſpite of its natural ſoſt- 
neſs; and that if we had not given him a 
wife, ſhe would. But whence this flight ? 
Oh, Ned ! the fate of this dear, dear wo- 
man oppreſſes me beyond meaſure :— but 
I will hope, though perhaps againſt pro- 
bability. — If the Baronet ſhould not re- 
cover, — how long, how tedious a time 
muſt be ſacrificed to forms and ceremonies, 
before I may, with decency, ſolicit ſome 
tender conſideration? - Muſt I conſtrain 
83 myſelf 
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myſelf not to behold her, when every im- 
pediment is removed, — and love no 


more my involuntary crime I know but 


one means of reconciling myſelf to the 
unnatural penance;— I would fly, Ned, to 
her relations :—Her father, brother, ſiſter, 
ſhould be mine : — ſhe alone ſhould be 
the ſubject of our converſation Hand that 
converſation would in ſome meaſure com- 
penſate the impoſed abſence. 


b -e - 


LETTER XXXVII. 
Lady SANXSEY to Mrs. BATsoN. 


Have, my dear, been greatly, and I 

will acknowlege, not diſagreeably ſur- 
priſed by receiving the incloſed. — This 
wicked colonel !— But I have reaſon to 
rejoice, abundantly rejoice. — Kitty de- 
ſerved the fate ſhe has incurred ; and may 
it prove equally ſalutary in the reforma- 
tion of her conduct, —as my misfortunes 
have done in mine! O my ſiſter, I foreſee 
what would be the conſequence, of the 
con- 
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contingence that is ſo likely to take place 


But it is too late; — the colonel would a 
ſecond time demand my wretched hand too 
late, — for death will prove his fecond rival. 


I find not the leaſt amendment in my 
own health; and Sir Matthew's diſorder 
is ſo greatly increaſed, that I know not 


but every hour may be his laſt. He, poor 


man, is very impatient ! — The tyrant 
makes his approach with all his terrors 
about him! - His imagination indeed is 
infinitely diſturbed ; nor have J any reaſon 
to flatter myſelf with a favourable change. 
How have you revived me, by your friend- 
ly aſſurances, that if I do live one week 


longer you will reach this gloomy man- 


ſion, and that both my father and my bro- 

ther have determined to accompany you! 

And am I ſtill of ſuch confequence to your 

happineſs ?—Willnot Heaven I am called 
away, — Sir Matthew is juſt departing. 

R 
Six o'clock, 
The melancholy ſcene, my ſiſter, is 


over, and Sir Matthew has already attain- 
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ed the regions of eternity. — He was inſen- 
ſible before I reached him,—and far be- 
yond all poſſibility of relief or aſſiſtance. 
Alas, my frailty has received a new ſhock ! 
— Surely hypocriſy is too odious to be ac- 
ceptable with you on any occaſion ;—and 
the perpetual unkindneſs I have experi- | 
enced, an inſuperable bar to affliction or | 
lamentation.— But I was reſerved for this 

laſt trial of my weakneſs ; and find myſelf 

by no means ſo detached from the world, 

as I but half an hour ago imagined. 


Come'then, my ſiſter, my friend, come 
and aſſiſt me in conquering this amazing 
reluctancy to be diſſolved in a nature ſo 
decayed ;— teach me to reſume the reſig- 
nation that has ſo cruelly forſaken me ;— 
forget the colone],—and lay myſelf down 
in peace. I am the mereſt memento of 1. 
mortality you ever beheld; — yet my 4 
heart involuntarily ſhrinks at the bare | 
thought of that diſſolution, it has ſo long 
pretended to figh for as its ultimate hap- 
pineſs. O haſten, Nancy, haſten to me ! 

I am 
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Jam more than ever undone unleſs I ſee 
your face - Pity the confuſion this inci- 
dent has cauſed me, and ſooth me once 
more into a bleſſed calm. — This is the latt 
effort of my pen I can no more;—my 
nerves are utterly unſtrung. 


ee. 
LETTER XxXXVIII. 


Colonel DixGLEY to Mr. BROOKS HAN E. 


AT T has this inſtant received a 

letter from his mother. — Sir Mat- 

thew is at length no more, — and Miſs 
Pittborough is ſtill permitted to ſurvive 
him. My heart ſinks, my friend, beneath 
the flattering hope. —She is, —ſhe ſhall be 
mine, — Poſt horſes are preparing. — I 
ſeek the village you have already viſited ; 
nor will J ceaſe ſollicitation, until her 
ſiſter at leaſt conſents to accompany me to 
her. Not one ſupporting, not one tenderly 
aſſiſting friend ! how ſhould ſhe but be 
loft! A thouſand romantic flights ſuggeſt 
them- 
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themſelves.—I am for aſſuming now this, 
now that diſguiſe, in order to introduce 
myſelf into her beloved preſence, and ren- 
der myſelf ſerviceable to her. —I am more 
alarmed, more wretched than ever. — The 
grave even ſwallows hope itſelf; then 
Judge of my fate if ſhe ſhould be ſnatched 
from me. Had ſhe died inſtead of Sir 
Matthew, I think I could have been re- 
ſigned ; but to have her ſurvive, — and 
ſurvive him only for a ſhort period,—is 
torture, is madneſs. My letter could 
barely have reached her before his departure. 
— She knows all my proceedings. —Surely 
| the will endeavour to live for my ſake. 


I am abſolutely frantic ! - can neither 
write, nor abſtain from it. — But the horſes 
are ready, and I ſee the probability of a 
period, at leaſt, to my ſuſpence. 


LE T. 
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LETTER XxxXIX. 


Mrs. BArso to Lady SANxSsEv. 


Y dear ſiſter muſt not be ſurpriſed, 

if we reach her in a few days, — 
accompanied by a ſtranger ; who, to avoid 
every offence to decency, will aſſume a 
fictitious name; but will on no conſider- 
ation be reſtrained from ſeeing her. I 
would by no means give a ſanction to ſo 
unnatural an impropriety, as introducing 
a profeſſed lover to view the miſerable re- 
mains of his rival, under any other cir- 
cumſtances ; but the colonel's caſe is fo 
very ſingular, and his humanity and gene- 
roſity ſo great, — that I own I willingly 
yielded to. his importunity, as I was in- 
dapable of requiring a ſelf-denial in an- 
other, I was conſcious I myſelf could on 
no account have practiſed. 


Should your apprehenſions for your 
health be juſtly founded, what amends 
could I make him, for depriving him of 
the 
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the ſight of you He is ſcarce rational at 


preſent :—we muſt not overcharge an af- 
flicted mind. 


Conſider, my dear, the obligations you 
have to him; conſider the rights of friend- 
ſhip he has to preſume upon z and every 
objection muſt be ſilenced. 


But I will ſay no more upon a ſubject 
that requires ſo little defence. — You can- 
not refuſe a father's injunctions; nor he- 
ſitate to put your reputation in his hands. 


Receive us with the beſt grace you can 
aſume. — We ſtand in need of comfort. — 
Smile us therefore into hope, that an ex- 
emption from fatigue, and compoſure of 
ſpirits, may effect more than half your cure. 
The colonel has amazing faith in the 
efficacy of our preſence; - and I truſt he 
will not be diſappointed : but if he was not 
allowed to be an eye-witneſs of our efforts 
to ſave you, no power on earth could con- 
vince him, but there had been ſome defi- 
ciency, ſo induſtrious are the unhappy to 
increaſe their own torments, 


LE T- 
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Mrs. BaTsoN to Mrs. HurchkExs. 


Dear Mapan, 


Doubt not but you are anxious to hear 
the ſucceſs of our journey, 


I can venture to tell you my ſiſter does 
recover, but by ſuch flow degrees, that 
there is no anſwering for the event. I do 
not apprehend her diſorder to be a con- 
ſumption ; —ſhe has no cough :—her de- 
cay was as imperceptibly as her return to 
health; —and ſtole on her ſo gently, —that 
loſs of appetite and reſt alone, awakened 
her attention to it. 


\ 


Her youth is all we have to depend upon, 
and even that is a ſlender twig. It can 
be no ſecret with you, that ſhe has been a 
very great ſufferer. —I wiſh all the perſons 
concerned againſt her may repent ;—and 
if ſhe lives, even my forgiveneſs ſhall be 
theirs : but ſurely no cruelty was ever fo 
unexampled, —as oppreſſing the unoffend- 
I ing 
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ing to the very grave; — for ſhe was inca- 
pable of being any one's enemy but her own. 


At preſent her ſpirits are ſo tender, and 
her voice and ſtrength ſo far gone, that I 
do not venture to aſk her one queſtion ;— 
but I believe no language but her own, 
can paint her perſecutors in their proper 
colours ; and even there would be wanting 
that ſtriking ſhade, a malignant heart 
alone is able to give. 


Sir Matthew has done her the juſtice to 
beg her pardon, and leave her every thing 
in his power; how poor a recompence | — 
He is dead, however, and my reſentment 
ſtops at the grave. I am, &c. &c. 


IO ON ON OA BO BOIL Wh 
LETTER XII. 


Colonel DINGLEY to Mr. BROOKSBANkE. 


Whole week have I watched over 
this drooping flower (as deſcribed 
in my laſt ), yet are my aching eyes 
unable to perceive an increaſe of ſtrength. 


* This letter is omitted, 
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> But, Ned, every thing is progreſſive, 
from bad to worſe, from better to beſt, 
there is no ſtanding ſtill ;—therefore, as 
ſhe does not fall off, there is grounds for 
hope.—If ſhe lives ſhe is mine IO, 
death, for once renounce thy nature, and 
voluntarily forego this one precious victim. 
n X * Morn. 
She has had a comfortable night; we 
are all in high ſpirits. —If ever ſhe is able 
to try its efficacy, — her native air is 
pronounced, as a grand ſpecific, —She 
ſmiles with ineffable, with the moſt 
friendly complacence upon me. —Friend- 
ſhip is love, and love is friendſhip ; I know 
of no diſtinction. 


Three days have I been writing what 
you now receive, —as I was determined 
not to diſpatch uncertain intelligence. 
She is viſibly better, and it is hoped 
will ſoon be able to undertake a journey 
to the village, at leaſt in Revell's ma- 
chine. —I ſhall guard my treaſure on horſe= 
back, with a vigilance love alone is ca- 
pable of ; you ſhall hear from me again 
very ſoon, 


44244448474 
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From the ſame. 


7 ARK'E, Ned, I command you 
I to throw open your cellars, to chear 
kh the hearts of your poor neighbours, —and 
"3 let Tom, my Fanny, and yourſelf rejoice 
7 in the returning happineſs of your friend! 
— happy beyond the power or poſſibility 
of deſcription | 


The journey performed beyond our 
moſt flattering expectations; the kind 
effects of change of air already ſtrikingly 
viſible in her complexion the muſic of 
her voice in a great degree recovered, — 
and her heart new animated; — what joy 
can equal mine] To behold her thus, thus, 
thus to converſe with her, is it not rap- 
ture,—1s it not felicity ?—and I with plea- 
ſure give that year to form and ceremo- 
nies, that has given me once more to life, 
and unſpeakable ſatisfaction. 
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